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Nurturing analysis and
problem-solving
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Professor Looi Chee-kit, Research Chair Professor
of Learning Sciences, looks at how the learning

environment will be in the near future.
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Combining learning sciences with computer science

Appointed by the University last year as Research Chair Professor
of Learning Sciences, Professor Looi has a wealth of experience and
knowledge in learning sciences, Al in education, and computational
thinking. His research has had a significant impact on educational
practices. He is a Fellow of the International Society of the Learning
Sciences, and an Emeritus Professor at the National Institute of
Education of Nanyang Technological University in Singapore.

Professor Looi came to learning sciences through research in artificial
intelligence (Al). “I began as a computer scientist, focusing my interest
on Al for my master's and my doctoral degree,” he explains. Earning his
PhD at the University of Edinburgh at a time when Al was relatively still
in its infancy, he was investigating how this technology could benefit
society. “I wanted to take Al out of the laboratory and put it to good
use. Education was the sector in which | felt the technology could have
the most impact,” he adds. Consequently, he designed systems to help
students learn programming, mathematics and geography.

It was this early attempt at practical implementation, in the 1990s, that
led Professor Looi to understand the significant barriers in bringing
technology to learners. Teachers faced challenges in adopting and
designing technology-enabled curricula for many reasons, one of
which being that assessment systems were not aligned with the use

of technology in learning and teaching. “This issue made me curious
and, as | delved deeper, | saw that building systems was only one piece
of the problem,” he explains. “It convinced me to move away from my
orientation in technology and take a broader look at education.”
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Practical application of technology

This brought Professor Looi into the research area of learning sciences,
and he dedicated his research to understanding how students learn

and finding ways for technology to enhance this. Whereas, decades ago,
teachers and textbooks were the sole providers of content for learners,
the internet now provides a huge bank of resources. Al, however, has the
ability to make that content even more freely accessible and interactive
to learners, and to personalise their learning experiences. “As with the
internet, it's vital to enable students to take a critical stance towards
information. And that's where the educators come in,” says Professor
Looi. He envisages a classroom, in which Al serves as a learning tool as
well as performing a teacher’s administrative tasks. “Al will do the heavy
lifting, allowing teachers to focus more on students’ needs.”

The technology can go beyond that, though. Professor Looi has carried
out significant research in implementing ‘rapid collaborative learning’.
He explains that Al can dispense the knowledge, while the teacher
elicits students to form their own ideas and then think them through.
For example, in a traditional large class, only one student is active at a
given time - the one answering the question. However, if students each
have a tablet, when they are prompted by a teacher or an Al program,
they can scribble down their ideas, enabling further group discussion
and interaction. “In this scenario, it's not only the loudest class member
who gets heard. It enables teachers to use the Socratic method, whereby
the students discover the key issues themselves through dynamic
interaction. The teacher guides the class through the discussion,
ensuring the key learning points are covered or thoroughly discussed,”
he says. This method can be applied to discussing solutions in maths,
analysis of historical events, language learning, and in many other
subjects and disciplines.
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An interdisciplinary future

Professor Looi points out, however, that his vision of learning sciences

is much more than students merely using technology to learn. “As
technology gets more pervasive, we need to be more than just consumers,
otherwise Al technology will overwhelm or overtake us. Going forward,
everyone will need a basic understanding of how it works, and even be
creators,” he says. With some basic fundamental understanding of how
computers work, students can adopt a computational thinking mindset:
identifying problems and designing solutions which are precise enough
for humans or computers to follow to solve the problem. “Taking a
complex problem, deconstructing it, analysing it in a logical manner and
finding patterns in the solution, allows students to be productive problem
solvers and learn. This does not only apply to STEM subjects, but also
humanities, for example,” says Professor Looi.

To facilitate this, EdUHK offers Al literacy courses to students, nurturing
them with knowledge of how Al works, and how to use it in an ethical
manner, such as declaring usage in assignments. “Undergraduates need
to know Al's limitations and constraints. Tools like generative content
creation are still relatively new,” explains Professor Looi. “We coach them
to use Al to help with their careers and to be digitally savvy, so that

they will share their ethical use practices with the younger generation
and use the technology for the benefit of society, such as helping the
disadvantaged,” he adds.

As Chair Professor, he sees his role as bringing a learning sciences
perspective to leadership, collaboration and innovation at the University.
“We've started a research cluster, and the intention is for it to eventually
grow into becoming a learning sciences research centre,” he says. With
the interdisciplinary nature of learning sciences, Professor Looi is looking
to conduct research in conjunction with other academics. “Collaborating
with other departments at the University, such as Psychology and Early

Childhood Education, for example, we can conduct research across a wider

spectrum, and set up interdisciplinary taught postgraduate programmes,’
he explains. “This is important as learning sciences and Al-based
technologies are important to how all subject disciplines are taught today,
and how they will be in the future,” he says.
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New ‘Education Futures, Diverse Talents’
approach innovates EAUHK curriculum
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Changing trends in society and technology mean there is an increasing demand for versatile
talent. EdUHK's recent curriculum innovation is designed to nurture students’ interdisciplinary
skills to meet this demand.
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The World Economic Forum (WEF) reported in 2023 that employment HREERE (WEF) RZZ - =FH - BEERE
experts had predicted in the coming years people would experience BIARREFAMEREEEFBERES B EE
multiple career changes during their working lives, and would therefore HAhmERAEEEEE - <<5E7KI1’E#E%2023>>
need to be lifelong learners. Its Future of Jobs Report 2023 suggests that, EE o RARBAE—¥WMEI  ARRFEHF O
in the future, half of all workers’ core skills will need to be updated every K
five years.
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To be able to adapt to this ever-changing world, young people will BHRE S - MIEERE -SRI MF - BEAIERM
need interdisciplinary abilities, rather than knowledge housed purely BIFTE R E RS - MBI EEREART (A
within traditional siloed disciplines. An entrepreneurial and innovative TR WARZBEERAKEE o ibih - BENRE
spirit will be of great assistance, as will digital literacy and proficiency S EAK BREXERENZ2EREHOR
in the application of technologies, such as artificial intelligence. A firm T\ﬂiﬁ?& EERT B LATERE) - A Eey 5 S HEE)
grounding in possessing ethics, a sense of responsibility, traditional Bl - B EEAKE -

cultural literacy and a global perspective, will also be needed, so that
innovation can be driven in a positive, human manner to the benefit of
all members of society.
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To help address these needs and equip students with diverse
competitiveness, EQUHK has introduced its ‘Education Futures, Diverse
Talents’ approach for the 2025 to 2028 academic years. Part of this
initiative is to revamp several existing five-year Bachelor of Education
programmes to become 13 double degree programmes, starting from the
2025/26 cohort, enabling students to pursue both teaching and another
profession (see full list). “The combinations devised are designed to be
cross-sectoral, so graduates are prepared to be able to teach in both
primary and secondary schools, meeting demand in the education
sector” says Professor May Cheng May-hung, Vice President (Academic)
and Chair Professor of Teacher Education at EQUHK. “Students will also
participate in internships related to the non-education programmes,

to give them experience and broaden their horizons outside of the
classroom,” she adds.

The University will also revamp the undergraduate curriculum in 2025/26
with four key emphases called ‘Digital Literacy’, ‘National Security
Education and Legal Knowledge', ‘Entrepreneurship and Innovation’,

and ‘Living and Working in our Country’. “This will provide whole-person
development for students: something we feel is of great importance,”
explains Professor Cheng.

In addition, three new four-year bachelor's degree programmes will
be introduced. They cover the areas of healthcare and rehabilitation,
Chinese culture and communication, and personal finance.

The BSc (Honours) in Speech Pathology and Rehabilitation is EQUHK's
first-ever undergraduate programme integrating speech pathology,
rehabilitation and psychology. It trains language professionals in a
cross-disciplinary manner to meet the evolving demands of global
healthcare and rehabilitation.

The BA (Hons) in Digital Chinese Culture and Communication trains
students to become proficient in Chinese linguistics, language, culture,
media, and digital literacy. This enables them to understand the depth
of Chinese tradition, while grasping an international perspective and a
local viewpoint.

The BA (Hons) in Personal Finance provides a more inclusive personal
finance curriculum as an alternative to the conventional ‘corporate-
centric’ curriculum. It incorporates the latest developments in

global financial services, including fintech, risk management, wealth
management, investment analysis, and green and sustainable finance.
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Bachelor of Education students will also benefit from practical experience
in a Mainland China school, which will become a mandatory part of the
programme in the 2025/26 academic year. “This experience takes students
outside of the campus, gives them valuable teaching, while broadening
their outlook and helping them stay up-to-date with the latest education
developments in the region,” says Professor Cheng. This follows phased
arrangements for all undergraduate students to visit cities in the Greater
Bay Area starting from the 2023/24 academic year. Students not majoring
in education will be required to take a compulsory subject called ‘Living
and Working in Our Country’

In order to attract ambitious and high-performing undergraduates,
irrespective of their financial means, EdUHK will also increase the
amount of entrance scholarships by 40% to over HKS 24 million in the
2025 academic year. This includes the introduction of the HKDSE ‘Star
Scholarship Scheme' for JUPAS entrants, which aims to further enhance
Hong Kong's position as an international hub for higher education.

Looking further ahead, a new Master of Social Sciences in Educational
Psychology programme will be offered to the 2026/27 cohort. This
two-year programme follows a scientist-practitioner model, merging
academic studies, research and practical experience. Its aim is to
produce professional educational psychologists capable of practising
in Hong Kong.

These innovations to EdUHK's education curriculum are designed to
result in well-rounded graduates. “We aim to develop our students so
they become professionals with diverse talents. Apart from gaining
competence in the subject taught, our programmes encourage aspiring
teachers to develop different skills, achieve in different areas and across
disciplines, such as STEAM education, Al, metaverse, meeting students’
educational needs, national security education and patriotic education,”
explains Professor Cheng.
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Double Degree programmes (from 2025-2028)

BA (Hons) in Creative and Digital Arts and BEd (Hons) (Music)

BA (Hons) in Creative and Digital Arts and BEd (Hons) (Visual Arts)

Feature =

BA (Hons) in Digital Chinese Culture and Communication and
BEd (Hons) (Chinese Language)

BA (Hons) in English Studies and Digital Communication and
BEd (Hons) (English Language)
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BA (Hons) in in Heritage Education and Arts Management and
BEd (Hons) (Chinese History)
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BSocSc (Hons) in Psychology and BEd (Hons)
(Early Childhood Education)

SALERHE REMERRE B LR
TEEEHERBEL

BA (Hons) in Personal Finance and BEd (Hons)
(Business, Accounting and Financial Studies)
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BSc (Hons) in Artificial Intelligence and Educational Technology and
BEd (Hons) (Information and Communication Technology and
Primary Science)
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BSc (Hons) in Artificial Intelligence and Educational Technology and BEd
(Hons) (Primary Mathematics)
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BSc (Hons) in Sports Science and Coaching and BEd (Hons)
(Physical Education)
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BSc (Hons) in Integrated Environmental Management and
BEd (Hons) (Science) Chemistry major will be offered in 2025/26
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BSocSc (Hons) in Sociology and Community Studies and
BEd (Hons) (Geography)
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BSocSc (Hons) in Sociology and Community Studies and
BEd (Hons) (Primary Humanities)
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The role of Al in education

Professor Lee begins by demonstrating a video of the innovative ‘Digital
John Lee’, a sophisticated Al creation by Professor Song Yanjie of the
Department of Mathematics and Information Technology and her team
at EAUHK. “Digital John Lee is not only fluent in multiple languages but
also possesses an extraordinary advantage — an extensive database of
knowledge. In fact, | could send Digital John Lee to this interview in my
place, and he might offer answers that surpass my own, complete with
richer references,” he jokes.

