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Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, who took onthe role of president in September 2023, explains

how EdUHK can play an integral part in Hong Kong’s education future.
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Turning a threat into an opportunity

With a mother who was a kindergarten teacher, Professor Lee

is deeply rooted in education. “I realised very early on that my
vocation in life would involve teaching and learning in some

way. What | didn't initially imagine, however, is how that vocation
would become a lifelong aspiration to shape the future through
education,” he says. After beginning his career as a secondary
school teacher, he moved into the academic side of education,
firstly as a lecturer at Sir Robert Black College of Education (one of
the five colleges which amalgamated into EAUHK), before becoming
Dean of Education at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He
joined EdUHK (then the Hong Kong Institute of Education) as Vice
President (Academic) in 2010, then adding the role of Provost to his
responsibilities in 2019.

As President, Professor Lee is navigating EQUHK through shifts in
education. “In Hong Kong, we are faced with a declining population.
This can be seen as a threat to our future, but | prefer to see it

as an opportunity,” he says. In his view, the situation gives the

city the impetus to establish itself as a multicultural, multilingual
education hub, similar to other major world cities. “If Hong Kong
were to attract more people from outside of the city, the local
community and economy could benefit greatly. This would further
increase our highly skilled workforce and enhance innovation. Yet,
achieving this requires emphasis on an inclusive and welcoming
mindset,” Professor Lee explains. He sees initiatives such as the
Greater Bay Area (GBA) and Belt and Road (B&R) as opportunities to
open students’ minds, as they learn about other places, education
systems, cultures and languages. Scholars, meanwhile can benefit
from exchange, collaboration in and different perspectives towards
research.

Installation ceremony of President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, presided over by Council
Chairman Dr David Wong Yau-kar
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Education, after all, is the beating heart of the development of any HE TS K R SR LA VETE B By AT 51 - 253K 35
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so are naturally attracted to a city with a high-quality education o e — N o e
and socio-cultural system for their children. Not only that, Hong EELABERARMML ﬁﬁﬂ'%’%fﬁ =%
Kong also has the opportunity to attract researchers and students BBl ERNBREH GalERAeniuNAE B
from around the world by creating an education hub. “EdUHK is FIRMIEH B AR TR F B2 A - |
well-placed to make a major contribution. We are well-known for

our legacy in teacher education dating back to 1881, as well as our

strong research profile in education,” says Professor Lee. In the last

UGC Research Assessment Exercise, for instance, 63% of EAUHK's

education profile was judged to be “world leading”
or “internationally excellent”, and all its educational
research was assessed to have “outstanding” or
“considerable impacts” in terms of reach and
significance.

International education hub

As part of its drive towards facilitating such a hub,
the University has reached out to institutions and
governments in the GBA, mainland China as well
as B&R countries on subjects as diverse as virtues
and values, culture, university teaching, technology
and sport. For example, it recently enhanced
collaboration with renowned universities, such

as Sun Yat-Sen University, Tsinghua University

and Nanjing University in mainland China. Also,
following on from the success of similar projects in
Vietnam and Cambodia, EdUHK has embarked on

a discussion of a teacher capacity building project
possibly with the government and a university in Opening ceremony of the Values Education Conference hosted by EdUHK
Brunei. “Hong Kong SAR is part of China, so EQUHK ~ ZAE0 [EESAESERE]

can be interpreted as a national university in a way.

Yet, through the B&R initiative, as well as being

in a global city, we are also able to forge many

connections in education with the outside world,”

explains Professor Lee.

4 | EQUHK Futures #A R
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Interdisciplinary approach

Another positive effect of attracting more extramural
academics, students and inviting institutional
partnerships is the ability to advance knowledge. “To me,
education means different things,” says Professor Lee.
“It's about building two-way communication between
teacher and student, as well as innovation.” The last of
these has become increasingly important in recent years,
leading to EAUHK establishing two new academies - for
Applied Policy Studies and Education Futures (AAPSEF)
and Educational Development and Innovation (AEDI)

- to bridge the gaps between faculties, allowing for

a more flexible structure, and facilitate development

of educational technologies (EdTech) and other new
areas to research and continually improve pedagogical
methods. “Modern innovation and technologies mean President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin and Council Chairman Dr David Wong
that traditional disciplines do not necessarily provide Ziu‘{f?;fjﬁé'zgnihi?gmg ceremony for EdUHK's new academic building
solutions,” says Professor Lee. The acadernies offer master's . 2.0 il s i imin sk s s
programmes with input from external professors and other ¢ | A g

experts in fields such as legal education, policy studies,

neuroscience, innovation and entrepreneurship. “These areas

provide us with a new perspective in exploring different

pathways and possibilities,” he adds. While some may not see

these fields as directly linked to education, Professor Lee has a BERHRE

different opinion. “It's about finding multiple ways for education o ) X

application, so young people can develop 21st century skills to RSIEZIBBERBERS  REZHBERAAIE
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Virtues and ethics ' \
In the near future, powerful machines and Al-

generated tools will be able to complete tasks which tional Securityand Legal I.ducation Re
are time-consuming today, with great speed and Bl 32 o} o 1.0 7 il i
ease. That said, there is a danger that we become too BV "‘”ta ﬁmﬁ:" LR
dependent on them, to the cost of human elements, =
including ethics and traditional virtues. “To avoid
being controlled or manipulated by technologies,

the younger generation will need to be strong in
creativity and critical thinking, collaboration and ethical
judgement,” Professor Lee explains. Courses are
embedded with ethics, such as the 6-P pedagogical
approach that guides students in self-regulated
learning and behaviour when using artificial
intelligence-enabled generative tools. National
education is also a key component in achieving this
aim. “National identity involves several distinct aspects, Launch ceremony of the National Security and Legal Education Research
including being a national citizen and identifying with ~ <®"""® aLEjiHK

