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Professor John Lee Chi-Kin
President of EAUHK

FEHR
BEBHBRERR

Welcome to Issue 3 of EdUHK Futures magazine.

After months of collaborative effort among our colleagues and stakeholders, | am delighted and proud to announce the
launch of The Education University of Hong Kong's (EdUHK) Strategic Plan 2025-2031. This plan sets out our direction for
the next six years under the theme of ‘Education Futures’, charting a clear path to ensure EQUHK continues to lead in

educational development, talent cultivation and technological advancement, in Hong Kong SAR, the nation and beyond.

At EdUHK, we recognise the importance of responding to evolving local, national and global priorities while upholding our
commitment to educational excellence. Building on our previous ‘Education-plus’ approach from the preceding strategic
plan, we have expanded our influence beyond traditional education by introducing forward-looking programmes in areas
such as artificial intelligence, emerging educational technologies, and heritage education. Our determination to remain at
the forefront of educational advancement has been consistently demonstrated over the past decade.

As we enter into a new chapter, we remain guided by our core values. At the heart of our Strategic Plan 2025-2031 lies a
forward-thinking vision that prioritises innovation, sustainability, and collaboration. It is structured around four key areas:

1) Nurturing Future-ready Educators and Talents with Positive Values and Skills for Tomorrow

2) Achieving a Tangible Impact and Benefitting the World through Breakthroughs in Research and Knowledge Sharing
and Transfer

3) Contributing to Sustainable Development

4) University Advancement via Internationalisation and Wider Engagement with Stakeholders

By integrating multidisciplinary learning into our curriculum, we are preparing students for the challenges and opportunities
of a digital world. At the same time, we are advancing our research capacity through strategic clustering and facility
enhancements. As a key stakeholder of the sector, we are taking bold steps to incorporate sustainability targets into every
aspect of university development, including administration and programme design. Furthermore, by extending our global
outreach through accelerated academic and research collaborations, EQUHK strives to strengthen its role as a leading
university in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.

The recently released 2024-2035 Master Plan on Building China into a Leading Country in Education highlights the need to
establish a mechanism for coordinating and promoting the integration of education, technology and talent by leveraging
education’s support for science and technology. EQUHK will draw on the Master Plan and other international development
trends to foster the synergistic development of nurturing talent, attracting talents and advancing science and technology,
contributing to the high-quality development of Hong Kong and the country, as well as to the establishment of the country
as a leader in education.

Progress is driven by the collective effort of a dedicated community. As we embark on this strategic journey, | extend my
heartfelt gratitude to our Council, faculty, staff, students, alumni and external partners for their unwavering support and
contributions.

Let us move forward with purpose and determination to enhance EdUHK's impact on the world.

2 | EJUHK Futures Kk
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Cultivating a
future-oriented
workforce

SEERE P ARRHAT

Vice President (Academic) and Chair Professor of Teacher Education Professor May Cheng May-hung, the

visionary architect behind EAUHK’s recent curriculum reform, outlines the University's strategic plan for

the years ahead amid the evolving landscape of teacher education as well as local and global challenges.

ERBAREREFAFEEORTE - BIRR (BM) - BB EBEYRBRBRAYIRD ZETERE WK
HERREURFBAMEIRICET - RERRAFHRBEHRTE -

‘ ‘ We are eager to nurture well-rounded individuals
equipped with the skills, values, and global perspectives
essential for success in today’s dynamic landscape.

RMBONEEAGEERE  EREERR2KRHHY
EHUAA  EHARSEENRETEARY - 99
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A seasoned educator who has shaped the
University’s educational policies over the
years through various academic leadership
roles, Professor Cheng traces her teaching
ethos to an unexpected source: her mother,
under whom she grew up learning Chinese
calligraphy. She fondly recalls her daily
calligraphy practice and the unique way her
work would be evaluated: rather than having
marks deducted out of 100 for each mistake
made — a convention she was familiar with
from day school — each stroke executed well
would be marked with a red circle. “It was

a paradigm shift,” she says, commending

the achievement-centred approach to
assessment, “in both the way it helped to
cultivate a growth mindset and support a
positive learning environment then, and the
way it shapes how | view students, education
and even life to this day”” This personal legacy
informs her educational philosophy, where
student empowerment and realisation of
potential are always a priority.

Embracing innovative education models

Professor Cheng recognises the shifting landscape of teacher education
in Hong Kong, noting, among others, the fluctuating demand for
educators due to demographic changes, and rapid advancement in
education technology. In response, EdUHK has adopted a proactive and
dynamic approach to teacher education, launching innovative five-

year double degree programmes that equip students with practical
teaching skills while preparing them for diverse career paths. This
initiative ensures that graduates are not confined to traditional roles

in education but are flexible and versatile enough to explore various
professional disciplines, thereby enhancing their employability for the
duration of their working life. “Alongside teaching competence and a
genuine interest in their subject areas, it is crucial for aspiring educators
to possess adaptability, psychological preparedness for changes

in workforce demand, and readiness for alternative opportunities,”

says Professor Cheng. With the rise of Al and other technological
development, measures are also taken to ensure graduates are fully
future-ready in terms of digital literacy, Al awareness and IT competency.
“Our E-learning and Digital Competency Strategy is designed to promote
proficiency in advanced tools and methodologies, empowering students
to integrate technology into education effectively,” she adds.
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A focus on values and ethics

As part of its ambitious Strategic Plan 2025-2031, EdUHK is on a mission

to instil proper values and attitudes in its students. A standout initiative
is the innovative field experience curriculum, which seamlessly

weaves together elements of Life and Values Education, Basic Law, and
National Security Education to help shape teacher identity, emphasising
professionalism, moral values, and legal compliance. Professor Cheng
highlights the importance of values education. “It ensures that students
not only acquire academic knowledge but also develop a robust

ethical foundation essential for both their personal and professional
journeys,” she explains. By fostering a strong sense of responsibility and
understanding of rights and duties, the University prepares students to
make meaningful contributions to society. Meanwhile, the introduction of
New Six Arts courses celebrates Chinese culture and history, encouraging
students to explore their heritage and its relevance today. The initiative is
set to deepen students’ understanding and appreciation of their cultural

richness, ultimately nurturing their national pride and love for Hong Kong.

Expanding global experiences

To broaden students’ horizons, EdUHK is enhancing experiential learning
opportunities, particularly through local and international exchanges.
Professor Cheng is excited about initiatives aimed at encouraging student
participation in semester-long or shorter exchange programmes, which
may take place in Greater Bay Area, Mainland China and overseas. In
addition, a key component of this strategy is a new three-credit course
that requires students to live and work in Mainland China for a minimum
of two weeks, providing a rich, immersive experience that strengthens
their grasp of multi-faceted cultural and work-related frameworks.

“We are eager to see students step outside their immediate surroundings,
engage with real-world environments, and embrace global experiences,’
Professor Cheng emphasises. This holistic development approach prepares
students to thrive in an interconnected world, aligning with the University’s
mission to foster informed citizens ready to face future challenges. By
actively promoting global engagement, EdUHK aims to cultivate a
generation of graduates who are culturally aware and globally minded.

“We look forward to these strategic initiatives bringing the University to
new heights, especially in terms of meeting the challenges of modern
education and nurturing well-rounded individuals equipped with the
skills, values, and global perspectives essential for success in today’s
dynamic landscape.”
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Drawing a blueprint
for campus development
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After a decade away, Dr Tom Fong Wing-ho, returned to The Education University of Hong Kong last
September, taking on the role of Vice President (Administration). He oversees the management of the
University’s administrative functions and upholds the philosophy of ‘collaborative effort and collective
wisdom’, working closely with the Council, staff, students, alumni, and stakeholders from various sectors to

jointly promote the continuous development of EQUHK.

FEE+F > AKRBIREFAAEREEHEAR  BEERIRR (TR —B - tESKENTHREEI(E
RERXED SEER NES ERES JHE - 24 - RRURHEEARGERESHE  HEES
BANGERRE -

‘ ‘ We are poised to step out of Hong Kong,
collaborate with more mainland and overseas institutions, and
attract a greater number of students from all over the world
to enrol in our programmes.
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Having worked in the civil service as well
as public and commercial organisations,
Dr Fong ventured into higher education
some 25 years ago, serving as the Head
of the Career Planning and Development
Centre at The Chinese University of Hong
Kong. He joined The Hong Kong Institute
of Education (EdUHK's predecessor) in
2008, and later moved to Hang Seng
Management College (renamed The
Hang Seng University of Hong Kong in
2018) in 2014. Reflecting on his years in
higher education, his most unforgettable
experience with students was during

his tenure as Director of Student Affairs
at the Institute in 2009. Drawing on

his experience as a debater during his
undergraduate years and his past guidance of debate teams, he provided
coaching and training to the Institute’s team in preparation for the
Inter-Collegiate Debate Competition during his spare time. Together with
the support and assistance of other instructors and alumni, the debate
team performed outstandingly, exceeded expectations and ultimately
won the then Institute’s first-ever championship in the Inter-Collegiate
Debate Competition. Dr Fong was deeply moved when he heard about the
championship win from the debate team captain, a moment that remains
vivid in his memory. “During those months of interaction, witnessing the
team members encouraging each other and continuously learning, their
rapid growth was truly gratifying,” he remembers.