“It makes me think if there were a digital version of myself, that were
exceptionally capable and constantly evolving, what would be my
uniqueness and value? Moreover, shouldn't we, as human educators,
take time to reflect on the unique contributions we offer that Al cannot
replicate?” he asks. He sees the numerous ways Al tools can support
teachers in their instructional roles. For instance, Al can significantly
reduce teachers’ workloads by automating tasks such as marking
papers and preparing teaching materials. Furthermore, it can assess
students’ strengths and weaknesses, providing a comprehensive view
of student performance over time. This data-driven insight enables
teachers to create personalised learning pathways tailored to each
student’s needs. “Education will evolve with Al under human guidance,
not compete against it”
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Envisioning the future of education

At the heart of Professor Lee’s vision for ‘Future Education’ is the role of
‘Future Educators, where Al cannot replicate the emotional intelligence,
interpersonal skills as well as the human warmth and experiences that
human teachers possess. “Teachers are ‘engineers of the soul, capable of
recognising the unique value within each student and engaging them in
meaningful ways,” he asserts. “They connect with students on a human
level, communicating through the principles of truth, goodness and beauty.
This reflects his belief that education transcends mere transmission of
knowledge, it involves fostering a nurturing environment where students can
develop holistically and flourish with positive values and well-being.

He suggests the building of a collaborative ecosystem among
educators, students, businesses and the community. “We should

build strong partnerships to ensure that the diverse needs of every
student are met” This approach cultivates a more inclusive educational
environment, where differentiated instruction and tailored learning
opportunities for better student development can thrive.
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“Education will evolve with Al under human guidance,
not compete against it.”
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Preparing future students

To nurture ‘Future Students’, Professor Lee stresses that education must
go beyond mere academic achievement. “It should equip students with
the 21st century or future-ready skills necessary for productive citizenship,
support their personal goals and enhance their overall well-being”

He cites the New Six Arts Courses, introduced by EdUHK in the 2024/25
academic year, as an example, which blends the ancient Chinese concepts
of rites, music, archery, charioteering, calligraphy and mathematics with
innovative technology and experiential learning. “These courses are
designed to deepen students’ appreciation of Chinese culture and prepare
them for modern societal and national needs. We are dedicated to nurturing
comprehensive growth across five fundamental dimensions of life: ethics,
intellect, physical health, social skills and aesthetics,” he explains.
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Cultivating the future workforce

When discussing the ‘Future Workforce’, Professor Lee acknowledges
the sweeping changes in demographics and global dynamics that will
influence both education and employment. “As Al evolves, new jobs
will emerge, and existing roles will transform. Perhaps it's time for us
to return to the basics, unlearn some old knowledge and relearn new
competencies,” he says.

Professor Lee believes that future education must prioritise critical
thinking, creativity, interpersonal skills, digital literacy, cultural
understanding, cross-cultural awareness and national values - values
and skills that Al cannot replicate. “While we should teach students
how to effectively use and understand Al tools in order to succeed

in an Al-driven future, these skills are vital for preparing them for

a globally connected world. Our goal is to nurture talent who will
contribute meaningfully to society, our nation, and the world,” he says.

He reaffirms EAUHK's commitment to nurturing ‘Future Talents' with
virtues. Whether one is a general, specialised or innovative talent,
virtues such as professional ethics, patriotism, integrity, innovation
and respect for diverse cultures are essential for all.

The Impact of Al on Learning

Professor Lee highlights the critical role of Al in enhancing educational
practices. However, he cautions that integrating Al into education
must be done thoughtfully and prudently. “As education specialists
and educators, we must navigate the ethical implications of Al use in
classrooms, prioritise ethical considerations and foster a responsible
approach to technology. Students, too, must learn to wield Al wisely
and ethically, avoiding undue dependence on it,” he explains. In early
2023, EdUHK introduced the 6-P pedagogical approach (Plan, Prompt,
Preview, Produce, Peer Review, Portfolio) for leveraging Al-enabled
generative tools to enhance teaching and learning efficacy while
providing moral guidance.

Professor Lee reiterates the importance of preserving the human and
socio-cultural elements of education. “Al will not replace educators;
instead, it will enhance teachers’ ability to connect with students

on a deeper level, serving as a guiding light in their personal and
academic journeys,” he concludes. His insights offer a hopeful outlook
on the future of
education - one that
embraces Al's potential
while celebrating the
irreplaceable qualities
of human educators,
equipped with both
Chinese cultural
wisdom and future-
ready skills.
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(From left) Professor John Lee, EAUHK President; Prof Priscilla Leung, Founding President of
the Hong Kong Association for External Friendship; Dr Christine Choi, Secretary for Education
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= Climax of 30th Anniversary Celebrations
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Gala Dinner
g =

The University held a Gala Dinner at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre, with the theme of
‘Education, Talent, Virtue’ Around 2,000 guests shared an
unforgettable evening, including government officials, leaders

from various sectors, friends from the education community, HARA[BA L MEHAl BEE  REESZE
the University's Council Members, senior management, faculty, BROERIRTRABE - 492,000 75 L EER -
students, and alumni. The Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special BERNEE  KRAREW HEAPBRRK  A2%
Administrative Region (HKSAR) cum EdUHK Chancellor, Mr John Lee HeKE  SETEAS  #HBE  BLERRK -
Ka-chiu delivered his congratulations over a video broadcast. The HE T —FASMBESHRE - 55ERTHRETR
University was privileged to have Mr Chan Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary for REEBEAYEAERETRBEARBRIAR
Administration of the Government of the HKSAR, attend as the guest SEBBUAME o KBRS B BERITHRE KT
of honour of the ceremony. Bia a RMEEEEETHENTESE -

. _
N FiENTAS
== The [:ducutionl.@vcrsil_\.-' EdUHK

of HongKong e

y
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Education Summit
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Earlier on 23rd November, the University held the EQUHK 30th
Anniversary Education Summit cum Collaborative Agreement
Signing Ceremony, to discuss the future of education in Hong Kong.
During the ceremony, EQUHK signed a collaborative agreement with
14 local school sponsoring bodies (SSBs) which comprise existing

partners, as well as 14 SSBs and 13 school councils and school
principals' associations as new partners.

The Summit featured a roundtable discussion led by various
distinguished guests. They explored how Hong Kong education
can respond to the rapidly changing social demands and align
with national development from various perspectives, including
education policy, school leadership, technological development,
and student growth.
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EdUHK held a session on ‘Demographic Change and Education in the
Future’ at the Global University Presidents & Leaders Summit 2024, in
Hong Kong in December 2024.

The session, which was chaired by EQUHK President Professor John
Lee Chi-Kin and co-chaired by Dr Peter Q Blair, Associate Professor
of Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, explored
how demographic changes are impacting the future of education

and the strategies needed to adapt. The speakers, from Brunei
Darussalam, Kazakhstan, Pakistan and the Philippines, discussed how
educational institutions can adapt to meet the demands of a shifting
population, focusing on building diverse and equitable learning
environments for the future generation.

Professor Lee began the session, speaking on the significance of
international collaboration in tackling demographic change, inviting
each speaker to share the challenges and opportunities their
universities face in adapting to their respective national contexts.

EdUHK drives

global dialogue on

the future of education
BAREE IR B RKREE

BARR2024F N ARRESARITH [HB2IRKE] K
BRE®ERE2024 - WEFF [ AOZBEKRKHE ]
(Demographic Change & Education in Future) /NAFT

TERED ©

FZERTRIRE B EAR KT FREIR IR - YHRHEX
SBHEMEMEIF K Peter Q BlairBEHEEH - &Ka
HAEXMADEBECEHENFE  TRERAREEBR
BRI o REXFCERER - MR - BEATEM
FEREREE W T HRERBIEREA DBZNER
WEHEARRERERLZTARFHRBRS

FHRALBKRTERBIERREANEZENERK
B - WEEE S EE D ZMF% 8RR EEEBE R
TSV BEE A

Dr Mahadi, Assistant Vice-Chancellor and Vice-President (Research,
Innovation and Sustainability) of University Brunei Darussalam,
spoke of the importance of lifelong learning due to the rise of
artificial intelligence (Al). In Brunei, he has observed that individuals
in their 40s and beyond, who possess valuable industry experience,
need to update their skills. This need has prompted the university
to offer upskilling programmes.

Professor Tuga, President of Philippine Normal University, explained
that the Philippines had seen many teaching professionals migrate
to the UK, US, Southeast Asia and the Middle East. While there is still
an oversupply of teachers, the focus is on quality over quantity. He
stressed the need for global benchmarks and standards to improve
curriculum development and capacity building for educators.
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Professor Lee with the other speakers at the Demographic Change and Education in Future session
HAREETTEYE (L) £ [ ADBBEARRAE | /METHRIRE

Professor Aktymbayeva, Deputy Vice-Rector for Scientific and Innovation
Activities for Sustainable Development at Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University, noted that the Kazakh government had encouraged universities
to “open up” and establish branches abroad. She expressed hope for more
future platforms for international knowledge and scientific exchange.

Dr Zadi, acting Director and Associate Professor, School of Law & Policy
at the University of Management and Technology in Lahore, Pakistan,
suggested that without modern technology, an effective education
system could not be established, which is particularly crucial for
countries like Pakistan. He highlighted the need for comprehensive
changes in curriculum and syllabus to meet the demands of today’s
teaching and learning environments.

FIEARN L BERB Y ASBRIRE (AT RBEHER S
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The summit was organised by the Hong Kong Association for External
Friendship, with support from the University Grants Committee and
nine universities in Hong Kong, including EAUHK. More than 50 globally
renowned university presidents and leaders participated.