Chinese culture, traditions and virtues; instilling a pride 7 | FF = S ARAAFARL] peu e

in being part of China,” says Professor Lee. EQUHK has

taken several steps to provide students with a solid grounding in BRI

this area. These include establishing centres for areas such as classical

Chinese education, and national security and legal education TERTE R E9ME IR SE RS B A TR BE(ANEK TR
research; jointly running a course for pre-service teachers on s 80Tk B S S — IR AL R ) T o AT -
experiential learning with Qufu Normal University in the hometowns o B TE LB TP AL A R KR LU

of Confucius and Mencius; and co-producing teaching materials,

public lectures and workshops for teachers and schoolchildren to ENBRERIERIME  FHERD [BTRIMMRK

promote moral and affective values in traditional Chinese culture. ERlRRME FE-RBRERBANAIET AR
These humanistic elements, combined with understanding of IEHIERMIBHIETSAE S - | BAT HAKREZERA
technologies, nurture a well-rounded approach in young people. R ETZ it [6- P%jzfﬁﬂxm g EELEF R
Consequently, the University's multidisciplinary, international AERTARETAERE -ARABTRERE R
approach can be of great significance for the future of Hong Kong. VRS i?ﬁz?ﬁﬂt—iﬁﬁ%- (B R & MRRF K ZE
“As a leading institution in education, EdUHK cultivates future TRER 2EFAERARMNARRR HHEXL:
teachers, who go on tofnurture schoolghildren. We have to be ) EENBEBNZR URHEATEANESE-

pioneers in education futures to benefit young people across the A D SB[ A E S S E R+ g

city, irrespective of their background, so that they are open-minded . e . e
as well as ethically and intellectually prepared for tomorrow’s VBB MERZ 2 RARHF RO R 2
Wor[d," says Professor Lee. IS (= a%—g%lﬁfﬁﬂ?tﬁﬁﬁ(%%iﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁ

AR BUERE RN B ARG EN TERE I

National identity involves several distinct

aspects, including being a national citizen and
identifying with Chinese culture, traditions and
virtues; instilling a pride in being part of China.

RS GEBSREZETEEER @ B 5868
"EH{?@%&‘;%‘?H HrEX - BHAEESL
n/u L/(&éfé’f%ﬁb@/{mgzi/m

6 | EdUHK Futures # AR5k °



Interview =35
EE—

REMAE B P BEE SRR BRI R EENIERE -5
EANTREAMBABENES BRREFEANE
E#HE -

HIRTI S ZUOKAY S 2o (R I B PR 3 FR SR G - 5 3
BERHUENRREERENTE - FHREA: [1ER
HEBENBRER BB EEBIEEARAHED
g LM BB —REE - RV AEHE
MARERTPEZELAE BPHEEFEAN TS
= WELRIFF R OB - W RIBE BB R AL
TR AT R4 - SRR B - |

President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin participating the 2023-2024 Academic
Year Inauguration cum Flag Raising Ceremony at EdUHK
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Profile

Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, JP

BA (Hons), The University of Hong Kong

MSc, University of Oxford

Diploma in Education (with distinction), MA (Education), and PhD, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Current positions held (selected):

The Education University of Hong Kong

President

Chair Professor of Curriculum and Instruction

Director, Academy for Applied Policy Studies and Education Futures,
Academy for Educational Development and Innovation, and

Centre for Religious and Spirituality Education

Member, 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference

UNESCO Chair in Regional Education Development and Lifelong Learning
(2019-2023; 2023-2027)

Research Fellow, The Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization

Chairman, Academic Committee of the Centre for Hong Kong and Macao
Research of South China Normal University

Awards:

Changjiang Scholar Chair Professor, conferred by the Ministry of Education of
the People’s Republic of China

President’s Award for Outstanding Performance in Knowledge Transfer (Team
Award), EdUHK (2016/17 & 2021/22

The Vice-Chancellor’'s Exemplary Teaching Award, CUHK (1999)

Silver Medal & Bronze Medal (with other PIs) in the Geneva International
Inventions Exhibition (2021 & 2023)

Advisor (current & past, selected):

Honorary Advisor (Education), Sik Sik Yuen

Honorary Advisor, Hong Kong Kindergarten Association and Hong Kong
Federation of Education Workers

Honorary Advisor, Hong Kong Professionals and Senior Executives Association
Honorary Advisor, Hok Yau Club

Advisor, Our Hong Kong Foundation

Advisor, Character Education Foundation (CEF) and Hong Kong Association
of Deputy Principals

Academic Advisor, Association of Inspectors, Education Bureau (AIEDB)

Publications:

Edited/written more than 25 books, 175 journal articles and book chapters
Leading co-editor of book series:

Curriculum and School Development in Asia and Education for Sustainability
(Springer book series

The Routledge Series on Life and Values Education and The Routledge Series
on Chinese Language Education

For more details, please visit
https:/ /www.eduhk.hk/en/experts/professor-lee-chi-kin-john

.
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New research facilities cross over
traditional discipline divides

FHAARERERENNERES

To promote interdisciplinary academic research,
EdUHK recently established two new university-
level research facilities: the University Research
Facility of Data Science and Artificial Intelligence
(UDSAI) and the University Research Facility of
Human Behavioural Neuroscience (UHBN).