Expanding new campuses

Returning to the familiar yet unfamiliar EdUHK, seeing the lush

greenery of the campus and the energetic students, a sense of
nostalgia naturally emerged. At the same time, he is pleased to see

the University’s capabilities have significantly grown, with teaching and
research advancing in tandem, the variety of courses continuously being
enriched, the number of courses increasing, and the rapid rise in faculty
and student numbers. As a consequence, campus space has become
increasingly constrained, making the expansion of spatial resources and
the search for new teaching centres a top priority.

Under Dr Fong's stewardship, the University’s new study centre at the

Xigu Centre in the West Kowloon Cultural District will become operational
during the 2025-26 academic year. Additionally, the new academic building
on the Tai Po campus — after the topping out ceremony held earlier

this year — will be completed by the end of 2025. Dr Fong's next focus is
exploring the feasibility of establishing new campuses in the Northern
Metropolis and working out the procedures and details for opening
teaching and research centres across the Greater Bay Area. “We are poised
to step out of Hong Kong, collaborate with more mainland and overseas
institutions, and attract a greater number of students from all over the
world to enrol in our programmes,” he says.

Creating a green campus

To fulfil social responsibilities, EdUHK actively supports the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by promoting sustainable
development and creating a green campus, which is a key focus of the
University's Strategic Plan 2025-2031. Specific measures include installing
wind-powered street lamps and electric vehicle charging facilities, using
recycled water for plant irrigation, laying solar panels, adding recycling

10 | EdUHK Futures #A sk
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points for waste classification in various campus corners, and organising
more green initiatives to enhance environmental awareness among
faculty and students. The ultimate goal is to reduce carbon emissions and
lower electricity consumption, contributing to a more sustainable future.

From the University's strategic development to flora and fauna, these are
his areas of concern. “The campus is home to dozens of species of birds,
insects and fish, as well as a variety of plants and flowers,” he explains.
“Walking along the Heritage Walk every morning, you can feel the breeze
and the fragrance of flowers!” He has recently been working with the
Estates Office to explore planting uniform trees and flowers along the
driveway between the Student Halls and teaching buildings, for a neat
and aesthetically pleasing effect. “In the future, the University will further
enhance its ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) indicators,
making the Tai Po campus a model for sustainable development in Hong
Kong's higher education sector”

Connecting with the world

From frontline student affairs to strategic development and
administrative work, Dr Fong’s career has also undergone transformation
and development, with the scope of his involvement becoming
increasingly broad, including human resources, finance, information
technology, campus development and management, and Council
Secretariat. Looking back, he believes that his university education laid a
solid foundation for his career, particularly in terms of training in critical
thinking and logical analysis, enabling him to confidently face constant
opportunities and challenges. With the rapid development of technology
and increasingly close global connections, Dr Fong considers that the
higher education sector must keep pace with the times, cultivating
future talents with interdisciplinary knowledge and international
perspectives. As a leader in local teacher education, EAUHK will
continuously deepen academic exchanges and research collaborations
with institutions at home and further afield. Through curriculum reform,
combining social development and trends, such as values education and
artificial intelligence applications, it will help students equip themselves
with the skills to face future challenges.

“We plan to introduce more innovative programmes integrating
technology and other disciplines in the next six years, while
collaborating with an expanded network of domestic and international
institutions to even better align with international systems,” Dr Fong
says. “These initiatives will enable our students to stand out in global
competition and become a key force driving social progress,” he adds.
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New programmes prepare students for the
opportunities of a digital world

i Y e g BULE S 3

In line with its Strategic Plan 2025-2031, EQUHK is introducing an array of forward-looking new
programmes at both master’s and undergraduate levels. Designed to prepare graduates for a rapidly
changing world, they cover areas such as artificial intelligence, new media, digital Chinese culture and

communication, as well as personal finance.

REE (KK BRETE2025-2031) - HAEH-RIAAMEUENZHRE - BEELTREDNEE
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Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Digital Chinese Culture and Communication

MBS PELEERE

With the advent of the digital era, this programme is designed to cultivate students’
knowledge of applied technology with an international perspective and humanistic
care. It integrates Chinese language, media, creative arts and digital applications.
While training students in language proficiency, the programme also requires

them to learn various digital tools, as well as master the development, production
and distribution of digital content, so they are equipped to become well-rounded
specialists.

RENZT

Students can gain in-depth knowledge of Chinese culture, artificial intelligence and
digital technology, and have the opportunity to be interns at various firms in Hong
Kong and other cities in the Greater Bay Area. This allows them to apply the knowledge
and skills they have learned, participate in the development of creative digital content,
and acquire the ability to create and publish engaging works on digital platforms.

Graduates can pursue careers in fields such as Chinese education, creative
planning, advertising, media, publishing, tourism, arts management and
international business.
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Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Speech-Language Pathology and Rehabilitation

ERRESREREBES L

This is the first bachelor’'s programme in Hong Kong that combines speech-
language pathology, rehabilitation and psychology, designed according to the
accreditation requirements of The Hong Kong Institute of Speech Therapists.
The programme adopts a cross-disciplinary approach to professional training

in speech therapy. It provides a host of clinical and community internship
opportunities covering service recipients of different ages. Under the supervision
of qualified speech-language pathologists, students have the opportunity to
practise what they have learned in various institutions, conducting screening,
assessment, diagnosis and rehabilitation for patients with language, hearing,
literacy, communication and swallowing disorders.

14 | EQUHK Futures #A ko
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Notably, the programme offers an integrated minor in psychology and well-being,
enabling students to gain in-depth knowledge in areas such as rehabilitation for
elderly people, holistic development, educational psychology and play therapy, to
understand the psychological needs and development of individuals at different
life stages, addressing the ever-changing healthcare and rehabilitation needs.

On completion of the programme, students can register as Accredited Speech
Therapists under the Hong Kong SAR Government’s Health Bureau, to engage
in speech therapy work in hospitals, clinics, non-governmental organisations,
schools and other social service institutions, or serve as university research
assistants related to speech and hearing.

Learning and Teaching &g %
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Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Personal Finance
BN EEEL

As well as being an international financial centre, Hong Kong is also a hub
for asset and wealth management and the demand for personal finance
specialists is increasing. In response, the University has launched the first
bachelor’s degree programme in finance specifically targeting individuals
and families, integrating professional knowledge with theoretical practice. It
covers topics such as tax planning, credit management, retirement planning
and estate planning, and keeps pace with the latest global financial industry
developments, teaching fintech, ESG investment, risk management, and green
and sustainable finance.

The programme emphasises personalised financial planning, professional
ethics and decision-making, and the cultivation of financial communication
skills, providing students with internship opportunities in financial institutions
and field visits, aiding in the establishment and expansion of career and
networks in business, non-governmental organisations and education.

Graduates can choose to pursue careers in the financial industry, such as
financial planners, credit analysts, wealth advisors or engage in financial
education and training-related work.
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Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence for Executive Professionals

BREEEEASATEREBSET

The Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence for Executive Professionals

(MSc AIEP) programme equips leaders with the skills to integrate Al into
diverse organisational contexts. Designed for professionals passionate about
innovation, the programme emphasises leadership and technical knowledge,
enabling participants to effectively engage in Al projects. It offers opportunities
for deep reflection on the human role in productive collaborations with Al,
preparing graduates to leverage the technology to enhance decision-making
and operational efficiency while helping open career opportunities.

The MSc AIEP sets a new standard in professional education, focusing on both
theoretical knowledge and practical applications. Graduates will be ready to
tackle complex challenges and drive innovation across various industries.

The programme caters specifically to executive professionals and educators,
enhancing their strategic thinking and leadership skills without requiring a
deep background in computer science. By integrating real-world applications
of Al, the MSc AIEP prepares participants to lead Al-driven transformations and
guide the younger generation in an Al-permeated society.
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Master of Arts in New Media and Social Media
e o IR B EE L

“In a world where social and new media shape and co-construct understanding of social issues,
politics and participants’ and learners’ identities, media literacy is almost an essential competency —
it is the key to socio-economic flourishing and cross-cultural understanding.”

Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, EQUHK President, Director of the Academy for Educational Development and Innovation

[ERSHEHR  HIXRRAFTRELARBERMEHLERE s 2HEURBEESHRIER -
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The Master of Arts in New Media and Social Media programme explores the
transformative impact of new media and social media on communication and
education. Integrating communication theory with practical media studies,

it employs innovative pedagogical approaches that nurture talents in these
rapidly evolving fields, addressing the diverse educational needs across

Hong Kong, Mainland China, and beyond.

Supported by robust industry partnerships, the programme bridges
traditional communication and media studies with generative Al and
emerging technologies, equipping students to become multidisciplinary
experts capable of designing effective communication strategies and
fostering inclusive learning environments. By emphasising new media
literacy, critical thinking, and analytical skills, and training students to excel
as new media leaders, the programme opens a wide array of career pathways,
including opportunities in content creation, online journalism, and social
media analysis.
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Master of Laws in Digital Governance

HISEREREL

The Master of Laws in Digital Governance (LLM DG) programme is designed
to equip students with the interdisciplinary expertise needed to navigate
the rapidly evolving digital economy. As digital technologies reshape global
economic, social and political landscapes, governments and enterprises
require skilled professionals who can integrate policy, law and governance
to address challenges such as data security, compliance and innovation.
This programme bridges the gap between digital economy policies and legal
frameworks, preparing graduates to become leaders in digital governance,
corporate compliance, or legal consultancy. Its key strength lies in combining
theoretical knowledge with practical applications, enabling students to
tackle real-world issues in Al, cybersecurity and platform regulation.

Prospective students — whether aspiring policymakers, legal professionals,
or academics — will gain a competitive edge in fields such as digital
economy administration, corporate governance or media compliance. The
programme fosters critical thinking, innovation, and leadership, opening
diverse career paths in government, law firms or research. Graduates may
become digital policy advisors, compliance managers or legal experts
shaping future regulations. By blending policy, legal theory and hands-on
skills, the LLM DG ensures graduates are future-ready, capable of driving
ethical and effective digital transformation in an interconnected world.
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Master of Arts in Emerging Technology for Future Workforce
AR RRA NI REL

The Master of Arts in Emerging Technology for Future Workforce (MA ETFW)
prepares forward-thinking professionals to be leaders in an era of rapid
technological transformation. Combining Al, XR, 10T, and machine learning,
this programme equips graduates with the skills to drive innovation in
education, business, healthcare and beyond. Taught by renowned scholars
and industry experts, the curriculum bridges cutting-edge tech with
workforce trends, fostering strategic leadership and global adaptability.

The core strength of the programme lies in its wide-ranging hands-on
courses, including Emerging Technologies for Workforce Development,
Futuristic Mindset and Leadership in the Digital Age, Data Mining for
Trends Analysis and Forecasting, and Well-being and Productivity in the
Digital Age. Graduates emerge as innovators in tech-driven roles, from
Al strategists and digital transformation leaders to education futurists
and well-being consultants. Ideal for aspiring tech leaders, educators,
and entrepreneurs, the MA ETFW unlocks careers at the intersection of
technology, policy, and human-centric design. Whether shaping future
workplaces or pioneering inclusive digital solutions, graduates will be
catalysts for change in a dynamic global economy.

Learning and Teaching 28 %
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Primary humanities and science double bachelor’s degree programmes added

N RARHRERERARE

EdUHK’s ‘Education Futures, Diverse Talents’ gives students a well-rounded
education, so that they may pursue careers in teaching or emerging sectors
and professions. Two more five-year programmes have recently been added.

The Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) in Sociology and Community
Studies and Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Primary Humanities)
programme is designed to equip students with the subject knowledge and
pedagogical skills to teach humanities in primary schools. The sociology
aspect of the programme also enables graduates to pursue diverse career
options in the government sector, non-governmental organisations and
commercial firms, especially those with a community focus. The programme
allows students to gain knowledge and experience in humanities and
sociology, so they may opt to either be teachers or work in the community.

The Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Artificial Intelligence and Educational
Technology and Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Information and
Communication Technology and Primary Science) aims to nurture adept
and visionary educators equipped with the expertise to cater to the varied
educational requirements of learners of information and communication
technology and primary school science education, artificial intelligence

and education technology. Through learning and immersive experiences,
graduates can become professionals and use these technologies to help
shape the future of education.
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Gold medals for brain training and
cancer treatment innovations
ABEFISREEEEREWEBE BT

Seven EdUHK innovations won a total of nine !m
awards at the 50th International Exhibition
of Inventions Geneva, in April.
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The winning projects were developed by research teams from
various departments at the University and cover a wide range of
fields, including artificial intelligence, biomaterials, neuroscience,
sports, and educational technologies. Gold Medals were awarded
to two projects on helping children with autism and treatment for
cancer.

The team led by Dr Michael Yeung Kin-chung, Assistant

Professor at the Department of Psychology, won a Gold Medal

with Congratulations of the Jury and an International Special

Merit Award. Their winning innovation, ‘A Hybrid EEG-fNIRS
Neurofeedback Application for Brain Training for Autistic Children’
is a pioneering system which targets cognitive, emotional, and
social functions in autism. It uses feedback stimuli, reward delivery,
and progressive loading techniques to maximise efficacy and
engagement in children.

The other Gold Medal and International Special Merit Award-

winning innovation is called ‘Novel Biomaterials Used for Dendritic
Cell Vaccine for Cancer Immunotherapy’. The research team is led
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by Professor Ken Yung Kin-lam, Chair Professor of Biology and
Neuroscience at the Department of Science and Environmental
Studies. While traditional cancer treatments often rely on cell-
killing cytotoxic agents, their invention enhances dendritic

cell maturation using silica nanomatrices. This offers a safe
and biocompatible approach to improve treatment efficiency,
effectiveness and survival rates.

Professor Stephen Chow Cheuk-fai, Director of Knowledge
Transfer, sees this recognition as deeply encouraging and
reaffirming of the researchers’ dedication and hard work.
“Participation at Geneva provides EdUHK researchers with
opportunities to interact and collaborate with international
innovators and industry executives. It also demonstrates our
commitment to creating solutions that positively impact society
and advance human well-being,” he says.

Professor Chetwyn Chan Che-hin, EdUHK Vice President
(Research and Development) explains that EQUHK's research
initiatives have profound implications for societal advancement
and human development, reflecting the University’s commitment
to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). “EdUHK aims
to conduct impactful research with clear social benefits. We
recently established the University Research Facility of Human
Behavioural Neuroscience, the University Research Facility of
Data Science and Artificial Intelligence, and the SDG Living
Laboratory. Currently, 42% of our research outputs directly
contribute to SDGs. The awarded inventions demonstrate

our researchers’ exceptional ability to leverage science and
technology to address societal and market needs, highlighting
our dedication to knowledge transfer and the commercialisation
of research outcomes. We will continue to champion innovation,
driving the transformation of research into impactful and
practical solutions,” he adds.

The International Exhibition of Inventions Geneva is widely
regarded as one of the world’s most prominent platforms
dedicated to inventions that push the boundaries of innovation.
This year's edition attracted around 1,050 entries from over 40
countries and regions. Since 2018, EQUHK innovations have won
over 190 awards at local and international invention exhibitions.
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RGC visits EAUHK campus

MERSHAKRKRE

The Research Grants Council (RGC) visited EdUHK in June to gain
a deeper understanding of the University’s new Education Futures
approach. Various tours and group meetings enabled RGC members to

interact with our research postgraduate students and faculty members.

In the afternoon, there was an RGC Forum to enhance
communication between the RGC panels and front-line
researchers at eight UGC-funded universities. Panel
chairs and members shared valuable observations on
the assessment of RGC grant proposals with nearly 400
guests in attendance, including the Acting Secretary of
Education, Dr Jeff Sze Chun-fai.
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Make-Play Station
5 E BBz uh

In an era where STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) learning
is thriving, a research team from EdUHK has
developed the interactive ‘Make-Play Station’ This multifunctional play
station encourages children aged from three to eight to explore and
experiment across various disciplines through hands-on activities.

The innovative learning tool features 20 carefully selected STEAM toolkits,
seamlessly integrated into the curriculum for creative, exploratory and
maker play. For instance, the science toolkits include small measuring
cylinders, helping children visualise concepts like 20 or 200 millimetres,
making abstract ideas more tangible.