=IEREREBHIIRRRIFHEERL - BREHE
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Following the summit, EdUHK Vice President (Academic) Prof May Cheng May-hung (second from right)
joins a networking dinner with leaders from globally renowned universities
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Interdisciplinarity prepares students for
world of today and tomorrow
BEERFREEZEREE T 5 K0 R R

While EAUHK's roots are in developing future teachers, the University has a variety of non-Bachelor
of Education programmes, designed to nurture future talent for the emerging sectors and

professions beyond education.

EBYBARE (X)) ERERREMAEEAALANESEL MEAERHSBNRE  EERHEHEE

EXRHMBETREBZBEATL ©

Some of these are four-year programmes with senior-year entry
places available, including the BSc (Hons) in Integrated Environmental
Management; whereas others are two-year senior-year entry
programmes, such as the BA (Hons) in English Studies and Digital
Communication, and the BA (Hons) in Heritage Education and Arts
Management programmes.

STEM Education
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The BSc (Hons) in Integrated Environmental Management is an
interdisciplinary programme for students interested in and dedicated to
environmental management and sustainability.

Environmental management is essential globally to protect ecosystems,
combatting climate change and promoting sustainable development. In
Hong Kong, environmental management is critical to maintaining the
city’s liveability, economic growth and environmental sustainability, and
developing comprehensive multidisciplinary approaches to resolving an
array of imminent environmental challenges.
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The programme is designed to enable students to pursue careers in a
range of environment-related sectors and to contribute to sustainable
development. Graduates could, for example, work as conservation
officers for a non-governmental organisation (NGO); provide essential
support to organisations within the public sector, such as Hong Kong
SAR’s Environmental Protection Department; or as environmental
consultants in the private sector, advising firms on how to meet
environmental standards.

“As environmental challenges have become more complex and
interconnected, there's a need for professionals who can tackle related
issues with a combination of different approaches to ensure the balance
between economic growth, human wellbeing and environmental
preservation.” explains programme founder Professor Eric Tsang
Po-keung of the Department of Science and Environmental Studies
(SES) and EdUHK Registrar. “Consequently, apart from focusing on
developing solid scientific knowledge basis, the programme creates

an interdisciplinary environment, within which students appreciate
how scientific knowledge may be used in different community and
professional contexts,” he adds.

Dr Brian Man Yu-bon, Associate Professor at SES and current programme
leader elaborates, “Prospective students will need some basic knowledge
in mathematics and environmental science concepts, as well as social
science and understanding of policy. But what's more important is a
passion for the subject and an open attitude to learning” The programme
includes courses on statistical analysis, pollution control and waste
management, impact assessment, policy and environmental economics.
“There’s also an overseas field trip, where students visit organisations,
urban sites and natural attractions, conduct field activities and attend
seminars and lectures to investigate real-world problems,” explains
Associate Programme Leader, Dr Dennis Hui Lai-hang.

They take place between the third and the fourth year, providing students
with integrated environmental management experience linked to future
careers. Students can apply the knowledge and skills they have acquired
to help solve authentic environmental issues.

“The core goal of the programme is to equip graduates with the theoretical
knowledge and the practical experience essential to developing a career
in environmental management. This is beneficial for them and for society,”
explains Professor Tsang. “The programme has been accredited by the
Hong Kong Institute of Qualified Environmental Professionals Limited,
which is believed to be strong testimony to the professional standing of
the programme,” he adds.

Learning and Teaching £ g %
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“The core goal of the programme is to equip
graduates with the theoretical knowledge and
the practical experience essential to developing a
career in environmental management.

This is beneficial for them and for society.”
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The BA (Hons) in English Studies and Digital Communication enables
students to combine language skills with the ability to develop strong
digital literacy skills through a digitally enriched curriculum.

It comprises a wide range of courses to build a solid foundation in
English language, linguistics and digital literacy, and students receive
hands-on experience in using digital tools for language applications.
“First and foremost, it is an English programme, but to work in areas
such as journalism and communications, or in the services sector,
having skills in digital technology gives graduates a great deal of
adaptability,” explains programme leader Dr Albert Lee Kwing-lok.
“Using digital tools is no longer an option,” he adds, “digital fluency is
a life skill, but tools come and go. People with coding skills can be the
ones who drive the technology, rather than merely follow it

The programme is also highly relevant for students wishing to pursue a
career in education. With the rapid growth of educational technology in
language education and the wider use of digitised teaching materials
since the pandemic, the ability for educators to create digital resources
is a great asset. “The success of language learning apps is a prime
example,” says Dr Lee. From the 2025/26 cohort, a separate five-year BEd
(English Language) will form part of a new double-degree programme
with the BA (Hons) in English Studies and Digital Communication. This
will enable students to impart a broader spectrum of knowledge to
students when they themselves become teachers in the future.

Given that English is a lingua franca around the world, students learn
how to communicate with people from diverse cultures and with varied
levels of English proficiency, rather than linking language learning to

a single cultural context. “It's vital to be able to understand cultural
nuances and sensitivities. That's why we look at case studies and have
partnered with a university in Japan so students can develop these
skills,” says Dr Lee.

Abby Pak Hoi-lam, a student on the programme, says it helps create
good employment opportunities on graduation. “Most new graduates
need strong IT skills and English for international communication. The
programme certainly provides us with these,” she says. Students also
receive practical experience in the form of internships, which are a
requirement to graduate. The internships are based in Hong Kong or
other parts of the Greater Bay Area, and have linguistics and IT at their
core. “One student’s internship in Shenzhen was so fruitful, they were
offered a job in the company,” says Dr Lee.
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The BA (Hons) in Heritage Education and Arts Management programme
equips students with the knowledge, mindset, and skills required for
successful careers in arts, culture, heritage, and museum education and
management.

“The Hong Kong SAR government has highlighted a major focus on arts
and culture. This follows the announcement of the Culture and Tourism
Development Plan for the GBA," explains programme leader Dr Terry Yip
Tak-ping. “There’s a pressing need for experts in arts and culture, and people
with the knowledge and skills to curate and run museums and galleries”

The programme is meticulously designed to address the needs arising from
changing cultural, spatial, interdisciplinary, and technological contexts.
Courses are taught by members of different departments, including
Curriculum and Instruction, Cultural and Creative Arts and Literature and
Cultural studies. This four-pillar approach enables students to have a
broad knowledge and skillset, opening the door to a variety of career
opportunities. As the programme allows admission of first-year and senior-
year students, it is open to those with diverse academic backgrounds. “Of
course, students will find it advantageous if they have some background in
history, arts or cultural studies, but it's not essential,” says Dr Yip.

Student Zhou Yizhuo chose the programme because of his interest in
history and culture. “l wanted to study a degree with these elements, as
well as media, so this programme is ideal for me," he says.

Graduates are equipped to pursue specific job titles such as heritage
managers, museum managers, arts managers, project managers, event
managers, stage managers, cultural officers, education officers, youth
services officers, relations officers, and digital communications officers. This
is particularly relevant with the ongoing development of the West Kowloon
Cultural District, and the Greater Bay Area is expected to create numerous
new career opportunities. “Also, as Hong Kong is a centre of art trade, the
programme enhances my skills for a career in these areas,” says Yizhuo. Dr
Yip concurs. “Our graduates will be uniquely positioned to make the most
of these opportunities, thanks to their comprehensive training and skills.
This includes extra-curricular activities, such as field trips, and seminars on
Chinese art history,” he says.

Another option for graduates is to continue their academic journey through
advanced studies in related fields. EdUHK is currently developing a Master
of Arts in Cultural Heritage Education and Management programme,

set to be launched in the 2025/26 academic year. “This will provide an
excellent pathway for BA (HE&AM) graduates to further their academic and
professional expertise in the field of cultural heritage,” Dr Yip explains.
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New master’s programmes for 2025/26

2025-26 FE L RR1Z

As part of its mission to equip graduates with the skills and values required in a rapidly changing
society, EAUHK has developed eight new taught master’s programmes, which will be offered from the

2025/26 academic year.
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MA in Chinese Values-Based Leadership Education*

This programme emphasises the importance of grounding leadership
practices in strong ethical values. It incorporates innovative strategies

to navigate and shape the evolving educational landscape in China,

and is designed for educators, administrators and policymakers who

aim to influence and lead within the Chinese education system. The
programme’s uniqueness lies in its synthesis of spiritual leadership and
an entrepreneurial mindset, deeply connected to China's cultural heritage.
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LLM in Digital Governance*

With the rapid development of the global digital economy, there is
increasingly extensive application of digital technology in economic,
social and political life. Consequently, governments, enterprises and
institutions require highly skilled talent with international vision of
digital governance. To meet the community's demands, the Academy
for Applied Policy Studies and Education Futures has launched a
Master of Laws in Digital Governance. The course will integrate policy,
legal theory and digital governance studies for students to apply in
real digital world situations.
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MA in Emerging Technology for Future Workforce*

The Master of Arts in Emerging Technology for Future Workforce aims to
cultivate forward-thinking professionals who can navigate and shape
the rapidly evolving emerging technological landscape in various
settings, and drive technological innovation. The courses are led by
internationally renowned scholars and practitioners, with guest lecturers
from prestigious universities and leading technology industries. The
curriculum focuses on the application of emerging technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al), Extended Reality (XR), Internet of Things (IoT),
and Machine Learning in education, training, entrepreneurial education,
talent management, as well as in the development of industries like
health, sports, arts, and humanities.
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MA in New Media and Social Media*

The Master of Arts in New Media and Social Media is designed to meet
the growing demand for innovative approaches in teaching new media
and social media. The programme integrates communication theory and
media studies, enabling students to apply media knowledge and skills in
real-world contexts, to address the diverse educational needs prevalent
in Hong Kong, Mainland China, and beyond. Special emphasis is placed
on exploring the impact of new media, including generative artificial
intelligence, emerging technologies, social and mobile media, and their
importance in non-western contexts.
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MSc in Learning Sciences

The Master of Science in Learning Sciences equips students with the
knowledge and skills to apply learning sciences principles in educational
and training settings. They will develop insightful understanding of
human learning processes for effective learning environment design

and the conditions and processes that drive effective learning. The
programme also enables students to develop theories explaining learning
processes and outcomes, and apply research findings to redesign learning
environments, with emphasis on technology enhanced learning.
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MSc in Al for Executive Professionals

The Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence for Executive Professionals
in Hong Kong is designed for leaders with passion to integrate artificial
intelligence in diverse organisation contexts. It is the first programme

to offer such a focused Al education for executives, preparing leaders
not just to adapt to a changing world, but to shape it. The programme
emphasises leadership for innovation, equipping participants with
knowledge to harness artificial intelligence effectively in organisation
contexts. With strong technical support from the teaching team,
participants can confidently engage in artificial intelligence projects.
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MA in Cultural Heritage Education and Management