RIREBEREMAT BRI T WAARERNARE
BE 255 [SEREEATEEHOERE | (UDSANK
[1PERIZEHLERE | (UHBN)-

The UDSAI was established to foster an interdisciplinary,
data-driven approach which can help secure research grants
by playing to the strengths of the University’s infrastructure,
methodologies and diversity.

Its Director is Professor Xu Guandong, a renowned scholar in
data science, artificial intelligence and social computing. He
holds the position of Chair Professor of Artificial Intelligence
and is also the Director of the Centre for Learning, Teaching, and
Technology. Professor Xu's pioneering research has won widespread
recognition, and his work has consistently placed him in the top

2% of the world’s most-cited scientists, as determined by Stanford
University. Prior to joining EAUHK, he held positions at the University
of Technology Sydney.

“Adopting an interdisciplinary approach is crucial,” says Professor
Xu. “Nowadays, technology covers all disciplines. It's no longer
confined to just computer science and information technology.

The UDSAI's role is to cultivate a culture of collaboration that
transcends disciplinary boundaries, facilitating problem-solving, and
encouraging the sharing of expertise among scholars,” he adds.

The setting up of UDSAI aligns with the government’s vision to
integrate artificial intelligence into teacher education, preparing the
next generation not just to use, but to excel in new technologies.
“Technology, such as artificial intelligence, is a tool to enhance
efficiency and productivity. We have to master it and ensure that

it remains human-centred. For example, we can use it to compile
and filter data, so that we can concentrate more on analysis. The
purpose of the UDSAI is to equip future educators and professionals
and, by extension, the wider community, with the skills to master
and use technology in an ethical manner,” says Professor Xu.

8 | EdUHK Futures #A 2k
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Similarly, the UHBN was established
to provide multimodal technological
platforms to facilitate a deeper
understanding of the biological

and neural underpinnings of
psychological and behavioural
processes. It is led by Professor
Ken Yung Kin-lam, Associate

Vice President (Research) and Chair Professor of Biology and
Neuroscience. He and his team have developed nanomaterial-
based technologies for harvesting autologous neural stem cells and
devices for cell differentiation, which have won over 50 international
innovation awards.

“The UHBN has been set up to further explore learning and memory,
movement and motivated behaviour, sensation and perception, and
emotional well-being, as well as facilitate sharing of our state-of-
the-art equipment,” says Professor Yung. “Our research can establish
the causal links between motor skills, cognitive abilities and
affective domains in early childhood development. Not only that,

its capabilities in creating custom behavioural testing software will
enable specialised assessments, such as speech recognition in noise
and dichotic listening performance, particularly for young Mandarin-
and Cantonese-speaking children,” he adds.

Combining the insights from neuroscience with the understanding
of human behaviour helps address various societal challenges,
enhance well-being, and improve the quality of life across
populations. “There is still so much to discover in this field. By taking
an interdisciplinary approach, we can delve much further into how
children develop,” explains Professor Yung. “By integrating such
advanced research endeavours, we are contributing to the global
body of knowledge and ensuring that EAUHK's educational practices
remain at the forefront of technological and scientific advancement.
This goes in tandem with Hong Kong's vision for the future.”

RTRABBABELERTR ENEYFGER
B BRI T UHBN AR 12 (it —{E % 15 e ey B 5 F
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BIRAL  RAEE N EIBREE 2 MR REE  EHIE
TTAR BT E R ETTIRREN B XRAHE  DlInERE
BRETNESHIENRETREDIRAS LREAR
e AERENERENTE

AR ENTME ABITRNER  BEINEY
HEEERE BB YREABRNEEEER S
BEH: [EEBRNEFZESRROTE RIBE
BRI RPN ERARTRENKRAEE - |
IR RE : EBEAMAEILERBEARMNGIIK
R HMUAEHAEEXELRER REFEERHA
FERHRAIRI 2 A3 7 R B A Eh A BRI
RS -
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Helping make Hong Kong Al literate

BERENAIEESRANAS

The University recently launched the third phase of its Artificial Intelligence Literacy

Programme, thanks to a donation by Mr Li Ka-shing.

BREFEFBLENBYRIET  ARTE=ZBBRATEHEANERIAARE

As Al increasingly shapes our society, it has become essential to
develop foundational Al literacy, so that people in the community
have the knowledge to not only use the technology but also help
shape its role. Thanks to generous support from the Li Ka Shing
Foundation (LKSF) and the UGC Research Matching Grant Scheme,
the University's newly established ‘Artificial Intelligence and Digital
Competency Education Centre’ (AIDCEC) is helping to meet this need
by providing free Al education to Hong Kong residents, through the
Artificial Intelligence Literacy Programme.

The initiative began in 2020, with the first phase comprising the
design and evaluation of a programme for University and Secondary
School Students. Phase two, which began two years later, involved
developing the programme for senior secondary students, as well as
those studying at university. The third phase has been running since
last year, and develops Al literacy for senior secondary students,
their teachers and parents, as well as for administrative staff in
small and medium-sized enterprises. “Al tools can enhance teaching
effectiveness, while narrowing the learning gaps among different
learners, which helps promote individual learning,” says Professor
Kong Siu-cheung, Director of the AIDCEC at EdUHK. “Therefore,
teachers, parents and students should harness the power of Al to
address pedagogical challenges and develop independent thinking,”
he adds.