“Conducting small experiments independently satisfies children’s
curiosity and stimulates creativity, which in turn makes learning more
enjoyable and engaging,” explains Dr Annie Hu Xinyun, team leader,
Assistant Professor at the Department of Early Childhood Education and
Assistant Director of Global Research Institute for Finnish Education.

Designed with mobility in mind, the station can easily be moved around
classrooms to support group or individual learning. Its compact, space-
efficient design also includes ample storage for a variety of STEAM materials,
addressing the common challenge of limited classroom space in Hong Kong.

The Make-Play Station has received significant recognition at
international competitions, winning several accolades, including the
Bronze Award at the 49th International Exhibition of Inventions Geneva
and a Silver Medal at the Silicon Valley International Invention Festival.
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Visiting Professor Xu Bing & space art
BARFHEMBRK LERRRRIR A

As one of the most creative and influential artists of our time, Professor Xu Bing adeptly employs a variety

of media to explore the essence of art and civilisation, addressing social issues through his creations. In
March this year, he was invited to be Visiting Professor at the Department of Cultural and Creative Arts at
The Education University of Hong Kong. His appointment also marks the launch of the one-year ‘Where Sky
and Earth Meet’ Space Art Education programme, under which EQUHK students can participate in moving
image creation and have their select works sent into outer space.
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After graduating from the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing,
Professor Xu moved to the United States in the 1990s, where he began

to explore words and calligraphy in an environment where Chinese and
Western cultures intersect. He ended up creating the renowned Square
Word Calligraphy, which integrates Chinese calligraphy with the English
alphabet. Over the decades, he has navigated the realms of tradition and
modernity, continuously reflecting on the boundaries of art. Last year, he
led the official launch of the SCA-1 art satellite, marking the beginning of
his exploration into space art.

“I'd never thought my work could have had anything to do with outer
space,” Professor Xu says, confessing his initial disinterest in this ‘high-
level’ project. Further research with his team, however, convinced him that
the merging of art and aerospace technology could extend one’s horizon
to outer space, affording unique perspectives from beyond Earth. This
could, in turn, inspire new philosophies for addressing terrestrial issues,
or effective ways of tackling them.

In addition to being an artist, Xu is also a teacher. The rise of Al has not
only transformed daily life but also significantly impacted education.
“This generation of students has stronger learning and knowledge
acquisition abilities than | did,” he reflects, acknowledging the challenge
of keeping pace with ever-evolving tools and knowledge. Nonetheless,
he embraces technology, especially for the way Al enables him to
discern what is truly valuable in life beyond mere visuals or innovations.

In light of concerns from some artists about being replaced by Al,
Professor Xu argues that Al actually helps clarify the distinction between
technology and art, amid the bulk of our past artistic creations and all
that we taught our students. “What Al ultimately explores are human
thinking patterns, such as how humans work and how their brains work.
Works co-created by humans remain irreplaceable,” he adds. “Today, |
appreciate art more than ever, because as Al advances, the significance of
art increases.”

As knowledge acquisition evolves, with people learning more from mobile
devices than from museums, Xu is left to ponder: “What irreplaceable role
will the University play in the future? That is one fundamental issue.”
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Profile f&r
1981 - Bachelor's degree from the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA), Beijing
RAREMER 2T 2%

1990 - Visited the United States as an Honorary Artist
LASSBEITR S 1D 3%

1999 - MacArthur Fellowship (USA)
BEREERNE [ XA ]

2004 - Artes Mundi Prize (Wales)
TR L BIPRAR B E iy 52

2007 - Lifetime Achievement Award (Southern Graphics Council)
E2EIRERBE [MREBMK T E]

2007 - Appointed Vice President of the Central Academy of Fine Arts
BHRRAEMERZEREIRE

2018 — Xu Beihong Award (Central Academy of Fine Arts)
R REMERT [1RIDEEMEIELE]

2024 - Appointed as Ambassador for Cultural Promotion (Hong Kong)
EEEE LR
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ProfessorYan Zi

Champion of knowledge transfer

ZTHRERHANAEBREE

Professor Yan Zi, Head of the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction, has been awarded the 2025 President’s Award for
Outstanding Performance in Knowledge Transfer, in recognition
especially of his achievements in creating social impact and
sustainability in the community. His research, which focuses on
educational assessment in both school and higher education settings
and in Rasch measurement, aims to enhance the understanding and
optimisation of assessment processes for improved student learning
and lifelong development. His holistic assessment framework has
been adopted by the Education Bureau in the updated Primary
Education Curriculum Guide.

In 2024-25, the Honorary Professor at the world-renowned Centre for
Research in Assessment and Digital Learning at Deakin University
received nearly HK$8 million under the RGC Senior Research

Fellow Scheme, highlighting his significant contributions to
educational research. Recognised as one of the top 2% most-cited
scientists globally, Professor Yan continues to lead advancements

in educational measurement, shaping the future of learning and
teaching. His ongoing research projects include exploring the role of
generative Al in self-assessment and developing students’ feedback
literacy through peer assessment.

Beyond his research, Professor Yan has conducted over 100
professional development workshops, training over 3,500
stakeholders, including
principals, teachers and
parents across Hong Kong,
Macau, and Mainland

China, greatly enhancing
knowledge transfer in the
field. His recent publication,
Student Self-assessment

as a Process for Learning,

is a landmark work that
examines the significance
of self-assessment in
educational contexts.
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Dr Chrysa Keung Pui-chi
Advancing early childhood education
ZREZHITBNHEIN RATER

This year's recipient of both the President’s Award for Outstanding ESF [HBERERBARKRE] FRFRFEHRLHK
Performance in Teaching and for Outstanding Performance in EROVERHARRBENEEZEHL  E9HR
Research, Early Career category, Dr Chrysa Keung Pui-chi is making HEEY  EREHZBERMTAN  HEBEEEN
significant strides in early childhood education both as an educator B BANERRAEGEEREYENEZT L &
and a researcher. As Assistant Professor at the Department of ARHBETTE  RR2HE - RUMEEEREFHR
Education Policy and Leadership, Dr Keung specialises in educational FERE o M RERE AN RHERNEEE
inequality, parental involvement and teacher development. Her B EREERNEE RIERHE -
recent research focus has shifted to leadership practices, play-based
learning and positive education within early childhood studies. ZHITEREAABESOMHUEEZHETRE - 5
RMRERZEARER - BERN BB HHERZED
Well-versed in using large-scale data to investigate educational EHEFARERFNFEEB XM (2025-2026) + AR
transitions and pathways, Dr Keung is leading projects that OIERKATERERR T REHEMEEITIEIIE
range from exploring the REEEEE (2025) - B NN EBFES
professional agency of Hong ~J a T e 7 A E FEEHERR 2 HHEER -
Kong kindergarten teachers ‘IA 7 Sekaal e EBENRHABOARERTEDEEE
who work with socio- TP b , : ~ BAE -
economically disadvantaged = r—3 [3[]
children (2025-2026) : . ... TERZR - EHE LB R MBIRIE IR R
to analysing university ~A ['E BEMSEN - thEREE - SEER

ERTBHBAE B ABEBKKEMIE
EERSLE - RIBANHBEE X
RAZZERBERN B B E#EE AR
B [ R FIR G2 O AT IS L2 E
FRZ - |

teachers’ conflicting
priorities in assessment

in the age of GenAl

(2025). Her commitment

to understanding the
intersections of leadership,
teacher agency and
educational outcomes places
herin a key role in influencing the
future of early childhood education.

As a teacher, Dr Keung recognises

the importance of listening to and
understanding her students’ needs.
She values collaboration and enjoys
engaging graduate students as
teammates and partners, rather

than just students. Reflecting on her
experience at EAUHK, she says she

is “Consistently inspired by the self-
awareness and originality” of her Gen Z
students. “There’s much | can learn from
their inquisitive and innovative spirit,
she adds.
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Connecting communities,
promoting sustainable development
ERUE HEFHEER

As a member of the Tai Po community, EAUHK collaborates with local organisations to run various
activities aimed at promoting social sustainability. These efforts reflect the commitment of the
University’s faculty and students to the community, care for the elderly, integration and support for the
UN Sustainable Development Goals.

ERABHERP -8 FRAAERKNBHEARSHE  ERSHEEBHLETRERRNETD - RERKAGE
LEHE  BIERE  FBHAR  REDBSEUFERRBEFENRDL
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Campus return provides university experience

In March this year, EQUHK, in collaboration with the office of Tai

Po District Council Member Mr Armstrong Lee Hon-cheung, held a
‘One-Day Student Experiential Programme’, inviting some 30 elderly
residents from Tai Po to explore the EQUHK campus and experience
university life.