To address the evolving societal needs in Hong Kong for essential skills
and knowledge in the arts and culture, the University has launched the
Master of Arts in Cultural Heritage Education and Management. The
programme helps students develop into leaders, capable of promoting
the sustainable management of cultural heritage locally and globally. It
offers comprehensive education, combining cultural heritage education
with academic knowledge and values education. Furthermore, students
can opt to specialise in heritage education and management or xigu.
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MA in Intercultural Communication and Translation

The Master of Arts in Intercultural Communication and Translation is
designed to cultivate students’ intercultural and multicultural awareness,
enhancing effective language use in communication with people from diverse
cultural backgrounds. The programme combines theoretical coursework
with practical training, addressing key areas such as practical translation
techniques, professional discourses, socio-linguistics, and intercultural
communication strategies. Students develop the skills to navigate and
bridge cultural differences, facilitating the effective and nuanced translation
of texts and dialogues across various professional contexts.
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Joey: revolutionising language learning
through innovation and interactivity
BBAFEEHNEFRSZERILRIMERA | Joey

The interdisciplinary venture in research has always been a key element in Professor Susanna
Yeung Siu-sze’s intellectual pursuit, but it was the COVID-19 pandemic and a visit to a robotics
company that truly brought that vision to life.
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As social-distancing disrupted essential teacher-student interactions, HENNRESBERT  RELHEBBEZMHE
which are crucial for young English learners, the urgency for creative TEHZHEE  c BERBERNLE R ERESEY
solutions in language education surged. Enter Professor Susanna Yeung BTHMESLEBNEY - BEHE P HEFRR
Siu-sze and her ground-breaking creation: Joey, an interactive social FEGGANE RSB o 150 B R
robot designed to teach English to children aged between four and nine EIE — JoeyEEBMAE » Ea= — NERLEIRZ
years old. FHRRE LB BB EMA -
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Equipped with advanced speech recognition and gesture detection,
and powered by Generative Al, Joey is designed to make language
learning both accessible and deeply engaging. With its expressive face,
moving arms, and captivating Al-generated visuals, Joey mimics human
interaction, promising an immersive, personalised learning experience
tailored to the diverse needs of children in kindergarten and young
learners, including those with special educational needs.

At the heart of Joey's design are three interactive functions that
transform how children develop listening comprehension, oral
expression and memory retention skills. The ‘Listen’ function narrates
enchanting stories paired with vibrant visuals, while the ‘Co-tell’
function invites children to participate in storytelling by encouraging
them to respond to questions. Finally, the ‘Re-tell’ function empowers
them to recount stories independently, providing guiding questions for
support when needed.

From the intricate dance of hardware and software development and
design to the thrilling moment it first engages young English learners,

this social robot is a true labour of love. It embodies a delicate balance
between available resources and ambitious goals, as well as a thoughtful
compromise between technical capabilities and user-friendliness.

Every function reflects a passion for education, where creativity meets
practicality, resulting in a magical experience that fosters curiosity and joy
in learning.

Three years and multiple international awards later, the research is moving
into an exciting new phase. Professor Yeung and her team at the Hong Kong
Science Park are continually refining their design, based on user feedback
and insights gathered from Joey's ongoing school visits.

Always on the lookout for inspiration, Professor Yeung turns her
research in language education and psychology into an “evolving,
exciting creativity process.” With the second and third generations of the
social robot already in development, the seasoned scholar, with over a
decade of experience, anticipates Joey's applications extending beyond
language learning into other educational fields.

Looking at her confident smile, it is clear that the sky is not the limit; it's
just the beginning.
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Alleviating loneliness
among seniors
ERRENIBR -

In a world that often overlooks its most seasoned citizens, loneliness among seniors has long been
a pressing concern. The imposition of social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic, in particular,
exacerbated social isolation, leaving many elders grappling with despair in their homes.

EESHR  REFARBIRPENER  HINBRBNEE -—ERGFHER o 555 21L& 215 E St
MR IR EE . EHFRFZEF AWML - BRZBEMFH -

At the forefront of addressing this challenge is Professor Chou Kee-lee, ABAEELTEENTEME  EBUEAEHME
Chair Professor of Social Policy at EdUHK, who has embarked on a BREBEEAEBAENHBREA T —BAEREED
ground-breaking research project aimed at understanding and alleviating MRIEE - ZBEEBLERERFASET  BOZ=TZ
this pervasive issue. Professor Chou's journey began with a disquieting M RERNE - TeBREENFEBNER
discovery: between 30% to 40% of seniors experience loneliness, a MR - BALABE - BHEETR - [IEHR
condition linked to serious mental and physical health repercussions. “The BB R - ATUARIIRE — B E - |

detrimental effects of loneliness can be as harmful as smoking cigarettes,”

he asserts.
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Insights from Research

Over a span of three years in the wake of the pandemic, Professor
Chou's research engaged over 1,500 participants, including 375
volunteers aged between 50 and 70 who reported feeling lonely,

and 1,151 low-income seniors who lived alone. Using a randomised
controlled trial design, the study explored three intervention
strategies: mindfulness practices, active behavioural engagement, and
traditional peer companionship through casual conversations.

The results were illuminating. Seniors who embraced mindfulness and
active engagement reported substantially reduced levels of loneliness,
depression and anxiety. Notably, those involved in structured activities
and mindfulness experienced a remarkable uplift in their overall well-
being. And there is more. “Our study revealed that volunteering doesn't
just support the recipients; it enriches the lives of the volunteers as
well,” Professor Chou notes, emphasising the reciprocal benefits of
peer interaction.

Looking Ahead

The implications of Professor Chou's findings are profound, urging
policymakers and social welfare organisations to weave these insights
into future strategies for supporting the elderly. “Investing in volunteer
programmes and peer support initiatives is vital as our population
ages,” he advocates. With projections suggesting that 36% of Hong
Kong's residents will be over 65 by 2046, the establishment of effective
support mechanisms for and among the elderly becomes almost
imperative.

Professor Chou envisions a future where seniors have ample
opportunities to engage in volunteer work, allowing them to contribute
meaningfully to society while alleviating their feelings of loneliness.
“By prioritising volunteerism and peer support, Hong Kong can foster

a more inclusive and supportive environment for its aging population,
ultimately enriching their quality of life,” he suggests.
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This condition, which occurs when the eyes fail to align properly, can
lead to debilitating complications such as double vision and impaired
depth perception. The implications of Dr Fu's work extend far beyond the
laboratory; they promise to revolutionise how we diagnose and treat this
prevalent condition.

Central to her innovation is ‘An Intelligent Ocular Misalignment
Measurement System’, which employs cutting-edge Al technology

to provide a fully automated and objective method for measuring
ocular misalignment. This automation is expected to transform the
landscape of strabismus diagnosis, offering a welcome alternative to
the conventional manual approach, which is often time-consuming,
manpower-intensive, subjective, and occasionally inconsistent.
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Enhancing patient care

Dr Fu's endeavour represents a crucial step towards enhancing eye care
and making high-quality treatment more accessible. With its streamlined
measurement procedure and heightened diagnostic efficiency, this
innovative approach directly addresses the pressing shortage of eye

care professionals. More importantly, it significantly improves access to
healthcare for individuals with strabismus, ensuring that patients receive
timely and effective treatment, thereby enhancing their overall quality of
care and contributing to better health outcomes in the community.

hrning
eye

Recoghnition and collaboration

The brilliance of Dr Fu's work has garnered international recognition,
including a Gold Medal at the International Exhibition of Invention in Geneva
and the Jury's Choice Award at the International Invention Innovation
Competition in Canada (iCAN), among others. These accolades testify to the
trailblazing nature of her research and its potential impact on ophthalmology.

Conducted in a state-of-the-art laboratory at EQUHK, Dr Fu's research

entails ceaseless collaboration with a dedicated team focused on advancing
mathematical applications in health science. The lab leverages technology
to tackle real-world health issues, particularly in vision science, fostering the
development of cutting-edge solutions that enhance patient care.

A brighter future in ophthalmology

Dr Fu exemplifies how research can lead to practical solutions for everyday
health problems. Her commitment to advancing medical technology and
improving the lives of those with vision issues positions her as a leader in
her field. As her project evolves, it promises to make a lasting impact on
eye care and the broader health community, showcasing the transformative
potential of innovation in addressing critical healthcare challenges.

Transforming Knowledge &% & 1t
I

RFAEEKF

BEIHSNEFTERMEENEEER 550
WaREBEMETA L - BBAMLNERSF - 12
BREMCE - B AERARARBMHEEAE
RRHEE  EEENE EeEZMNREER
REZAREAR  KmEAREEREE 1A
HEREREELEZRER -

motr..mon

disease

BEITHNEEMRAEESEERY  8FEERAR
BIfR AR FEGEE - AREME REREAK
BIFTLLE (ICAN) PEBBRFBRS - GLBE
BT AR ARAINE - ARBER EREED -

EHRAGENERET  BGELOARERNELE
XEFOFEAE  EEBEERIEEMEL - FIE
RiTEERE RPN SREERSE - FHlEERE
MEBEE - (RERBRROBER - WRITEE N EE

BRE ISR BARIK

BELTOIIE - KRBT HBMRAAGRRAE T
fEERRIRE o 4 3 HEE B BRI A i 2 BR i A B Y
MRS - KRR BB - BEEERTNT
BB R - IRPHREIR KT S & (R B A5 AR E R
TRBA R R MY EAN BRI LR AR
K& »

February 2025 | 31



Transforming Knowledge i & 1t

Enhancing creéfivé writing
for primary ESL learhers
with Al

FIAKNT=aeig e
A E B A

How can artificial intelligence (Al) be harnessed to
make creative writing more engaging for primary

*» English as a'second language (ESL) learners, while
maintaining originality?
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Dr Nicole Yang is pioneering the use of Al-generated images in her BE1E L AN A E & 1E R it Y i
storytelling teaching tool, which features a visual agent, designed to help FEHETA - 2T ARBAELTIEE  EBHFEDN
young ESL learners visualise and structure their narratives. This approach ESLEBE—EHENSE  —BEERERNDY &’
not only guides students through the narrative construction process but FERSI B2 TRMEBEBE - NELREA M
also enhances their language skills and creativity along the way. PIEES e HFNAIE o

As a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Mathematics and BETEBRHAHERAEHRNEERW R EH

Information Technology, Dr Yang works closely with the Global Institute B WHEEHEEBMHEN (GIET) BmIAE -
for Emerging Technologies (GIET). Her work has long revolved around ZER AR - EEEFRAEEEENAR
vocabulary acquisition among young English learners. A few years ago, BIS - AFa  ARETEERNER  HE8E
she began an interdisciplinary exploration that integrated technology, MEFHERERNABERIEFNELEHNAZET
investigating how mobile apps can effectively boost primary students’ SHEEMERFAHZEET -

vocabulary learning engagement and self-regulated learning.
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Her cutting-edge project, Muse Al Write, is in its early stages and
aims to assist primary ESL students in developing their stories. By
providing visual scaffoldings based on students’ verbal input, the tool
also introduces relevant English vocabulary for writing, ultimately
enhancing both their English storytelling abilities and creativity
skills. “The last thing we want is for technology to give students the
story. They must be the primary initiators and developers of their
own narratives,” insists Dr Yang, the former post-doctoral fellow at
the Artificial Intelligence and Digital Competency Education Centre
(AIDCEC) at EdUHK.