BEEAITE A B R PINT S B EAMAIL KRR
EESAMNEE ETEELSSRENERINMER
AT - BRI 2 BB EAINERE [ - £ =5
ESG(LKSPHMAREHEENZEG WA RE L HE)
SEFBIEEB T AR [ A TR R S AL

HEFL] (AIDCEC)EIR [HE A T LT MR AT
2l AEABRREHSBNAIRAERE LR

ZETBN T FRE) Wy = (AR IETT - F—
LBEREATEEMASERFMFEREAT - MFR
FRRE BB StEEMER R ETT TE—THRIE
I RMEREAT - EEMPNE=ERUBERR
THERE  #HED  RERUEHPNBITHRABHAIERR
o BMAANTEREREBITENHETO(AIDCEC) #E
IRBERIEL : AR TETBER T2 E e -
NAEEREENSEZR REBHIMCEER -]
— 5 [Eih 20 KERBEREMAIEYHE
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EERAINZOER - RERHTEEME2ENEE R
M BN 2REZT REOAIZR - E=[EERRER
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The programmes are carefully designed to impart core knowledge
about Al in an accessible way for broad audiences. All necessary
learning and teaching materials are available so participants can
build a strong Al foundation. Phase three is expected to benefit over
850 people. In all it will comprise 30 hours of face-to-face lessons,
tutorials, self-learning exercises and presentations. It covers the
basic concepts of machine and deep learning, and provides tips on
generating effective questions for inquiry and prompts. At the end of
the programme, participants have to develop a work plan to apply Al
in the classroom or workplace.

The AIDCEC was established as part of EAUHK's dedication to
promoting the application of Al and technological innovation. It
helps individuals from the education sector and beyond to access
knowledge and skills related to Al. The Centre aims to contribute to
the growth and development of the digital economy in a way that is
socially responsible and sustainable.

Learning and Teaching 2%
|
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Artificial Mussels can measure
contamination in our seas

[ ATEO|ERZEFTR

A cross-institutional study has found that Artificial Mussels, invented by EQUHK's Professor
Rudolf Wu Shiu-sun, can reliably and effectively monitor radioactive contamination in seas

around the world.

HARERRREIREAET T RERRSE R TREREBEN [ATEO ] st AR AR St EEAIEKH

RS ENEE-

Over the last few decades, human activities such as mining,
processing and discharge from nuclear power plants have

released considerable amounts of radioactive compounds into

the environment. Consequently, various harmful radionuclides
generated and released from human activities are now widely found
in aquatic environments. Ingestion of these radionuclides through
drinking water and food are the two major pathways for human
exposure to radiation. Many radioactive compounds not only have
long physical half-lives but can also increase in concentration along
the food chain, posing a long-lasting threat to both environmental
and human health.

Existing methods to monitor radionuclides in aquatic environments
require frequent sampling of a large volume of water, followed

by long and tedious concentration and analytical procedures,
which often make them impractical. Another common method is

to use mussels, as they have a remarkable ability to accumulate
radionuclides from both water and planktonic food. However,

their uptake and retention of radionuclides are affected by their
environment (such as salinity, temperature and availability of
food) and biological factors (like seasonal growth and reproductive
conditions). Additionally, an insurmountable problem is that the
limited distribution of mussel species prevents any comparison over
large areas. Consequently, a quicker, more cost-effective means of
monitoring radionuclides was needed.

Over a decade ago, Professor Rudolf Wu Shiu-sun of the Department
of Science and Environmental Studies at EdUHK invented the
Artificial Mussel, which has been used for monitoring heavy metals
in 30 countries across the globe. Beginning in 2022, Professor Wu
led a cross-institutional study, with team members from The City
University of Hong Kong and The University of Hong Kong, to test
the Artificial Mussels’ absorption and releasing abilities. The team
selected three radioactive substances commonly found in nuclear
waste and disposal — uranium, strontium and caesium - as research
targets, and placed the devices in seawater. The study’s findings
have been peer-reviewed, and recently published in the journal of
Marine Science and Engineering.
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Professor Wu (right) and his team
RRER (B—) B R R E R

Following a series of experiments, results show that the Artificial
Mussels have a remarkable ability to concentrate radionuclides
from water, and it only takes seven to eight weeks before a reliable
estimate on the concentration and variations of these radionuclides
in the aquatic environment becomes available. Unlike existing
methods, using Artificial Mussels does not require collecting
hundreds of litres of seawater for concentration and analysis,
therefore saving the required manpower and cost for sampling and
pre-treatment. The cost of each device is just US$1 (approximately
HKS8), making it viable for long-term and large-scale monitoring of
nuclear wastewater.

“The risks posed by nuclear waste to marine ecology and human
health cannot be underestimated,” says Professor Wu, explaining
the results of the study. “The study confirms that Artificial Mussels

can resolve the limitations presented by existing detection methods.

The device can play a role in safeguarding environmental and food
safety, as it offers authorities around the world a practical and cost-
effective way to monitor radionuclides in waters,” he adds.
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The Most Reverend Andrew Chan, Archbishop of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui and Bishop of
Western Kowloon, has always been concerned about the holistic development of young
people, hoping to guide them towards a positive and optimistic attitude to enhance their

resilience in life.