The participating seniors had an average age of 76, with the oldest
being 93. They visited teaching facilities, student dormitories and
the Hong Kong Museum of Education. In addition, they attended a
series of health education workshops to learn about exercise, brain
health, and mental health. They also engaged in STEM interactive
teaching using drones. After completing the experience, they donned
graduation gowns and received certificates, conveying the important
message that education transcends age and is a lifelong learning
journey across generations.

This event is part of ‘The EJUHK SDG Living Laboratory @ Tai-po -
Community Well-being’, showcasing EdUHK'’s efforts in promoting
community education and intergenerational integration. Looking ahead,

EdUHK plans to regularise this activity and introduce new elements such

as hearing tests and nutritional guidance, benefitting more seniors and
sustaining their passion for learning to live vibrant lives.

Community i & # &
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Connecting communities for health integration

EdUHK also recently held a ceremony for the SDG Living Laboratory
project, reflecting on the achievements of the past year. By June

this year, the project team had conducted numerous workshops
promoting physical fitness and exercise safety, reaching nearly

300 elders. The team also provided free cognitive screening at
multiple community collaboration points in Tai Po, using the Hong
Kong version of the Montreal Cognitive Assessment tool to test for
impairment in nearly 1,000 seniors, raising public awareness of brain
degeneration risks.

Long-term partnerships with 12 district councillors, nine care teams,
and five community organisations have been established, laying the
foundation for the project’s continued expansion. In the future, the
project will further collaborate with local organisations to introduce
new elements related to mental health and nutrition, including
offering mental health screenings, hosting well-being workshops, and
teaching emotional management and stress adjustment techniques.
These are designed to enhance seniors’ psychological resilience and
emotional health. Additionally, an innovative electronic nutrition
monitoring system will assist seniors in recording and analysing
dietary habits to provide personalised nutritional advice.

EAdUHK will continue to leverage its interdisciplinary research and
knowledge transfer strengths, combined with community resources,
to offer comprehensive health support to elderly people in Tai Po,
contributing valuable experience to future community health projects
while promoting sustainable development.

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

QUALITY GENDER

EQUALITY

EDUCATION
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Light volleyball helps healthy aging

The University has consistently supported the popularisation of sport in
general and emerging sports in particular. Led by Dr Leung Ka-man from
the Department of Health and Physical Education, the light volleyball
programme has gradually expanded in the community in recent years,
showing promising results. The programme is divided into two phases:
research in the first phase indicates that soft volleyball is more effective
in improving seniors' health compared with tai chi. The second phase
involves promoting light volleyball among the elderly in Shenzhen,
Nanchang and locally.

Light volleyball is a new sport featuring a larger and lighter ball
compared to a traditional volleyball, with slower passing speeds and

a lower entry barrier, making it easier for beginners to master. The
EdUHK research team has further developed seated light volleyball,
specifically to improve the physical and mental health of individuals
with physical disabilities. They have collaborated with various social
welfare organisations, centres for elders and sports groups to promote
this team sport in the community, including organising training classes
and co-hosting competitions.

In April this year, the research team led a delegation to Singapore

to participate in the 2025 Five-Star International Soft Volleyball Club
Championship. They continued collaborating with the Hong Kong Light
Volleyball Association, organising a competition for seniors in the
community in June to enhance their enjoyment of sport, reduce body fat
percentage, and promote healthy aging.

Dr Leung Ka-man, Department of Health and Physical Education
is dedicated to promoting the light volleyball programme

BARFEERREERRRI G LR ERIRA E)
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From the silver screen to EAUHK:
Dylan So is learning to seize the day and

let his light shine
RAaFE =

Dylan So Man-to

Bachelor of Education (Honours) (English Language)
BE

KEREHEREST

As he took home the Best New Performer award for his role in Papa
at this year's Hong Kong Film Awards, EQUHK student Dylan So Man-to
graciously thanked his family — onstage and backstage — and team,
his smile betraying a hint of exhilaration. Reflecting on the surreal
moment when acting legend Tony Leung presented the award to him,
he admits, “It still feels like a dream — never did | expect this, but I'm
incredibly grateful for the honour”

Soft-spoken yet earnest, the first-year (English Language) Education
major traced his journey from (post-Papa) preparation for the Diploma
of Secondary Education exams to navigating university life at EdUHK.
The past year has been transformative: transitioning from secondary
school to university, experiencing campus living for the first time, forging
new friendships, and immersing himself in student activities. Currently

a committee member of the University's Drama Society, Dylan is set on
exploring his interests in the performing arts.

His decision to pursue education stems from formative encounters
with inspiring teachers. A primary school teacher helped him overcome
struggles in English, while a secondary school social worker-teacher
blurred the lines between mentor and friend. “These experiences
planted the seed. | wanted to be someone who could impact others
the same way,” he explains.

Dylan praises the University's verdant campus, collaborative atmosphere,
and vibrant student life. But beyond aesthetics, his time there has reshaped
his approach to discipline and teamwork. “I used to be carefree, but
filmmaking taught me accountability — when you're part of a team, your
actions affect everyone,” he reflects. The past year at the University has
taught him much about getting along with different people and managing
time. “Juggling multiple commitments is an art. University life forces you to
master it"

Regarding his future career path, Dylan maintains an open mindset. He
finds both teaching and acting thrilling, yet he tries to prioritise the
present by valuing his time at EdUHK, diligently pursuing his degree,
and seizing every performance opportunity that comes his way.
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Integrating the philosophy of

sport with education
HEEEIFBARTH

Cheung Hoi-yuen
Master of Arts in Chinese Studies (Language Education)
RELTT

P REL (FEXHE)

First-year student of the Master of Arts in Chinese Studies (Language
Education) programme Cheung Hoi-yuen has been recognised with
the 2024/25 President’s Commendation Scheme award in the area of
Sports. Her dedication to judo has earned her numerous accolades in
competitions as well as positioning her as a passionate advocate for
physical activity.

Hoi-yuen's impressive achievements in judo reflect her commitment to
excellence, but her impact extends far beyond personal success. Actively
involved in sports promotion on and off campus, she champions the
importance of sport as a lifelong pursuit, encouraging her peers to embrace
physical fitness as a fundamental part of their lives.

Hoi-yuen believes that sport can profoundly influence personal growth and
character development. Drawing from her extensive experience as a judoka,
she plans to integrate valuable lessons from the sport into her Chinese
language teaching. She underscores skills such as concentration and
problem-solving — crucial in both judo and academic settings.

Having in mind a holistic approach to education that incorporates the
transformative power of sport, she also highlights the virtue of perseverance,
which she believes is essential for today’s younger generation. “I aspire to
cultivate resilience and determination in my future students, preparing them
to navigate the challenges they may encounter in life.”
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An aspiring advocate for
educational equity

— (IR REZEATFRIEESE

Arshdeep Singh Randhawa

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Language Studies and
Bachelor of Education (Honours) (English Language)
BN ENRTEEENERERHFEL

Second-year Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Language Studies

and Bachelor of Education (Honours) (English Language) student
Arshdeep Singh Randhawa is dedicated to creating supportive
educational environments and inspiring the next generation of
English learners. His journey into education advocacy was first
sparked by an English teacher from his early school years, whose
encouragement and empathy ignited his passion for learning. “She
would write comments longer than the essays I'd submitted, delving
into what worked, what needed improvement, and how | could grow
as a writer and thinker. Her words weren’t just critiques; they were
evidence of care and commitment,” the recipient of the 2023-24 Hong
Kong Jockey Club Undergraduate Scholarship recalls.

At EAUHK, Arshdeep highlights the “transformative” experience of
the Top Scholars Development Programme, which provided him with
training in impromptu speaking, strategic storytelling and leadership
skills. This programme challenged him to think on his feet, craft
impactful narratives and lead with empathy. A particularly influential
session focused on educational equity in Hong Kong, revealing the
systemic challenges faced by underprivileged students.

With a deepened understanding of social equity in education,
Arshdeep is actively seeking opportunities to apply his skills and
expand his impact. “Whether it's

through leading initiatives, joining
advocacy groups, or collaborating
on innovative education projects,

I am committed to using what I've
learned to drive meaningful change

in my field,” he says.
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Letting ideals
take flight in music
= LS el

Daphnee Choy Ming-yan

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Creative Arts and Culture and
Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Music)

AR

flZEEmE L AE BT RELNFRES T

Daphnee Choy’s musical journey is full of surprises. She began learning TR SERE - PEFEET T - OFEIDREA
the flute at the age of five and was introduced to the zhongruan during AR - KFEEEAIMABZRIER S EARE2026HU5 =
secondary school years. Four years ago, she decided to enrol at EdUHK, E5E1E - BN AR EL 2 - —BERTM
and last year won three awards at the AIMA Fukuoka Music Competition =
2024 in Fukuoka, Japan.