Student participation is indeed guaranteed in this Al-driven learning
platform, since each visual stimulus is set to spark their imagination,
encouraging deeper involvement in the creative process and ultimately
helping them assume the full role of the storyteller. This visual
storytelling method also aids ESL learners in grasping complex narrative
concepts in @ more intuitive manner.

Dr Yang's research advisor Professor Wang Minjuan, Co-Director of

GIET and a trailblazer in interdisciplinary endeavours, has been at the
forefront of applying emerging technology in education for over two
decades. Currently focusing on immersive learning, Al literacy, and Al for
creative processes such as video production, music and dance, the Chair
Professor of Emerging Technologies and Future Education is unequivocally
optimistic about the role of Al in education and its future implications.

Transforming Knowledge &% & 1t
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Dr Nicole Yang and Professor Wang Minjuan
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Empowering education: a transformative
Al initiative for underprivileged students
FREEHE  ABFELTENEEE AT EEIEE

What could be more rewarding for an educator than witnessing their research not only advance
the field but also uplift underprivileged students? Dr Kevin Yung Wai-ho exemplifies this ideal
through his interdisciplinary efforts with the Artificial Intelligence (Al) - powered adaptive
learning platform, ACEiTeach.

HRYBEIEERG  RABACHMRTEERD TEMEHNRE  BERREASZELRE  BEERK
EESARENERR ?TRAELEBRREATER (A) BHNEESEE FAACETeachlVEER&1E
EERBRTE—ER -

This transformative initiative has significantly improved the after- EEZENIBEARENES TR TEEEZBELAGE
school study experience for thousands of Hong Kong primary school EZMHNE A NBENRESZTER - BBIREEED
students who cannot afford private tutors. By providing free access to REIESHEM BT EE2 BT - AETIEEH
original online teaching materials and interactive learning features, ELBENAUBIREEE T RENTE -

Dr Yung's project is making a profound impact on these students’
educational journeys.
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Developed collaboratively by Dr Yung and his IT team at EAUHK, the
ACEiTeach learning system boasts a comprehensive question bank

with over 10,000 questions. The innovative platform actively engages
students by analysing their incorrect answers and generating targeted
follow-up questions tailored to address their weaknesses. With practice
questions customised to each student’s individual performance, this
intelligent adaptive learning framework functions like a skilled human
tutor, ensuring learners solidify their foundational knowledge before
advancing to the next stage.

Currently, ACEiTeach offers quizzes in three core subjects: Chinese,
English, and Mathematics, all meticulously aligned with Hong Kong's
school curriculum. After completing each quiz, students receive

an automatic performance report, which is meant to enhance
understanding of their individual progress and facilitate more effective
support from parents and volunteer tutors.

With its user-friendly interface that appeals to children and encourages
them to take initiative in their learning journey, the ACEiTeach platform
fosters independent learning and empowers students with precious
resources otherwise unavailable to them. In a world where educational
equity is essential, Dr Yung's work stands out as a beacon of hope for
students in need.

This project forms the third phase of a charity-sponsored online learning
platform launched at the peak of the COVID pandemic. Building on
contributing to the categorisation of tutorial videos recorded by volunteer
tutors in the first phase, and the development of a video-searching
function alongside the equipment of a ChatGPT-powered chatbot

for instant assistance in the second phase, Dr Yung is optimising Al
deployment in this latest initiative.

Regarding the use of Al in education, Dr Yung, the recipient of this year's
President’s Award for Outstanding Performance in Teaching, emphasises
the importance of users' regular self-assessment and reflection. “We
must regularly take a step back and critically look at how we are using

it. It's imperative to avoid overdependency,” he advises. As Associate
Co-Director of the Academy for Educational Development and Innovation,
and an Associate Professor and Associate Head of International and Local
Engagement at the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Dr Yung
specialises in shadow education (i.e. supplementary tutoring), Al-enabled
learning and English language education. His current research focuses on
students’ learning motivation in shadow education and Al-enabled tutoring
for underprivileged students.
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Honorary Doctorates conferred on
prominent people in education and
public service

HERAHEHFGEH AL ERZREE LB

(ORAI )OCTORAT NFERM CEREMO .). 024‘

EdUHK held a ceremony in November 2024 to confer honorary doctorates on four distinguished
individuals, in recognition of their significant contributions in advancing education and dedication to
public service.

BERYBERER2024F 1M ARTREFIARER  RENUABATEEDRERRRACAIHBREH
EXER -
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Professor Stephen ) Ball, FBA, FAcSS
Stephen ) Ball3}1% ' FBA » FAcSS

Doctor of Education, honoris causa
KEXEBL

Professor Stephen Ball, a sociologist who has been described as one
of the most eminent researchers in the field of education policy,

is Emeritus Professor of Sociology of Education, at the University
College London’s Institute of Education. He is Fellow of the British
Academy, Honorary Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences,
Laureate of Kappa Delta Pi and founding editor of the Journal of
Education Policy.

The experience of growing up in a working-class area of post-war
London, and the tutorship of Dennis Marsden inspired Professor Ball
to become a sociologist and undertake research to tackle inequality,
rendering it intolerable to society. After 16 years at King’s College,
London, Professor Ball became Karl Mannheim Professor of Sociology
of Education at the Institute of Education, University College of
London - a position he held between 2001 and 2015.

Professor Ball's principal areas of interest are sociologically informed
education policy analysis and the relationships between education,
education policy and social class, changes in governance and new
state modalities, as well as the global education reform movement.
He has been a prolific scholar since the early 1980s, with over 370
publications and over 48,000 citations to his name. He has developed
research and written books and articles on various themes in the
field of education. The most recent books he has authored analyse
research on global actors’ education policy in African and India, and
how philosopher Michel Foucault's theories apply to education. A new
book Against School will be published in 2025.
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Professor Marilyn Cochran-Smith
Marilyn Cochran-Smith#{#%

Doctor of Education, honoris causa
KEXREEL

Professor Marilyn Cochran-Smith is the Cawthorne Endowed Professor
of Teacher Education for Urban Schools, Emerita, at the Lynch School
of Education and Human Development, Boston College, USA, and an
Adjunct Professor in the Department of Teacher Education at the
Norwegian University of Science and Technology. She is a Fellow and
former president of the American Educational Research Association
(AERA), and is highly respected nationally and internationally for her
scholarship and leadership in teacher education research, practice,
and policy, as well as for her sustained commitment to teaching and
teacher education for equity and social justice.

Marilyn Cochran-Smith##% R AXBKE TE Sk -
MEYEFRABEEREROB T ERAMAUE 2
FRBLZEHZ (Cawthorne Endowed Professor) -
R IMEE R B R EHEKRE RN EBHIE -
MRESHBIEFANYE LAY — EBHATE
et WEHEZSERE - MEHEREHT -
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With a passion for education from a young age, Professor Cochran-
Smith worked as a primary school classroom teacher for six years,
winning the Outstanding Young Educator Award for her school district.
She later obtained her PhD in Language Education from the University
of Pennsylvania. In 1996, she joined the Lynch School of Education
and Human Development faculty at Boston College as Professor of
Education.

Ever since the 1980s, Professor Cochran-Smith has suggested that
teachers must not be regarded merely as consumers and implementors
of the knowledge generated by those outside schools and classrooms.
She has garnered many awards for her scholarship, and also served

on multiple prestigious panels on US teacher education. Her research
interests include practitioner inquiry and teacher education research,
practice and policy. She has written 10 books and more than 250
articles, chapters and editorials, and her work has been cited over
57,000 times.

BB

The  BMPENEBRER  BXER - BIEAYHH
BERATEEEAFENEEED  BEMHENIEII TIE
BT EAMERL

Cochran-Smith# % B % E BERER - #
S NEEHNF - WREMBE2ROGEESFYE
R EREBE S AETABESESHERE LS
i e —ALJL7NHF » Cochran-Smith#HR ZEER K +
BERERTHEBAREESNR  HEHEEHE -

BE—ANZER » Cochran-Smith#HI%(E R %1%
o 2RET T E R E VR R B AL A SR SN R A
WA - MRHBMRRERKRE W EESEER
HMBEELENEZZESHETERH - o
REBBE  BERRENLMAKRENE  BREK
FoWMBREBTAZRL-_ARATZEXE &5
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Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang, GBS, JP
BEFHE » GBS JP

Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa
gEyenlaEL

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Professor Frederick Ma graduated with

a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and History from the University

of Hong Kong. He went on to hold key leadership positions at various

financial institutions and major organisations in the private sector. In

the public sector, he served as Secretary for Financial Services and the

Treasury, and Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development of
the Hong Kong SAR government from 2002-2008, and was Chairman of
MTR Corporation Limited from 2016-2019.

Professor Ma was Chairman of the Council of The Education
University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) between 2017 and 2020. During his
chairmanship, he gained the Education Bureau's support for the site
in North Point for EdUHK to establish a down-town study centre. He
also personally donated funds to EQUHK to set up key scholarships
and greatly supported fundraising efforts of the University. Professor
Ma is also the Permanent Honourable President of Hong Kong Special
Schools Council, and has taken up honorary professorships in the
Business School at the University of Hong Kong and the Faculty of
Business Administration at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Professor Ma has made valuable contributions to the higher education
sector in Hong Kong, especially during his chairmanship of the Council
of the University, and with his unwavering support in promoting
character education beyond the classroom to the wider community

in recent years, with his loyal and distinguished service to the
Government and the Hong Kong community.
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The Hon Maria Tam Wai-chu, GBM, GBS, JP
EEHES  GBM ' GBS ' JP

Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa
gEMG R SE LT

Hon Maria Tam is a well-known veteran politician and former member
of four different levels of representative councils. She is currently a
member of the District Councils Eligibility Review Committee. Hon Tam
has actively participated in significant historical changes in Hong Kong,
playing a crucial role in the process of Hong Kong's return to China

and the formulation and promotion of the Basic Law. Her efforts and

achievements are deeply imprinted in Hong Kong's history.

After obtaining a Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of
London, Hon Tam was called to the bar at Gray’s Inn, before returning
to Hong Kong. Holding the belief that law is not merely a tool for
maintaining social order but also a crucial force for protecting the
underprivileged, she has made outstanding contributions over many
years to the process of Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, and
promotion of Basic Law education in Hong Kong and at the national
level. She was appointed as a member of the Hong Kong Basic Law
Drafting Committee in 1985 and member of the Preparatory Committee
for the HKSAR, Hong Kong Affairs Advisor and member of the Selection
Committee. She joined the Basic Law Committee of the National
People’'s Congress Standing Committee in 1997.