HBEEEHRA > EBELAERETHRMEPAREIH LR OETFNEOERR - FESIEMMN
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Archbishop Chan graduated in the 1980s from the Grantham
College of Education — one of the colleges which amalgamated to
establish what became The Education University of Hong Kong -
where he majored in music and art. He explains that the theories
of education and psychology he learned at Grantham gave him a
profound understanding of the importance of putting people first
in education, a teaching principle he still holds dear. The innovative
educational concepts he encountered at the college helped him
realise the importance of student-centred education and the need
to cater to the development of each student. When discussing
different educational theories, he speaks of educationists like John
Dewey, Lawrence Stenhouse and Carl Rogers.

After five years of teaching, he felt a calling from God and embarked
on theological training, eventually becoming a pastor. To this day, he
actively promotes life education and continues to care for students.
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Life Education

Archbishop Chan believes that every life is precious, and as an
educator, there is a responsibility to help students develop and
become the best version of themselves. In his view, life education
involves the holistic development of body, mind and spirit. He
laments that we often focus only on external development, such as
acquiring knowledge, while neglecting the cultivation of the heart
and spirit, leading to a lack of resilience when facing setbacks. He
advises young people not to give up easily in the face of failure but
instead to learn from those experiences.

Regarding spiritual cultivation, he believes it transcends
geographical, temporal and mortal boundaries. “Life education is
about teaching people to have spiritual existence. For example,

some of my teachers, even though they have left this physical world,

still deeply influence my essence, as their spirits live on within me,”
he says. Through music and poetry, he believes we can connect with
people from different eras, resonate with them, enrich our lives and
promote healthy growth.

To strengthen young people’s life education,
Archbishop Chan actively gives back to his alma mater,
participating in the work of The Education University
of Hong Kong's Religious Education and Spiritual
Education Centre. He was recently invited to be the
main guest speaker for the lecture series ‘Shining
Moments - Achieving Our Core Values’, engaging in

a dialogue on religion with the Buddhist monk, the
Venerable Sik Hin Hung.
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EdUHK President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin (left) presents a certificate of
appreciation to Archbishop Chan (centre) and the Venerable Sik Hin Hung
(second from left), the keynote speakers in the "Shining Moments — Achieving
Our Core Values' lecture series
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Profile f§}

1982 - Received Teaching Diploma from the Grantham College of Education
BB S E BRHENSOR

1987 - Bachelor of Philosophy in Education from Newcastle University, UK
EREAREABHEZS (HF) 2

1991 - Theological Certificate from Spurgeon’s College, UK
EEERTEN TSR EE

2004 - Master of Arts in Pastoral Theology from Heythrop College London, UK
ERBARBYAREHRNBEL (RERE)

2012 - Appointed as Bishop of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Diocese of West
Kowloon
HEBBERGENEREEH

2013 - Awarded Honorary Fellowship by EdUHK
BHRERKER LT

2021 - Appointed as the Bishop of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Province
REBRELAEHETHER
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After 18 years, Professor Philip Li Hui has returned to EAUHK as Chair Professor at the
Department of Early Childhood Education. He has found both familiarity and profound change.

BETN\E  FEAREREBHEARBREEDRAFERELR B - #ELHTZEE  BERAENRE
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At the age of 18, back in 1986, Professor Li was faced with a choice BRE-NNARE fFiEﬂ\ﬁW@%ﬁﬁ%E%ﬁﬂmﬁ
between following in his father’s footsteps in medicine or his B BERMETE 25 8RR SR B
Y FHEXT: (MAEREEARBEETNTE &

mother’s in kindergarten education. “To my surprise, they both
recommended each other’s career!” he chuckles. However, his
passion for early childhood education (ECE) and desire to shape
young minds from their very first years led him to choose this path.

Professor Li began his career as a lecturer of early childhood
education at EdUHK - then the Hong Kong Institute of Education
(HKIEd) in 2000. “I really enjoyed it. | had opportunities to work
elsewhere, but HKIEd was dedicated to teacher education, had a
flagship department in ECE, called the School of Early Childhood
Education, and was on a beautiful campus,” he says. After five years,
he left HKIEd to work more on the research side. He spent 13 years at
The University of Hong Kong, where he became Programme Director
(MEd) of the Faculty of Education, and then four years in a similar
role at Macquarie University in Australia before returning to EAUHK
in 2023. “It feels like I've come full circle,” he says.
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Nevertheless, EQUHK has changed dramatically since 2005. “While
we've always excelled in educating future teachers, EQUHK is now a
comprehensive university,” says Professor Li. Evoking the three key
dimensions of observation and analysis in Chinese philosophy -
time (KBF), location (#F)), and human factors (A1) - he believes
the timing is right because the local and national governments are
very supportive of education. Geographically speaking, Professor Li
recognises Hong Kong as a major connection between China and the
outside world, and thus, it is a global centre of education, research
and academia. Also, EdJUHK’'s campus is very close to the rest of

the Greater Bay Area, so cooperation and integration are easier.
“Regarding human elements, we have a host of promising, prolific,
productive and passionate scholars,” explains Professor Li. “And our
President John Lee has been at EAUHK for over 10 years, so he knows
the University well. He is also a visionary leader and passionate
educator at heart. This is a perfect combination for the position,” he
adds.

Looking ahead, Professor Li sees the current challenges in ECE

in Hong Kong, such as the low birth rate and the closure of
kindergartens, as opportunities for growth and innovation. “This
situation prompts us to reevaluate the role of ECE in our society and
learn from other countries. For instance, we could draw inspiration
from Australia, where ECE services are available for up to 13 hours a
day, benefitting both parents and the economy,” he suggests.