BNEBEE  EXERAEN - RFEMITRT

She has loved music since childhood and enjoys performing, and also 1 ZRTRBECEETHRKR  BARERETR
has a passion for arts administration. Daphnee is grateful for having SR ERRME - PREMTR - BERME -
chosen the University because the programme covers various forms SHYBZEHE  E I AEBATRENEE &
of artistic expression and creation, touching on arts administration, LB S R IETE R o BHUL R - I ERS

backstage production, music education and more. This has allowed her HERNES  BEHAREZLE L FHEEERE &
to experience both the front- and back-of-house operations, which she TRFRHRAZEEER  HHT TP EREED

finds invaluable. At the same time, she participates in school activities, MR -

serving as the chairperson and student conductor of the university

orchestra, collaborating seamlessly with students from different AERR - MRTHEARZMIFEHRY) - BRIEEM

classes, and making many friends with similar interests. BEBEMRS L #MEN G TEEEF o [HAE
EHEEMERERREQEL - fIZR Ty E R

Speaking of mentors, she explains that the teachers at the University TEEER o | FMN - ZTNERRE - EHIURE

are very approachable and willing to offer advice and support in both PRI REEY - ERERETANZIAKESEESLE

academic and career planning. “We even have the opportunity to BB - INS2ENERFEIRE - BHEIN2NE

perform alongside renowned musicians, such as Ms Nancy Loo and 5% ERAUAZMNBMRSERRR  EE

Ms Colleen Lee,” she says. The open and diverse school atmosphere BERE BRI R & 158 o

has allowed her to immerse herself and continuously progress. EdUHK

also provides various exchange opportunities to enrich students’ BN AR B RIZMRIE —F - thiE BRAEN A -

experiences, such as participating in Greater Bay Area music tours, NEEBIEE S LA BT - RIEEREFHAZHEE -

attending overseas music festivals, collaborating and exchanging [BERELE  REHAUWERZ @ FEIRZELS

ideas with artists from around the world, and even receiving personal e WESZIES FH—1)

guidance from musical masters.

As she is about to enter the final year
of her programme, she already has

a clear direction, aiming to further
her music studies in France, and

is currently actively preparing for

the admission selection. “Looking
back over the past few years, | have
gained so much at EQUHK, had many
opportunities to perform, and learned
to enjoy everything | have done on

stage,” she says. \‘ 3
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Comprehensive Ideological and Patriotic Education pilot tourin Hunan

HXREHERFAKX BB ETE

A ‘Comprehensive Ideological and Patriotic Education’ study tour to Hunan
took place in late 2024, in which students learned about areas such as
history, literature, technology and national security. The tour was conducted
through a learning-by-doing approach and focused on teaching and research,
creating a cultural journey that combined knowledge with experience.

Led by EAUHK President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, the delegation first
visited Hunan First Normal University (HFNU), where a memorandum

of understanding was signed to establish the EQUHK-HFNU Joint Centre
for Innovative Ideological and Patriotic Education. EdUHK became the
first higher education institution in Hong Kong to explore the concept of
Comprehensive Ideological and Patriotic Education.

HFNU is the alma mater of the late Chinese leader Mao Zedong, who
studied and worked there for eight years. During that time, he transformed
from a patriotic student and young teacher into a professional
revolutionary. The delegation attended an introductory class on
Comprehensive Ideological and Patriotic Education and visited the Mao
Zedong and First Normal Memorial Hall to learn about the education and
nurturing of Mao and other early revolutionaries. The group then travelled
to Shaoshan to visit Mao Zedong's former residence. Led by Professor Lee,
they laid a wreath at the Mao Zedong statue in Shaoshan Square. They also
toured the Mao Zedong Memorial Museum to understand the founding
leader’s upbringing, his journey from rural life to education and truth-
seeking, which ultimately led him to establish a new China.

The delegation’s next stop was Fenghuang Ancient City, where they explored
the former residence and tomb of literary giant Shen Congwen. Guided by
an expert in Shen Congwen studies, students followed in the footsteps of
the author, delving into his world through his writing. They traced his family
background and formative experiences, exploring how the cultural and
natural environment of western Hunan shaped Shen'’s spiritual world and
literary style.

The itinerary also included visits to Hunan Provincial Museum, Mawangdui
Han Tomb exhibition, Changsha Bamboo Slips Museum, and Hunan TV.
The rich programme incorporated elements of Chinese history, stories of
great figures, literary appreciation, national security, scenic beauty, media
development and technological advancement.

The concept of Comprehensive Ideological and Patriotic Education
promoted in the Mainland aims to break the confines of the traditional
classroom and move beyond the lectern. It emphasises integration with
real-life contexts and highlights
the subject’s relevance to social
life. EAUHK will reference the
content and model to explore ways
to integrate it into the University's
general education curriculum.
Through visits and experiential
learning, the initiative seeks to
deepen students’ understanding
of national history, culture, and
current development, nurturing
more educators and professionals
with a strong sense of national
identity and responsibility.

=
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Links with GBA schools provide
practical experience for future teachers

HREXEEEATFHEREE
AEYMRHUEERS

An EdUHK delegation recently visited Shenzhen Hong

Kong Pui Kiu College Longhua XinYi School (Pui Kiu XinYi
School) and Princeton Skylake International School for

Hong Kong students (Shenzhen). It was the first meeting under
a memorandum of understanding to deepen a long-term
partnership, promote educational and teacher development, and
inject new momentum into areas such as teacher training, student
internships and resource sharing. This year also marks the first
time both schools welcomed EdUHK students for internship
experiences.

EAdUHK will continue strengthening connections with mainland
partner schools, encouraging the recommendation of outstanding
mainland students to enrol at EQUHK. Additionally, discussions
are underway to enhance collaboration and promote interactions
between teachers from both regions.

EdUHK hosts QS EduData Summit
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EduData Summit 2025

BRERQSHEMBIES

EAdUHK, in strategic partnership with Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), hosted the EduData Summit 2025 in
Singapore, in June. Themed ‘Connecting EduData:
Aligning Data Science, Skills and Innovation’, the
summit brought together over 400 global educators,
researchers, policymakers and industry experts to
explore the transformative potential of data science
and Al in education.

The University participated in three key sessions that highlighted
its thought leadership in leveraging data-driven approaches to
reimagine education:

« EdUHK President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin gave a keynote
speech on redefining educational success with Al and big data
while addressing ethical considerations, such as transparency,
fairness, and student empowerment.

« Vice President Professor Chetwyn Chan Che-hin moderated a
discussion exploring how universities can leverage integrated
data ecosystems to inform strategic decision-making across
academic, operational, and financial domains.

e Adiscussion on using learning analytics to enhance student
engagement, active learning and academic success was
moderated by Professor Yan Zi, Department Head of Curriculum
and Instruction.
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EdUHK receives HKS5 million donation
for ASD project from Koo’s Giving
Charitable Foundation

PBREFREZREEEIRELESR
X eV EREEREREEZIEIEE

The University has received a generous donation of HKS5 million

from Koo's Giving Charitable Foundation to support a new
educational initiative entitled ‘School Aspire’ under its ‘Project Aspire’.
The donation will allow the provision of effective academic and
professional support to high-functioning autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
students and young adults, enhancing their competencies in academic
pursuits and integration into school and work life.

EdUHK President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to Koo's Giving Charitable Foundation and its Chair, Ms Lydia
Koo, and highlighted the contributions of Ms Cecilia Fok and Mrs Winifred
Ip Fok Woon-yee, founder of Project Aspire, for their efforts.

The School Aspire initiative will run from September 2025 to August 2029,
offering training courses for K3 to S6 students with ASD, their parents,
teachers and related professionals. It is also designed to transfer
knowledge to reach broader beneficiaries while creating internship
opportunities for people with ASD.

Joint University Student
Innovative Teaching Competition

BERKBECIHMPEHRE

The University held the inaugural Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
University Student Innovative Teaching Competition, in May, in
collaboration with South China Normal University (SCNU) and
the University of Macau (UM).

The competition was part of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
University Alliance for Teacher Education. Attended by over 40
pre-service teachers from Hong Kong, Macao, and Guangdong, it
showcased innovative teaching ideas focusing on global citizenship
education and a more interconnected and responsible educational
community.

Shortlisted teams delivered final presentations to a panel of judges,
including Professor Zhou from UM, Professor Zhuo Zelin from SCNU,
and Dr Tina Gao from EdUHK. Each team demonstrated critical thinking
and creativity in their lesson plans, aiming to enhance student
learning, engagement and outcomes.