Hon Maria Tam was appointed Justice of the Peace and received the
Ten Outstanding Young Persons Award in 1982. She received the Gold
Bauhinia Star in 1998 and the Grand Bauhinia Medal in 2013.
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BERZERMENERBAAY - BEETETR
EROAKRUEZEGRE  BAIRRASERESSR
EEEE BREAREELERTHZEEERE
M-—EBAEF EEELRTENBES - URE
(BARE) WBIEMEESE  HEEZAE © 1K
SO BB R AR ENEEBESL £ -

BREFFOSRAADERZBLBMUR - EERER
ERMEHAMISRERER - BEREBIRTE - 02
EERTERBHEMERFNTE  BE2RESE
HENEENE - 2FRBAEBLIFERNER -
AREBEBNEEEARSEREHE - EHT 28
WER - MR —NWN\RFEEDREE (ERE) £
BELEg%E FENNTHRESREZEESZES -
BEERIEERZEE|EE - —NNEF - AR
BARREAREEBLZEG(ALRZE) Z8F -

BERZENR NN\ ZFEZERKFHL - WEE
REBTARELTFE - —NANWN\F - ERS KA
EE —E--FHERKZFDE -

February 2025 | 39



Community # & # &

Moti-verse event celebrates
student community volunteers
Moti-verseiZHI S B2+ S HEHFETIE ERHLEE

=
o

ﬁl
i
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EdUHK held the ‘Moti-verse Volunteer Power: Student Volunteer Appreciation and Showcase’ in
November 2024, to honour 40 students for their excellent contribution to the community during the

2023-24 academic year.

HAR2024FE 1M B LM [Moti-verseZE IEFERBRE | - RIB2OVBEUBFLOZHABEEHEFEHERM -

Molti-verse is EdUHK's student volunteering platform and collective space.
It connects students with society through community service, enabling
them to apply knowledge they have learnt at university to real life.

An important part of EdUHK's commitment to nurturing students’
whole-person education is providing opportunities for them to
carry out voluntary work within the community. Volunteering helps
them develop an open mind and a caring heart, to enhance their
understanding and so they make a positive contribution to society.

November's ceremony was attended by representatives from the
government, local groups, and social welfare NGOs. Its theme was ‘Be
Our MVP!, encouraging students to join service teams and participate in
community activities to contribute to society and promote a spirit of care.

There were demonstrations of students' participation in service-learning,
and interactive booths set up by social welfare NGOs to promote green
living under the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Over 700
students and academic and faculty staff attended the event.

Since Molti-verse was launched in 2021, EAUHK's Student Affairs Office
has organised over 400 community service activities, engaging around
5,800 student participants and benefitting over 8,000 recipients
through partnerships with 75 local service partners.

Going forward, EQUHK will continue to provide service-learning
activities based on the SDGs and enrich students' learning and
practical experiences through collaboration with various groups in Tai
Po, preparing them for their future careers.
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EdUHK wins awards for
psychology research and financial education
HAVEERERIEMY SR EETIHIF

Researchers at EQUHK have recently received
accolades for their work in psychology and
financial education.

BAMRBEELEEREBEVHENEEERE
BEERKR -

Dr Jiang Da, Associate Professor at the Department of Special
Education and Counselling (SEC), has been widely recognised
for her research on the psychology of aging. The Gerontological
Society of America (GSA) elected her a Fellow for her long-
standing and outstanding contributions to gerontology and
psychology. She has also become only the third researcher
from Hong Kong to win the Seisoh Sukemune/Bruce Bain
Encouragement of Early Career Research Award, presented by
the International Council of Psychologists (ICP), for her work
in finding effective ways to improve wellbeing and reducing
loneliness among older adults. Added to this, Dr Jiang earned
the Research Award 2024 from the Hong Kong Psychogeriatric
Association (HKPGA).

Also, EdUHK plays an important role in promoting financial literacy EFOEEWRNER  FHRUEHGHE2 XK HE
among young people in the community. The University's contribution BEMTEEAXEEFEeet  RUHHAEESF
to the community has resulted in the Business Studies Team of BNMOEEENRAUNENEEEENSESTE °
the Department of Social Sciences and Policy Studies winning the o BETHEERBR O BEERZESHED
prestigious Corporate Financial Education and ESG Leadership Gold SEFPREARE - (ERE=UBLRENEE
Award 2024, presented by the Institute of Financial Planners of Hong WREE  BELNARSHKIAERFTEZENEF
Kong. Financial education is a key part in preparing young people for the AREMMIACEREL AR - EE &
future, and the University is offering a BA (Hons) in Personal Finance as RERBBEZERUABNEEREN2024FF [#
a single degree and a double degree programme with a BEd in Business, RE| EETHEEZEFLEZSEHENEZHRE
Accounting and Financial Studies from the 2025/26 academic year. =1

8 & ‘ 4 3 a —HAR - BAREEDFREAIRY =
Accredited Professional Financial Planning Firt . =756 - srsvemas

FEER - BURHBRBAHLS
AWARDS Pn@_ NTAP™PN CEREMONY  IZ7h, fistanmsnrs

BB RESGEM | 25 - I EWARE
B BREMNE G RIIIWAE - T
HERBFEARRRBITEFENE
E—IR - HAN2025-26 2 F B
AABIRE B8 —BRE
AEGIadE St BHREE
KBS TMEBIRIE -

Dr Tan Weigiang (right), Associate Professor from the Business Studies Team of the Department of Social
Sciences and Policy Studies at EAUHK, is presented with the trophy for the Corporate Financial Education
and ESG Leadership Gold Award

HAMEHRRERARSZBNEGFRHEREERBL (B) BR [DEEFHA RESGEH ] £
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Projects support community in finances,
education and language learning
HEEEHZEM A RESEESTHREEZXIE

EdUHK has launched three community initiatives with the Hong Kong Jockey Club in recent months,
in the areas of financial education, education leadership and language education.

BRYERE (BKX) L AREARFESFRELE=ELEEE - PRIREEMHE HEEHRENHE -

November 2024 saw the official
launch of the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Financial Education
Programme, created and funded
by The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust. Co-created

by EAUHK, The University

of Chicago, the Hong Kong
Family Welfare Society, CoCoon
Foundation, and Solomon
Learning Group, the programme
aims to provide quality
financial education to primary
school students in Hong

Kong, nurturing their financial
literacy from an early age. The
EdUHK team, led by Professor
Christina Yu Wai-mui from the
Department of Social Sciences and Policy Studies, comprises experts in
promoting the development of financial education within the academic
and school sector.

The JC InnoPower Education Fellowship programme was launched in
October, providing leadership education and mentorship support for
school principals and other leaders, supplemented by seed funding.
Professor Allan Walker, EdUHK’s Adjunct Research Chair Professor of
International Educational Leadership, is the project supervisor and Dr
Lu Jia-fang, Acting Head and Associate Professor at the Department of
Education Policy and Leadership (EPL) is the project leader. Through
training and learning models, the 15-month programme brings together
new, active and recently retired educators to form a community of
practice by sharing experiences and professional expertise. This
fosters innovation and collaboration within schools, accelerating the
transformation of Hong Kong's education system into one that is
future-ready and inclusive.

Also, the second phase of the Jockey Club Project RISE, led by the
Director of the Centre for Child and Family Science at EdUHK, Professor
Kevin Chung Kien-hoa, began in July 2024. The project continues to
provide comprehensive support for local primary school students with
English learning difficulties. Screening tool and teaching materials
developed by the research team have already attracted applications
from over 150 primary schools. Over the next five years, the programme
aims to expand its support scope, targeting coverage of approximately
40% of primary schools in Hong Kong.
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Professor Christina Yu Wai-mui (left) speaks with participating students and principal, at the launch
ceremony of the Hong Kong Jockey Club Financial Education Programme
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SUSTAINABLE S,
DEVELOPMENT G “an A LS
BEBHEERER

Contributing to a sustainable community
BT E I AIHEHLE

EdUHK is dedicated to driving positive societal change, guided by the United Nations' sustainable
development goals (SDGs). Here are two current examples of SDG-aligned initiatives:

EBESBE R HERE B R (SDGs) MIESIT - BABOIREBHHELEE - L TEMAFSIRHEREBENTE :

The Bioresource Upgrade for Sustainable Development on Lantau [ R A RFEERNEMERAR] SHESHEHES
Island project addresses the pressing issue of food and yard waste NI &) BT R AN BERT R Y B0 :B DRI RE - G Bl ELAK
on Hong Kong's Lantau Island by recycling it into compost, which can R MRS TRENNTEREEE -

enhance soil fertility and support agricultural practices.
MEEIEAEHENTIRE T - SRKRERRS L

The study involves investigation of different formulations of BHEAEMNRETE  UREEHEEHME4EHE

compost, applying these products to agricultural soil for growing BRI FHERRE -

crops on the island and developing an educational kit to promote

sustainable development to students. ZHEBTERBENAEENE RSB AEEENKE
e - BAfR &%5/% BERARBENAIRBELEE  ERKE

The project is a model to demonstrate turning bioresources into RIEEM - B B2EBEME RS AEEER °

valuable compost for sustainable development in Hong Kong, provide
teaching materials the University and train students in converting
bioresources into value-added products.

D VELLBENG DUCATION 10 heumes
vl Nf =)
el NI =

The Community Well-being initiative, which is part of the EdUHK [HtEEL] BEREBHUEABARELEREZE
SDG Living Laboratory@Tai-po project focuses on the health and EEREQARBEEMN—y  TEBMFHEARE
wellbeing of older adults within the community. To achieve this, a WEEEM=ER - A TERTERIEERZR - ZIEE
brief cognitive or auditory screening system is used to identify older REF AREE RIS IEZE IR RGRTS - A
adults with declined cognitive functions, similar to those with mild HRBIRETIEE TRERIBER - RO ERAERD
cognitive impairments. Those who are identified are offered advice MRS o ZIBE REEZHNEZFEAREELEES R
on physical activity, diet and nutrition. MEBFHERIERE °
People who show risks of dementia are referred to local agencies HIRAEREBOEFA - MISWEN SIS EEERE
and the EAUHK Longevity Research Cluster, for training and NMEBUEABREMERE BEXRRIIR - BE
medical or community-based follow-up. Additionally, balanced FALRIRAE o hAN - RERBRERASFEBEAR
food intake is examined and promoted using an electronic FERTSIEEHDEORREBA ©

nutrition monitoring system.
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Cultural Showcase celebrates

multicultural campus
ZXILH #HEREZ Tt

EdUHK hosted the Cultural Showcase 2024 on its campus in October,
in an initiative to promote internationalisation and enable students to
gain a deeper understanding of different cultures.