Top: Professor Li (left) with President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin and other members of the
Senior Management at the 2024 Spring Media Reception
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Bottom: Professor Li (back left), when lecturer at HKIEd's School of Early Childhood

Education, at the school’s first symposium (2000s)
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Profile &

2000 - PhD from The University of Hong Kong
(HKU)
RSB B RBEL S

Became Lecturer at the School of Early
Childhood Education, Hong Kong Institute
of Education (now EdUHK)
MABBHREER (FEHRBEARAERNS) -
BENHZHE REA

2005 - Joined HKU as Research Assistant
Professor, Faculty of Education
MABEBREHE S0 - EEREHIR (%)

2007 - Appointed Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Education, HKU
BEBABHESREmRMENER

2012 - Tenured Associate Professor, Faculty of
Education, HKU
BEEBREHE L Lo AR S EIHR

2018 - Full Professor in Early Childhood
(permanent), School of Education,
Macquarie University, Australia
MARMNEBEABHREERNTHE R
BEZBHE

2023 - Returned to EAUHK as Chair Professor of
Early Childhood Education
BREBBERE  EENZRHE BEEHIR
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Applying learning to
give back to society
BERIATE EfREdE

President’s Commendation Scheme

The President’s Commendation Scheme recognises students’ outstanding
achievements in non-academic activities in arts and culture, community
service, leadership, innovation and technology, and sport. After rigorous
evaluation three students were awarded for their outstanding performance
and contribution in their respective fields, for the 2023-24 academic year.
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Leadership
Exploring oneself and unlocking leadership potential

Jennifer Ho Yan-har
Master of Arts in Child and Family Education

Jennifer is not only passionate about child education but also holds
leadership roles in multiple social service organisations, including
the Wofoo Leaders’ Network, Hong Kong United Youth Association -
Student Network Alliance, the V. Elites Association — Student Elites,
and the Leo District 303 - Hong Kong & Macau, China. Jennifer has
extensive experience in organising large-scale events and has been
honoured with awards such as Outstanding Volunteer Leader, BEST
President Gold Award, and BEST Chapter Silver Award multiple times,
due to her exceptional leadership skills. She firmly believes that the
mark of an excellent leader is one who strives to lead the team in
learning and growing together to achieve common goals.
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Sports

Excelling in both academic and athletic careers, while
continuously setting new records

Wong Man-ching
Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Physical Education)

As well as being a student, Man-ching is a member of the Hong
Kong Women'’s Beach Volleyball Team. She is grateful to EAUHK for
providing students with comprehensive care and support, allowing
her to balance her studies at EAUHK with training and competition.
Her efforts in 2023 were recognised and rewarded through excellent
results with her teammates in the World Championships and Asian
Championships. She also had the privilege of participating in the
Asian Games. These achievements inspire her to strive to further
improve her performance, represent EdUHK and Hong Kong with
pride, strengthen her determination to give back to EAUHK and
society, and share the joy of sport with others.
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Community Service
Practising green living, creating the future together

Rola Chan Tsz-ying
Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Chinese Language)

Rola has always been actively involved in volunteering activities and
cares deeply about society. In her capacity as head of the education
working group of the UNESCO Hong Kong Association’s ‘Hong Kong
Green Citizen Youth Ambassador’, she feels deeply that because
children are future leaders, we must provide quality education

for them, while also focusing on and promoting sustainable
development, to create favourable environmental conditions

for the next generation. As a youth representative of Hong Kong,
Rola is active in the international community, advocating the
concept of social sustainable development. She has participated

in environmental protection activities in Singapore, learning about
the importance of fulfilling civic responsibilities and sustainability.
These experiences further enrich her knowledge and enhance her
determination to practise green living.
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Caring for Life Day - promoting
harmony and inclusivity

FHEHK WA

EAdUHK held its first ‘Caring for Life Day’ in February, with the aim

of promoting the physical, mental, and spiritual health of the
University’s management, teaching staff, and frontline employees
through a series of activities to enhance well-being. At the same
time, they hoped to promote the core values of ‘people-oriented’
care culture, social harmony and inclusion in the community. The
opening ceremony of the event received support from EAUHK
President Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, members of the Board of
Governors, Yuen Long District Council members, and representatives
from community partners.

On the day of the event, various Chinese traditional cultural
workshops were set up, including calligraphy displays and
traditional tea performances, allowing participants to
experience the charm of traditional Chinese arts.
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Participants also had the opportunity to experience various sports,
including yoga and the emerging sport of Dodgebee, allowing
everyone to breathe fresh air, stretch their legs and relax during the
event.

The day also emphasised community integration and interaction,
inviting schools, social enterprises and non-profit organisations to
hold a variety of exhibits and handicrafts at activity booths, raising
public awareness of vulnerable groups in society.

Furthermore, a ‘Pet Carnival’ was set up in the Learning Commons
building, where staff and students could bring their pets to
participate in pet care workshops and pet yoga classes, enjoying the
fun of campus life together.

The activities held on ‘Caring for Life Day’ helped strengthen
community spirit and encouraged the EQUHK family to engage even
more in community activities. The event received widespread praise
and recognition from all parties, fully demonstrating the importance
of social inclusion at the University.
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International Congress on Educational
Futures 2024

EAdUHK held the International Congress on Educational Futures

2024 (ICEF 2024) in April, to foster collaboration and inspire
transformative change by bringing together experts and
practitioners from various disciplines in local, national, regional and
international organisations.

The congress, held at InnoCentre, Kowloon Tong, attracted more

than 400 scholars, researchers, and educators from across the globe.