Awards for the best lesson plans went to students from EdUHK for
‘Our Global Travel Card’, SCNU for ‘Protecting the Earth is a Shared
Responsibility’, UM for ‘Algae Purification Theory’ and Dongguan University
of Technology for ‘Joyfully Watching the Waves of Rice and Grains.
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EdUHK hosts symposium on
Cantonese opera teaching for
Greater Bay Area schools

HXEREDEAXEEP/ N2 ERHBHAE

The ‘Advancing Chinese Traditional Culture in Greater Bay Area
Schools — Symposium for Cantonese Opera Teaching 2025,
held by EAUHK at the Xiqu Centre in May, brought together
scholars from across the Greater Bay Area to discuss the
practice of Cantonese opera education in schools. The event
featured a variety of performances by students from both

Guangdong and Hong Kong, including Mulan Joins the Army using the HARRSABEMAP LR [EBBRKERPE
Yueju Accomp application created by EAUHK. BEERERB 2/ N E2ERIHEHTE

2025 - R T REBMZEREEIRAAREEE
EITRAN R  BHTLRERBBENREENS
£RE - BPREERFCEHM [ Bihmmn] g
RREsUEREMIAM CREIRE) - RIREEIRIFR

The event was organised by EdUHK's Academy for Educational
Development and Innovation and the Xiqu and Intangible Cultural
Heritage Centre, and co-organised with the Xiqu Centre in the West
Kowloon Cultural District, the Guangdong Academy of Education,

the Shunde Education and Teachers Development Centre, and the Ly
Department of Cultural TET & B 2R B 2 R 281 3 52 B B[R] 18k gh 22
and Creative Arts at JEEEAFOER - BAEEE TS - BR
EdUHK. It was supported BHEWRR - BILTIEERRHE BHMEER
by the Education DRBRCEEAIBREMERAH - WESEE
Bureau of the Hong FRTREBRNSEER  ERERESURES
Kong SAR Government, BYABNMABERERFAZSEF -
the Cantonese Opera
Development Fund,
and the Rural Training
College Alumni
Association.
AERA Reception in USA unites global scholars BABBERAEERER (2R) RS54 A
TREERNHSNERLRERAEHRSFL - I
HARERYEARGEFERTREE BTHA - ATH RIS | AEBHR
[EExfpkea® FE - RE|E400BATHE - —RERSRA
SRR - IR R AR o
The University's Faculty of Education and Human Development RREBAEDEHHBEERAFRETEEN
(FEHD) hosted a reception at the Annual Conference of the American A o RE24ERR - 158 A2 M E
Educational Research Association (AERA) in Denver, USA in late April. WERSZE HRAENERER —Z - (REH
The event, under the theme of ‘EdUHK: Empowering Education for Asia BOZ  WRRRKHEIEHRS -

and Beyond', brought together over 400 attendees to celebrate the

4 ’ ; WRBSEE—SEEADRERNRSEENRE
faculty’s achievements and strengthen global connections.

EZENBE  RRBEGEBEBZHHE
Participants included distinguished academics, researchers and HEMBEITR  REANFES - BEHERK -
experts from 158 universities and eight organisations
across 24 countries. The event represented a valuable
platform for networking, sharing insights and exploring
collaborations to advance education worldwide.

The reception provided an opportunity for FEHD to
strengthen its ties with international scholars and
universities, helping to advance research, promote
knowledge transfer and shape a future defined by
innovation and collaboration.
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Conference promotes martial arts education and cultural heritage

Tt EHES R AR F L HER

The University hosted a two-day event ‘Chinese Martial Arts and Culture

Conference’ in April, which provided a cross-cultural exchange platform for

practitioners, educators, and enthusiasts alike. The event was supported
by the Education Bureau's New Territories East Regional Education Office
and the Chinese national sports administration. Several martial arts
experts and scholars from home and abroad were invited to give keynote
speeches and be panel guests.

The first day featured martial arts performances, keynote speeches and
panel discussions, as well as paper presentations and workshops. These
included basic tai chi and baduanjin classes taught by world champions
and EAUHK ‘New Six Arts’ course instructors, and a wing chun experience
class. Professor Hung Keung at EQUHK's Department of Cultural and
Creative Arts and author of the Highlights of Innovative Learning Series

on Tai Chi, used augmented reality ‘Tai Chi Compound Chinese Characters’

and the Tai Chi Panda designed by him and his research team to offer a
novel augmented reality tai chi learning experience.

On the second day, experts and scholars explored the integration

of martial arts with education, technology, and film from various
perspectives. The creative team behind Twilight of the Warriors: Walled
In also joined the forum, sharing their insights into martial arts as
portrayed on screen, the lineage of wing chun, and the transmission

of its techniques — becoming a focal point of the symposium. Director
Soi Cheang praised the symposium’s innovative approach of combining
traditional Chinese martial arts with modern technology, and expressed
his support for EdUHK’s upcoming initiative, ‘Martial Arts into Schools"
Martial arts actors German Cheung Man-kit and Philip Ng Wan-lung each
shared their past experiences collaborating with schools, and expressed
their hopes that EQUHK's series of activities and initiatives would help
integrate martial arts into students’ learning and everyday lives.

Note: The Tai Chi Panda can be seen in the Art Gallery section of this issue.

38 | EdUHK Futures #A£k

BARNLARITT BEMRE [ ERMESCHT
gl () ARRMEEE  HETHEEREN
EFRHEEXLRZRTE - A SESEHERMARE
BHERBRARBERERRBRITESEIEHOX
R WBE T SUNREBRIRMER - BEHEE
TREEBNEARE

MASEARDRERMRE  TREBNERD
F o ONRHT ZERXERFELESS TR - B
BEAEEERIA [H 2] RIEGMRRER
KBRS - TFEREERI - AL R
BEMR AR (KIENAIFEE ZFIMREE)
1E& HIEBUR - E‘iﬁﬁﬁbfﬂﬁﬂ%ll‘%ﬁﬁ*”ﬁ’] [ K&
BRET]MIAGRERE] BEEERKE  R2NES
REFWARKIGEE GEE -

AR X - FRBEHTANAE RN RITRR
BB BRMEA - (MEREZES) TAE

BXEI35 BRAD A P Z8REE T AT - SkF MK B 5
BEE KA ENES - BRIHEER BT
SRR ERMARINRRREOMBCEFEEHA - L
REAREI RS [ AERE ) EU%)?:#*J%%/T\SE
FRURIDERRXEMMOAEIBIDOZFEC B
FHERMNAHELER  BEHNEE—RIINES
FEBE - HHHRMKAREREMERN—ED -

E - [RRRRRSHE | AT RICAHZERER D

Former Hong Kong wushu team representative and current EQUHK ‘New Six Arts’ course
instructor Miss Gina Chen Suijin taught baduanjin and tai chi, along with Ms Liu Xuxu

AIEB R RIFECK [F17°8 ] RIEBRRIRRZ L TR R R L LBREEE R BFAE




News % K % &1
I

Elite athletes shine in competitions
BREBEREHEHBRSHHE

The University's elite athletes have achieved outstanding results

in multiple sports competitions in recent months. The University's
cyclists won one gold, three silver, and two bronze medals at the 2025
Asian Track Cycling Championships, while the men’s squash team and
women's handball team won their university championships.

EdUHK encourages students to balance their participation in sports
with their academic commitments. Students’ holistic development and
well-being are highly valued and the University will continue to foster
a vibrant sports culture while supporting student athletes in achieving
their dreams.
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Students gain international perspective
through Global Lens initiative

[ £3KREZ T | 58

1R FE 22 & Bl PR 4R BF

Travel comes in many guises nowadays. With the plethora of online reading, audio and video content available
at our fingertips, via our phones, it is extremely easy to change location without really travelling at all,

remaining in our own social, cultural and linguistic bubble.

RENSERZEAN  BEFH  AMTUBRESSERALEARYTER  DEFEERBNESEILE

B BERHFHEES [BE| RN -

EdUHK's Global Lens initiative overcomes geographical restraints
to learning, by bringing issues from around the world to the
classroom. It broadens students’ horizons, enabling them to
explore global and cross-cultural topics, so they may become
global citizens with an awareness of cultures and environments,
and the issues the world faces today.

In the 2024-25 academic year, the University's Student Affairs

Office has held 14 webinars and workshops to date, engaging

744 students in total. Year four Bachelor of Education (Honours)
(Chinese Language) student Li Shuairui says that attending the
webinars has been an enlightening experience that has broadened
his perspective on the challenges faced in global development.
“They have reminded me of the power of cross-cultural dialogue

in fostering empathy and innovative problem-solving. I'm deeply
grateful for the opportunity to engage with such thought-provoking
content,” he says.