BARA202F10 A EREEBR T 20242 LB ] EEEBERL -

RBERANTHBFRNAL -

-
h ” -"‘I

Students from over a dozen countries and regions, including mainland
China, Finland, Germany, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, and Tajikistan, joined local students to
celebrate and share their rich cultural heritage.

EdUHK President, Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, delivered an uplifting
opening address, setting the tone for a day filled with cultural
exploration. The event featured an impressive array of performances,
including an electric guitar solo by a Hong Kong student who grew up
in Jamaica, a captivating traditional Dai dance by exchange students
from mainland China, and an energetic K-pop dance routine performed
by undergraduates.
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Throughout the day, international students showcased their cultures
through traditional costumes, interactive games, and delicious food.
Mainland exchange students presented exhibits highlighting traditional
Chinese clothing, Quanzhou flower hairpin art, and the intricate craft
of lacquer fan making. Spanish exchange students engaged attendees
with a traditional jJump rope game, rewarding participants with
carnations, Spain's national flower.

EdUHK's Global Affairs Office also invited skilled artisans to
demonstrate traditional local crafts to students from around the world,
including flour doll making and sugar painting, enabling students to
experience these unique art forms firsthand.

The Cultural Showcase 2024 was a highly enjoyable event, as part of EREESHS - BIRS24EBBESR - GEIREEA
EdUHK's commitment to nurturing a vibrant, multicultural campus ERBYERMIIFSUE - RENMHIZIRERT T
community where students can learn from one another and celebrate ERR - RINMBEIREBMU RBENRBRIERE -
their diverse backgrounds. PRI T AR A R BE R B R 2R E T ) -

WA TR RER - BIVERZEILITEITE o

BAWBRREBREF T REBENEA - AE
EEASHNBEARTERT TE  SFEREAD
DIFMIESE - BBEFIELHH S BRE LB NE
B e

[2024Z XL A | R —SBERBANES - BHT
BARBAONBEIEMENNZ T EREME © &
BAREEER  BRGMNSESS -
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Colourful Wind promotes culture and
arts of China's ethnic minorities
| ZRAE | {REPEVEBRELFAEWH

—
=
-

-
-

Colourful Wind, a series of cultural and artistic events including lectures, theatrical performances and pop-
up performances was held by EAUHK, in collaboration with Bauhinia Culture (Hong Kong) Holdings Limited
and Minzu University of China, in October 2024,

EERHBERE (X)) HEAXCEBRFRREREKRE » R2024F10ALEER [ SENE | D HRKECEN
RIES -

Its aim was to enhance the understanding and appreciation of Chinese EENE I ERT B B DB R R U R EY R
ethnic minority cultures and arts among faculty and students, and promote HANIRRR - R MUK B A K B2 ) A SR ©

cultural exchanges between EAUHK and universities in mainland China.
REFFRYBIREBEDER AT - ERNUER

During his speech at the opening ceremony, EQUHK President Professor TEBENHARBRERERIEEN L EEAAEE
John Lee Chi-Kin emphasised the significance of such cultural exchange BE o NFHR - FHREEFZEN WAk
activities in broadening students' horizons and cultivating cultural ZEA LG BSRBREHNER RETE 4K
competence. He then invited the renowned ‘internet celebrity dean’ Jiang SRR -

Tiehong to the stage, who demonstrated the Mongolian dance ‘Galloping.
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The highlight of the event was a performance by students from the Music and Dance Academies of
Minzu University, of the Dai dance Water Colour and the Uyghur dance Pomegranate Blossoms, as
well as a performance of Hong Kong classic pop songs Laughter in the Vast Sea and Loving You.

TRRBRAB LS RIFEBHENSEE TR
ZRNRE - BEGERERE OKe) - #ERIKEH
(CRRBIER) AR EBBERRITH CAE—BX) M
(EBR)  BEBRSEESE -
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EdUHK wins QS Reimagine Education bronze award
HRREQSEIKM B AIM K LR SFIE

The Centre of Excellence in Higher Education Teaching and Learning HBEBHERE (HK) 2Bk F BT # 78 FT B
Innovations (CEHETLI) project, led by EdUHK's Co-Director of the Global EERMENHAEEEYN [SFHEHZMEIF =M
Institute for Emerging Technologies, Professor Lim Cher-ping, has won the B ] (CEHETLI) BB @ REZEZHNQSERHE
Bronze Award in the Power of Partnership category at the prestigious QS Bl¥7 A€ (Reimagine Education) [#HHEEN
Reimagine Education Awards. This recognition highlighted the project's 712 ] (The Power of Partnerships) #ERI#5E o
focus on collaboration and innovation to enhance quality, equity and EERERBHARNNEHEBENGERAIZ -
efficiency in education. BASEEE AEMURE -

CEHETLI collaborated with six leading Cambodian universities, the EERTREE AR ABMTIBRELTEHE -
Directorate General of Higher Education, and the World Bank, to develop EFENEESEHE I UARERIETEE
effective pedagogy, harnessing the power of online technology with an CEHETLI®HEE T 2% - FIABIFAITPD (D
innovative ‘Teacher Professional Development’, improving classroom BEELER) EXAHERLHRE  HSRESE - 1M
learning, and building the capacity of higher education teachers. Under SRR BHAMH R EE N o R IR 3 K 2 HED
the collaboration, a graduate certificate programme in teaching and Filt T 2 SRRABHFERRE - BEBEMRKD
learning was offered to higher education teachers. Using a co-developed —EAFRHAENRBNSBEAM  ESBEEEH
set of resources in both English and Khmer, the project has reached over B HEHE1,00058 K 2HAM LA &E30,0008 K24 -

1,000 higher education teachers and positively impacted the learning
experience of more than 30,000 students across Cambodia.

Olympic gold medallists
meet with EAUHK community

RESREEEFAHBREE

Wang Liuyi and Wang Qianyi, who each won two gold medals in artistic 2024 F B RRBIERN K (BEXK) BEREER
swimming at the 2024 Olympics in Paris, officially joined EQUHK's SR EENTIEMEFESR - R2024F10AER
doctoral programme in October 2024. MABBHERE (HK) WELREMH -

To give the benefit of their experience to fellow students, EdUHK hosted BT ERESMEfINERPER  BARENT
a talk, at which questions were asked to the sisters, with topics ranging EAGEMAGKRSRZER  PEeREeEER L
from overcoming challenges in pursuing their dreams, managing time ] 72 AR R £ - B AN(AT ik T 2 B BB B B
effectively between academic studies and sports, adjusting their mindset 1B AR ERERRIHAREOEMRIFREMRE - U
before major competitions, to the advantages of being twins in the field REBERISIEN EREXEE B AMLERSE o

of artistic swimming. HR AT EHANHELREBERE - BHAET
When asked about their interest in EdUHK's doctoral programme, the MR BESBHE REREB 20 - SHFE
sisters mentioned that they chose to pursue their doctoral studies BIRFLERMEY AN SEBRRY  KEH
at EdUHK to gain more professional knowledge, with aspirations BREBEBERRER  LEREHETE  BE
of becoming international referees or representing the country in CHEERMHMEREERAT K -

international sports organisations, or even working in the education

. : ; MARERBRESHENRIFARE - hRMHFIRH
sector to pass on their expertise to future generations.

TRUENBERY - ERWAEESBETETY

As an Elite Athlete Friendly University, EdQUHK offers flexible learning MRABKEESES - TUHKMEFHERT - B0l
arrangements. When asked if they would explore the integration of CHBREFEIBRZINGEIENED - Tl
technology in sport during their doctoral studies, Liuyi and Qianyi MEBFEZRS - thMHEZRECNEDLER
said they had previously benefitted from advanced technology while BlfsES  EELEFZHEANKRE -

preparing for the Olympics and had gained valuable insights from
training and competitions. They hope to merge their athletic experiences
with research to produce meaningful outcomes.
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EdUHK establishes ‘Principals and Teachers Synergistic Innovation Training Centre’

KRR IL [ B = B B 14 IR 2 & sl b s

To strengthen exchanges between teachers from mainland China, Hong
Kong and Macau, EdUHK has established the Principals and Teachers
Synergistic Innovation Training Centre on its Tai Po campus. The aim is
to build a normalised mechanism for the collaborative development
of teacher teams. The training centre and workshops will enhance
exchange among teachers and strengthening national identity.

At the same time, an opening ceremony was held for a training
programme for primary and secondary school principals and teachers
in Hong Kong. The event was co-organised by EQUHK and the China
Education Society, with support from the

Teacher Work Department of the Ministry

of Education, the Hong Kong, Macau, and il

Taiwan Affairs Office of the Ministry of
Education, and the Education Bureau of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government.
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49 scholars named in World’s Top 2% Scientists list

A9 ZBERBERE2%ERMEREE

Global recognition of EdUHK's academic excellence and impactful
research has once again been recognised with 49 scholars listed among
the World's Top 2% Most-cited Scientists and one also named in the top
1% Highly Cited Researchers List in 2024.

The World's Top 2% Most-cited Scientists rankings is published by
Stanford University. The total of 49 EJUHK represents an increase on

the 38 scholars named in the previous year’s list. The expertise of the
scholars on the list spans 17 different fields underscores the University's
established leadership in Education but also reflect our ongoing efforts
to build capacity in emerging fields such as Artificial Intelligence & Image
Processing, Environmental Sciences, and Languages & Linguistics.

Professor Jim Chi-yung, the Research Chair Professor and Advisor of
Geography and Environmental Science at the Department of Social
Sciences and Policy Studies maintained his top position in the Single-
Year Impact List and the Career-Long Impact List.

Meanwhile Professor Wong Ming-hung, Advisor (Environmental Science)
at the Department of Science and Environmental Studies, has also been
named in the 2024 Highly Cited Researchers List released by Clarivate
Analytics, which lists the top 1% researchers,
based on citations, qualitative analysis and
evidence of community-wide recognition.

Scan the QR code to see the full list of 49 academics named among
world's top 2% scientists.
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EdUHK's global reputation further enhanced
HXEKBEE-PRHA

EdUHK's international reputation has been further enhanced thanks
to the results of three assessments by higher education analysts
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS).

EdUHK has been rated as a ‘5-star institution” and been awarded a ‘5-
star certificate’ in the latest QS Stars rating system. This international
recognition highlights EdUHK's excellence in seven different categories:
teaching, research, facilities, subject ranking, employability, social
impact, global engagement, as well as overall score.

Furthermore, the University has continued with its consistently high
ranking in education in the QS World University Rankings by Subject, in
being placed fifth in Asia and 20th in the world in the recently published
2024 edition.