It included a diverse programme featuring five keynote speeches by
internationally renowned scholars, six symposia, a Doctoral Student
Consortium, and 18 paper presentations.

Teacher capacity building in higher education
for SWU scholars

A group of 13 scholars from Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand
(SWU) visited EAUHK in early May to build the capacity of teachers in
higher education.

With support from EAUHK's Curriculum and Instruction Department
(C&l), the scholars attended a two-day professional development
series of workshops, including Dr Teresa Ng Tsui-san’s workshop on
the development of creative thinking skills and Dr Kevin Yung Wai-
ho's workshop on curriculum planning in higher education.

The SWU scholars also took part in a campus visit, where they
explored innovative ways to utilise VR technology to assist
classroom teaching and student learning in the library, and visited
the Hong Kong Museum of Education.
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Global Empowerment Project: English for all
in Indonesia

EdUHK students and staff members visited Surakarta in Indonesia, in
May, to learn about teaching methods and classroom dynamics.

Under the guidance of Dr Ju Seong Lee, Dr Tim Taylor and Dr April
Liu, the team created five original digital storytelling (DST) books.
They then taught English at three local secondary schools, and
observed classes and attended reflection sessions with local
teachers. The team donated the DST books, enabling over 2,000
students across the three schools to access the stories.

In collaboration with Universitas Sebelas Maret students, the EJUHK
team also embarked on an international community service project.
They promoted a local coffee shop internationally, through the DST
books, YouTube videos and translating the menu into English.

Elite Athlete Student wins gold at the 2024
World Rowing Cup Il

EdUHK elite athlete student Chiu Hin-chun has won the gold medal
in the Lightweight Men'’s Single Sculls at the 2024 World Rowing Cup
Il'in Lucerne, Switzerland. He is the first Hong Kong rower to win gold
in international competition.

Having obtained a Bachelor of Health Education (Honours) degree at
EAUHK, Hin-chun is currently pursuing a Master of Social Sciences in
Sports Coaching and Management, and was appointed Elite Athlete
Friendly University Ambassador in 2021.

In its pledge as an Elite Athlete Friendly University, EQUHK committed
to fostering dual career development. It was the first UGC-funded
institution to sign a collaborative agreement with the Hong Kong
Sports Institute, providing elite athletes with an opportunity

to receive university education through a flexible admissions
mechanism. Since 2010, EAUHK has admitted close to 130 elite
athletes to its different academic programmes.
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EdUHK holds National Security Education Day A ZREXZZHEH]EE
events RER2RERZ2HED ] AN ABETR M

EdUHK collaborated with local organisations to hold a series of BEBa N TR ERES -
activities related to Hong Kong's National Security Education Day in RA#HEEBEDERBLENEARZHAR  URIEA

April. SERMEMERZHEREZEER  FDBEAER
The activities were designed to enhance students' national identity BN LDV ES I E R R EN S )
and raise awareness of national security among school staff, B IBERZ2HE] —ESREERTE - LN #HX

students and residents. They included a flag-raising ceremony and TEARRREHRE ABBEAFTEZES ARE
a seminar on ‘National Security Education — Concepts and Practices’ SERERARHYEZEGURANBEERMEEES

held in collaboration with the Yau Tsim Mong District Office and RRARITT 2024 K HEEZRERLZE2HEB—ER
the Yau Tsim Mong District Principals Association. EQUHK also I

partnered with the Tai Po District Office, the
Tai Po District Fight Crime Committee, the
Tai Po District Youth Development and Civic
Education Committee, and the Tai Po School
Liaison Committee to hold the 2024 Tai Po
District National Security Education Day -
Inter-generational Activity Commendation
Ceremony’ on campus.

EdUHK wins Seven Awards at 2024 Geneva HANBAREZARERE
Invention Exhibition tRE&1E

EdUHK won four Silver Medals and three Bronze at the 49th HAR B+ fE RN FL B 3 RIS MR R
International Exhibition of Inventions Geneva, in healthcare, =R SREMRERARE BETHRERE
educational technology, and games & toys. MAEZ A -

Dr Anna Kam Chi-shan has invented the
'Automatic Screening System for Mild
Cognitive Impairment and Dementia

with Auditory Tasks', which won a Silver
Medal. Two of the other Silver Medal-
winning innovations are collaborations
between EdUHK and industrial partners,
'I-well Home' and 'Pelios: Revealing and
predicting emotion through wearable and
digital biomarkers for Special Education
Needs (SEN) children'. Research Assistant
Professor Dr Steve Mung Wai-yin's ‘Smart
Headset featuring Adaptive Noise Filters
for Individuals with Autism Spectrum
Disorder’ also won a Silver Medal.
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Honorary Fellowships
awarded to broadcaster
and entrepreneur

Two distinguished people received
Honorary Fellowships in a ceremony at
EdUHK's Tai Po campus in June.

Mr Chung Chi-kwong is well known in
Hong Kong for his broadcasting career
in the areas of sport, drama, variety

and culture. He has also devoted much
time to learning about and promoting
traditional Chinese values and culture to
young people

Madam Pauline Ngan Po-ling, BBS, JP is

a highly successful entrepreneur, who has also dedicated herself to
local and national public service and charitable work, particularly in
the field of education. She has led projects in Hong Kong, Fujian and
Bangladesh.