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) form the
backbone of the students’ development path. Workshops and
webinars in the 2024-25 academic year, for example, cover topics
including redevelopment in the South Korean city of Busan and
youth employment in South Africa. A workshop was held on

the impact of climate change and local cultures on the coffee
ecosystem. “The workshop enriched my understanding of coffee
by providing valuable insights into global coffee bean cultivation
practices reflecting SDG 12 — Responsible Consumption and
Production,” says Lee Ka-ka, who is in year three of the Bachelor
of Social Sciences (Honours) in Psychology programme. “It also
highlighted the current state of the coffee industry in Hong Kong,
emphasising the importance of sustainable practices within local
contexts,” she adds.

Charles Chan Chi-yin, Assistant Director of Student Affairs

and the person in charge of Global Lens, sees the initiative

as empowering students to take a step beyond their local
perspectives. “They are engaged with pressing global issues to
foster cross-cultural understanding and sustainable thinking,” he
explains. “Through webinars and interactive sessions, we bring
the world to our students, enabling them to explore biodiversity,
urban development, and social issues in ways that resonate
deeply with their role as global change-makers,” he adds.
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Guest speaker Ms Veloshni Baker, Graduate Support
Officer from Chrysalis Academy (bottom), shares her
experiences with a local employment programme in Africa
during a webinar
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Belt and Road events strengthen
educational and cultural ties

[ —%F—i% | BEINGAE T (L EHER

The Belt and Road Initiative is an important national development strategy. EQUHK has long been committed to
building interdisciplinary research networks, educational and cultural exchanges and other collaboration with
universities and associations in Belt and Road countries. As part of this, the University has organised an array of

events in recent months.

[—%— | EERRAXEZNRREKE HAXA-—EHBIRAE [ -F-BERBERNABEREBELESENAR

B HEAFREIAREMIGE  DAERERT —RIER -

In May, a thematic symposium, entitled the ‘International
Chinese Language Education and Belt and Road

Education Cooperation Symposium’ was held by EdUHK

in collaboration with Xinjiang Normal University. The
symposium was co-organised by the Beijing Language and
Culture University, Kashgar University, Minzu University of
China, Shandong Normal University and Yunnan Normal
University. It was part of the China-Central Asia Industry-
Academia-Research Collaboration Conference, which was
co-organised by the Ministry of Education of China and The
People’s Government of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

To share the latest findings on advancing education and diversity
learning, and explore the integration of artificial intelligence and
educational technology in special education, EdUHK organised the
‘Bridging Borders through Technology: Belt & Road Conference on
Special Education” in collaboration with SDU University in Kazakhstan
and Sultan Idris Education University in Malaysia on 20 May. The
conference also featured an exhibition area with participation from
eight organisations from Hong Kong and Malaysia, which demonstrated
how Al-driven, Big Data and innovation tools can address challenges in
education, and support students with special educational needs.

Also in May, EdUHK held the inaugural Contemporary Art and Music
Performance Festival on its campus in Tai Po, in collaboration with

the Romer String Quartet. The festival was dedicated to promoting
contemporary music and fostering cross-cultural dialogue, and featured
selected contemporary works exploring the theme of ‘Composer and
Performer Interaction, by both local and international composers.

In June, EAUHK held the ‘Belt and Road International Conference on
Multilingual Education, Cultural Heritage and Talent Cultivation’ The
conference explored how multilingual education can promote cultural
integration, maintain the cultural continuity of overseas Chinese
communities, and strengthen education collaboration and talent
cultivation among various countries and regions. Keynote speakers were
from Al-Farabi Kazakh National University / Kazakh National Women'’s
Teacher Training University, Beijing Language and Culture University,
EdUHK and Nanyang Technological University, along with plenary
speakers from universities and associations in Indonesia, Malaysia,
Saudi Arabia, Thailand and Vietnam.
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EdUHK links with Harvard and Stanford for
joint symposium on Emerging Technologies
and Future Talents

KNG - HTiEfEIE 82 [ hEBH R R AT | S RiE

A Joint Symposium on Emerging Technologies and Future Talents was held by representatives of
Harvard University, Stanford University and EAUHK on the latter’s Tai Po campus in May.

IRHAE  FUERABEAARRR SAERAKERELAREM [ HTEANMRERRAT | BEWHE -
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The event brought together scholars and industry experts from different parts
of the world to explore and study the integration and application of emerging HEE@EBBZSFIToERE  AARTALERE

technologies such as artificial intelligence, extended reality, machine HARBERATHNEZSERFHSTEAMHZ
learning, and the metaverse in teaching, training and talent development, RHER - BlENERRBAENEE URALE
through keynote speeches, parallel sessions, and other formats. BERF TN A B ZE A RBEE A T BRER o FELLIRGRIE LD
ENEAFRRARX @ SRS ER R B 25 5
Three innovative workshops were also held: Harvard-Stanford Innovation F EBERBRIRA o
Education, Writing and Publishing in High-Impact Journals, and Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Education in the Al Era. The second workshop was K#I300% Z R /NEREFHAT - BIRINSREZET
led by Chair Professor of Early Childhood Education Philip Li Hui, assisted HEBLE  DRBBITENERAL - DRIRMIRE -
by six editors from high-impact international journals, who made a rare mEX e - #5F - MK - Mk - BT -
joint appearance to share their valuable insights on academic writing and HE - EE - REAM - RBURPT - ARBEERE
publishing from an editorial perspective. R - BINE R AR B R ARES) o

Through multiple parallel sessions, participants
conducted in-depth discussions on the applications
of Al and large language models in STEAM teaching
from K12 to higher education, the cultivation of
creativity and future-oriented thinking, as well as the
entrepreneurial ecosystem and talent strategies in the
era of Al. Outstanding research papers shared at the
symposium will have an opportunity to be published
in extended versions in indexed academic journals.

Over 300 principals and teachers from primary and
secondary schools, faculty members and students
from local and overseas universities attended, along
with professionals from Argentina, Canada, Indonesia,
Portugal, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, the United
Kingdom, the United States, Mainland China, Macao
SAR and Hong Kong SAR.

I 8- AR K- I 21 5 6 1. Harvard- EQUHK-Stanford Join! Symposium
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Forum on future education and learning
BAREFEXBSH [ RRAFTHEEE |RIE

EdUHK and Tsinghua University co-hosted the EQUHK-THU
Education Forum: Future Education and Learning in June.

HAREBFERBRAGH  RRUEHEBE | HEWE

The forum brought together experts from over 10 different universities WIEERBEI0ATRARENER - ReTALE B
to discuss how Al is reshaping traditional educational paradigms, M BBLEGHEER  RIREERE /\I%‘jﬁé
future curriculum development, value and ethical considerations ﬁﬁﬁﬁj}f—ﬂé’qﬂ MEERGBEZEE ATEREE -

in Al-enhanced learning, Al literacy, educational leadership and BEBNARBIEBHHESHA

entrepreneurship education.
WESHENEELEEZE  RUEILEE  BXE

In addressing these critical issues, the aim of the forum was to equip FIEELRARAEBRMWIR  BHOMNEEALS
educators, policymakers and researchers with the insights needed to BRHYE cHEGEMNEDAER  BRVEES
navigate the complex interplay between Al and education, ensuring BESIR A MIEMRIAAREH 2B 5 -

that technological advancements serve to enhance, rather than replace,
human-centric learning experiences.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING
CHINESE AS A FIRST
LANGUAGE

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

Teachers’ Journeys
into International
School Teaching

in China
Exploring Motivations
and Mobilities

ADAM POOLE

UNLOCKING THE POWER OF
TEACHER FEEDBACK

A STUDENT-CENTRIC PERSPECTIVE

Edited by
Lan Yang, Ming Ming Chiu and Zi Yan

CITIZENSHIP AND EDUCATION
IN CONTEMPORARY CHINA

CONTEXTS, PERSPECTIVES, AND UNDERSTANDINGS

Edited by
Yeow-Tong Chia and Zhenzhou Zhao

EdUHK'’s academic staff contribute to the advancement of knowledge through research and

scholarship. The University also builds academic platforms with local and overseas partners

and institutions to facilitate the exchange of new knowledge in education and complementary

disciplines, as well as insights among scholars from around the globe.

BANEMAER N EBHEMNEMFE B ESHMARE - WERRAFINSERHIEE
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www.eduhk.hk/en/book-digest
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