Also, in its first-ever year entering the QS World University Rankings: Asia,
EdUHK has placed 212th out of 984 higher education institutions, putting
the University in the top 25%. The methodology for this ranking is based
on 11 indicators, including academic reputation, citations per paper,
papers per faculty, employer reputation, faculty student ratio, international
research network and international faculty ratio student ratios.

EdUHK wins Grand Prize and 17 other
awards at iCAN 2024

X EME KXBIPREBARIH X (iICAN 2024)
REREIER1TIHEMIEIE

Continuing six years of success in international innovations
competitions, EQUHK has made history at the 9th
International Invention Innovation Competition in Canada
(iCAN 2024), in becoming the first university in Hong Kong to
receive its Grand Prize.

The University’s nine projects won a total of 18 awards at iCAN 2024.
They were the Grand Prize, five Gold Medals, four Silver Medals, the
Organiser’s Choice Award, the Jury’s Choice Award, the Top 20 Best
Invention Award and five Special Awards.

The Grand Prize, the highest honour available at iCAN 2024, and a

Gold Medal were awarded to the ‘Automatic Screening System for Mild
Cognitive Impairment and Dementia with Auditory Tasks" The project,

led by Dr Anna Kam Chi-shan, Associate Professor at the Department of
Special Education and Counselling, is a healthcare system designed to
conduct hearing checks and screening for mild cognitive impairment and
dementia among elders in the community.

These achievements highlight EQUHK's outstanding innovative
capabilities in health technology, educational technology and
sustainable development technology.

The full list of awards can be seen here:
TENERBEAELRES

50 | EdUHK Futures #A %k

FEEB R mEH A MEMEQuacquarelli Symonds
(QS) A =BHEHTEER EEHEKRE (K
R) B BRI — 2T -

FEQSEHM AMEIQS 2 B KRB R A - HKERT

A5k - WERHE [E2EE] - & HBERA

RBTHARELETRERE  2EHE  #X - Rit

Wi BREEE  pEEE)  HERED - RRWRE

N URBEISETEIRBREY -

BN BRI MRE2024F QS AR B ERIFER
IE3

T BARERERENBEFERIIAZ - LE
MER - BIRPERFE200I -

UESh - R ERZE [QSERRNEHER - M| #
# o EIB4M T ME R PHRE 2120 - (L3 A
25% ° ZBFETETZRENEER  BESME
B OWXREYUIIAE BEAOBXE  EXE
B RAELS  BEEELIBLNHEHE BB
FAIAE - ARMBALLD) - HERBAELH - B
HEIG - BRSBAAEL -

BAREENEETFAAEPIERY - EINEAR
FNIERBREARIFTAE (ICAN 2024) FAIERESE -
RABBE—FTEGHIEANAS -

BAREZLLEHLOER R H HEF1BERE - HhE
EREHAEE  AESK  MERE  KGHERK.
APERERE . T RRERRENAER 5 -

iCAN 20248 5B - B — e THRKBHEK
R A G S 2R RRH SME LR [E8
B ERETEE RS RENRAMEHA Y B BER
gl ZHAR—EARtRRELETRE RS  #E
HE RAEBERN R AR BUE AR AT -

BRRBRBADBE T HAERERE - HARK
FIRT AR B R BT 77 T O = LB RE




Charity stage production to raise
awareness in special education
REGERE REFHEEERE

EdUHK held the charity stage production A Kid Story at the Hong Kong
City Hall Theatre in November 2024, to promote the development of
special education and inclusive education, and help raise awareness in
society of children with special educational needs.

The production also raised funds for Project Aspire, a programme
managed and supervised by EdUHK, which supports students with
Asperger syndrome or autism spectrum disorder (ASD), and their

parents and teachers.

This was the fourth run of A Kid Story since 2010 and features young
actors with autism, once again inviting the public into the world of
people with ASD and their families through the story. The premiere
performance and opening ceremony were attended by over 400 people.
The event was sponsored by Mr Law Yung-kai of Bauhaus Holdings Ltd,
Mr Joseph Cheung Wang-ngai, Mr Norman Chui Pak-ming and Ms Cleresa
Wong Pie-yue of the Shang Sin Chun Tong Charitable Foundation, Mr
Alfred CY. Chow and Ms Rita Lo Lai-yu.
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New Centre for Entrepreneurship and Research established

CE S e SHTRY oA

A new centre has been created by EQUHK to transform its research into
sustainable ventures. The Centre for Entrepreneurship and Research
(CEAR) will enable faculty members and students to collaborate with

the innovation and technology sectors, and thus transfer their research
knowledge, accelerate technological innovation, commercialise their ideas
and develop into successful entrepreneurs by incubating EAQUHK projects.

The CEAR's features include:

* Incubation resources: dedicated resources for incubation and
collaboration, such as connecting research-based innovators,
like-minded entrepreneurs and early-stage start-ups.

* Facilities, training and mentorship: office facilities, training workshops
and expert guidance from professionals in tech incubation and
investment.

 Funding support: a delegated incubation fund and fast track to other
EdUHK seed fund programmes and partner incubation platforms.

* Networking opportunities: regular events with external tech firms and
incubators for business development and R&D collaborations.

 Professional services: consulting, legal, accounting and company
secretarial support.

Five EdUHK start-ups have already established themselves at the CEAR, in
the fields of Al-driven music education, Al-driven strabismus diagnosis,
educational robotics, metaverse and Al integration, and a collaborative
generative Al platform for classrooms.
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Study tour helps students learn from the
past to build a brighter future
BEMS FARIRRAHAE ZHk

As part of the new ‘Conflict and Peace in Europe’ Experiential Learning Course (ELC), EQUHK's
Department of International Education organised a study tour to Berlin and Brussels in June 2024.

ERUEAS (HA) ABBEBRBIRN [BNGRENT | RBBRE (ELC) 202456 FEH} T
MABEBAALAE AR EEOTEE -

52 | EdUHK Futures A&k



Global and National Connections = 3k i &
[

The summer tour, led by Dr Ezechiel Thibaud, started in
Berlin, where students learned about the Nazi regime,
the Second World War and the Cold War. They visited the
Sachsenhausen concentration camp, the Topography of
Terror museum, the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Europe, and the Berlin Wall. “In terms of content, this was
a dense learning experience,” says Dr Thibaud. “Berlin
had a direct impact on the students emotionally, which
serves to help them learn and remember the subject
matter,” she adds.

The next stop was Brussels, famous for its baroque, neo-gothic and art
nouveau architecture, and is the main seat of the European Parliament,
as well as home to other European Union (EU) institutions. There, the
students learned about the process through which European countries
established peace and economic relations from the debris of post-war
Europe, to form what became the EU.

“The purpose of this ELC is to help students understand the world today,
through learning about the process of peace-making in Western and
Central Europe. The study tour presented the students with a fantastic
opportunity to learn from the mistakes and successes of the past and
reflect on how to build a brighter future,” explains Dr Thibaud.

Plans are being made for a study tour next summer, focusing on different
cities' roles and places in today's Europe.

It Xx B Z=fft B E fmEzechiel Thibaudi# X #5kx -
BUERBIAM - RBAEM T BAREBE - £ KR
REMRBEHNEL  WRBTERRZAERE
RAGHREEEYEE « BUNB R R AR AL SR AEM
B o ThibaudE &R : [{EFBRNARE @ &=
—REEMBREMNBEBRE - AN — B —RHAEE
TREENBEREE BRI RAEN—1)
FEE o |

T BEANESRR  FEMFZERRERE -
R ERBUNE SN RN - LEBBRIERS -
RS - 2AMEZRERIMNBER AR EES
BT ERERI R - TEARIRRAIERER -

ThibaudiB+#EE : [EEEREZERENENE
EYEEBEREARANTEROMNTEREERES
R - BRIAR 2 IRABEMRE T —EAESTNSH
BERS  BREERERMAKINNESR - REW
AR ST HOARIR © |

BRBATERTSIAE BN SRR A & 87 5
TE BHCFERNSZ —RMEZIK -

February 2025 | 53



Global and National Connections & & i &

Partnership helps preserve

musical heritage
BEERFRE) S F L EK

EdUHK held an exchange activity with the Guangzhou Cultural Centre in December 2024, at which
there were xiqu performances along with discussions on preserving the artform and other intangible

cultural heritage.

BRHBERE (HK) R2024F12AEEMNTLEERT —SLEMRRBES - S LERTHMRE -

BETTREBHBREUARFNECEEERN®

Learning about intangible cultural heritage, such as performing arts,
traditions and social practices, enables us to understand our own culture
and that of different communities. This fosters a sense of identity, as well
as a mutual respect for other people’s ways of life. With this in mind, the
University's Xiqu and Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre (XICH) - part

of the Academy for Education Development and Innovation - promotes
Chinese culture and heritage extensively locally, nationally and overseas.

The event, which was held by the XICH with participation from the
Lingnan Traditional Quyi Institute, began with discussions on how

best to preserve intangible cultural heritage, which were followed by

a xiqu performance. Artistic director of the Lingnan Traditional Quyi
Institute cum National Class One performer and renowned Cantonese
opera pipa player, Ms Chen Lingyu, led performers from the Guangzhou
Cultural Centre in singing The United Knot. EQUHK Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) in Heritage Education and Arts Management student Tsang
Tze-huen, then performed Nocturnal Tears over an Epistle.

At the event, Professor Leung Bo-wah, Executive Director of the XICH
said, “Fostering the preservation of xiqu and intangible cultural heritage
requires keeping pace with the times, exploring innovative paths, and
striving to preserve traditional culture while incorporating modern
technology. Today's event fosters cultural exchange, marking a new step
forward in the inheritance of arts”

— —
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Tsang Tze-huen, student of Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
in Heritage Education and Arts Management,
performs “Nocturnal Tears over an Epistle”
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EdUHK partners with

Hunan First Normal University to create
Joint Centre for Innovative Ideological

and Political Education

AR E— e 2R LK BB A FRIHBZ R F O

Representatives of EQUHK visited Hunan First Normal University’s (HFNU) Dongfanghong campus in
December 2024, where the two parties agreed to establish the EQUHK-HFNU Joint Centre for Innovative

Ideological and Political Education.

EERHAEKRE (BK) R2024F12 A 75
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The Joint Centre will be set up in both Hong
Kong and Changsha, where both sides will work
together to accelerate ideological and political
education development, take full advantage of
national development opportunities, and actively explore course module
and content to boost exchange and cooperation in patriotic education
between Hong Kong and Hunan.

EdUHK President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin and HFNU President
Professor Hu Sui signed the MoU, and both parties look forward

to deepening collaboration and enhancing the quality of patriotic,
ideological and political education through academic exchange, research
collaboration, and mutual visits. They also aim to continuously nurture
the growth of teachers from both sides by advocating teacher ethics and
virtues and cultivating the ‘Spirit of Educators’.
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