China Women'’s Volleyball Team exhibition
held at EAUHK

EdUHK joined hands with the Tianjin University of Sport (TJUS)
recently to hold the ‘National Glory — Exhibition on the Spirit of the
China Women's Volleyball Team’ on the University's Tai Po campus.
Artefacts, loaned by TJUS, included four of the Women'’s Volleyball
World Cups, and gold medals from three Olympic Games, match-
worn kit and shoes.

The Tianjin Women'’s
Volleyball Team also played
an exhibition match against
the Hong Kong women's
team, the EAUHK women'’s
team and the winners of the
Hong Kong Schools Jing Ying
girls’ volleyball tournament.
The exhibition match
received an overwhelming
response, with more than
400 EdUHK students, staff,
alumni and public members
participating.
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Global Connections B %

The world is a classroom
RHZEEMOHER

Chan Tin-lok

Year 4 student, Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Artificial Intelligence and
Educational Technology

Lille, France

This exchange allowed me to experience diverse learning experiences and also had
a profound impact on my worldview. Europe has a long history and rich cultures,
with world-renowned architecture and landmarks everywhere. During my journey,
I had the opportunity to visit famous buildings such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris and
the Colosseum in Rome, which demonstrate architectural talent, imagination and
creativity. Through speaking with people from different countries, | learned about
their local traditions and values: valuable knowledge that | would not be able to
gain from books alone. Thanks to this experience, | will continue to maintain my
curiosity for new things and the spirit to explore the world!

BRR %

g A T EAE AR BRI 5 55 B2 5 SR FE U 2 48 4
Bt EFETR G
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BIRRINAEER - B BIR BRI S R IR BT 50 PA R S R A IR A1 |

Lai Hong-ching
Year 5 student, Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Physical Education)

Manchester, United Kingdom

My exchange experience in Manchester broadened my international perspective, while also
helping to cultivate my independent thinking and life skills. There, | learned to face each
day with optimism and a positive attitude. | thoroughly enjoyed my time studying in the
UK, where my classmates were very focused and actively engaged in the classroom. The
most memorable experience for me was participating in a course that involved coaching
members of the community in sports activities. This course taught me how to provide
sports coaching to different groups in society, including children, adults, and people with
disabilities. These experiences have enriched and enhanced my teaching skills.

B
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Lui Hiu-kwan

Year 2 student, Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Integrated Environmental
Management

Seoul, South Korea

| was delighted to make friends from all over the world during the exchange,
and | still keep in touch with them through social media. By interacting with
exchange students, | felt a sense of friendliness, mutual support, and respect for
one another, making my experience in studying abroad highly enjoyable. This
journey also enhanced my ability to independently solve problems and manage
time. | am very grateful to EdUHK for providing this exchange opportunity and
comprehensive support. It enriched my life experience and strengthened my
confidence and patience.
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Huang Hengyi

Year 3 student, Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Chinese
Language)
Shanghai, China

This trip greatly enhanced my language and interpersonal
communication skills, and it also gave me the opportunity to
engage in profound conversations with people from different
backgrounds and cultures. By sharing our perspectives and
exchanging cultural values, | felt that cross-cultural communication
was not just about language communication, but also involved a
deeper level of spiritual exchange. It has helped me understand
how to be more inclusive and appreciate diverse cultures. This open
attitude will help me better adapt to new environments in the
future and build positive relationships with others.
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Celebration s &

Celebrating 30 years
HRE=TRFER

EdUHK is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, with the theme ‘Education Talent Virtue’.
Several events were held in the first half of the year, bringing together community partners,
alumni, faculty, staff and students to celebrate.

BARSFORAR=TEAFNEZERE WU [FALH YBEMA| AREIE -ESFL¥F CEH
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For the community
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JAN

—A The Walkathon Fundraising & Education Day was
attended by 1,000 people, including EdUHK staff,
students, alumni, primary and secondary school
teachers and students, enterprises and members
of the general public. Its aim was to support the
development of EAUHK, and education projects on
teacher morality training, STEAM education and SEN
education.
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For our students

24-25

FEB The Student Fair was held to cultivate an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit among students. The two-day

—A event was held at D2 Place ONE, Lai Chi Kok and was jointly organised by the Centre for Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Education under the Academy for Applied Policy Studies and Education Futures and the Library. It
featured over 70 stalls run by EQUHK students and alumni, as well as students and teachers from primary and
secondary schools. Items on offer included ceramics, handmade ornaments and jewellery, eco-friendly products,
and handicrafts designed exclusively by young artists with special educational needs.
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colleges of education and the Institute of Language in
Education, to form The Hong Kong Institute of Education -
now The Education University of Hong Kong.

EdUHK marked this anniversary with a special luncheon
and ceremony with over 1,000 members, including the
senior management, faculty members and frontline staff,
so they could enjoy this memorable day together.

BB T E
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For our alumni

More than 2,000 people, including faculty members and students, alumni and friends of EdUHK gathered at the Tai Po
campus for the EdUHK Alumni Homecoming 2024 and to celebrate the University's 30th Anniversary. The event included
thematic talks, guided tours, family activities and booths set up by alumni associations, EdUHK departments and affiliated
schools.
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For our staff

Twenty-fifth April, 1994 marks the date
of the amalgamation of the five former
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Scan to visit EAUHK's
30t Anniversary website
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Book Digest
.

EdUHK's academic staff contribute to

the advancement of knowledge through
research and scholarship. The University
also builds academic platforms with local
and overseas partners and institutions to
facilitate the exchange of new knowledge
in education and complementary
disciplines, as well as insights among
scholars from around the globe.
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ww.eduhk.hk/en/book-digest
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Rain Grain
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