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From passion to profession
BGH - Bk 8lF R 2
The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) introduces new undergraduate

programmes to give graduates a head start in a new career.
BEBEKRE (HKX) HHZEAFANRE  RBLEMMTNEXER -
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A variety of specialisations

In line with its Education-plus approach and to meet market needs,
EdUHK has announced that it will offer nine new BA, BSc and BSocSc
programmes in the coming academic year. The programmes aim to
nurture future talent for the emerging sectors and professions beyond
education, and will cover four-year undergraduate programmes
(including Senior-Year Places) under the disciplines of artificial
intelligence (Al) and educational technology, sports science and
coaching, and environmental management.

Among the programmes are also Senior-Year Entry Programmes, with
specialisation in early childhood and family studies, English studies
and digital communication, heritage education and arts management,
and social entrepreneurship and development studies. Internship
opportunities will be made available for students to gain first-hand,
practical experience to prepare for their future careers.

Also new is the BSc (Hons) in Al and Educational Technology programme,

which will prepare graduates to work in technical areas, possibly
becoming systems analysts or educational technology managers. It
will enable them to pursue postgraduate studies in Al, education or
information technology.

The latest science and technology behind effective coaching, leadership
and performance will be taught in the BSc (Hons) in Sports Science and
Coaching. Graduates will be qualified to work as personal trainers, sports
coaches, strength and conditioning coaches; or on the business side in
sports eventSJnanagement, sports media or business coaching.
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For those interested in a career in the environmental sector, the new BSc
(Hons) programme in Integrated Environmental Management introduces
students to different themes and issues and provides them with
opportunities to put concepts and theories into practice. The programme
will develop students' competence in environmental communications, and
strengthen their awareness in how different economic, social, regulatory
and ethical factors shape the outcomes of different environmental actions.

The University will apply its renowned expertise in early childhood
education to the BA (Hons) in Early Childhood and Family Studies
programme, offering a pathway to careers in social services, community
liaison, research in child development and family relations, as well as
further specialisation for those with teaching qualifications.

Offering these multidisciplinary programmes is the result of EdUHK's
growing academic capacity in the related disciplines. The University Grants
Committee’s (UGC) latest Research Assessment Exercise 2020 affirmed this
in rating EQUHK's submissions in education and emerging areas as “World
Leading” or “Internationally Excellent”.

Meeting societal needs

Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, Vice President (Academic) and Provost

says, “Since its retitling in 2016, EdUHK has made phenomenal progress

in learning, teaching, research and knowledge transfer. The new
multidisciplinary programmes approved by the UGC attest to our increasing
capacity in these emerging areas.” He adds that the University has placed
great emphasis on students’ innovation, creativity and technological
competency, in line with future societal needs.

The new programmes demonstrate EdUHK's progression into disciplines
which are complementary and additional to education. “The University's
employability record for education graduates is already strong. Advocating
the Education-plus approach, we aim to ride on this success by offering
undergraduate programmes in other practical fields, leading to careers in
the private and public sectors, in research and in practice,” Professor Lee
says.

Along with this, a new arrangement will be made for senior-year entrants,
who normally have a shorter study period, to take an elective offered

on the master’s degree programmes, so they can enrich their learning
experience and attain personal goals after graduation. The same
arrangement will apply to other undergraduate students. Likewise, students
pursuing the Higher Diploma in Early Childhood Education may take an
elective course on senior-year entry programmes.

The principle is to enable undergraduates to turn their passion into
a profession. Professor Lee sees the new programmes as a valuable
opportunity to help students achieve this.
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“We believe that by supporting students
to realise their aspirations, they will be
better positioned to make passionate and
meaningful contributions to society,”
Professor John Lee Chi-Kin
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EdUHK’s new undergraduate programmes
HRIRE

Four-year Undergraduate Programmes
(including Senior-year Entry Places)
HEHPTRE (BESERAS)

BSc (Hons) in Sports Science and Coaching

BSc (Hons) in Artificial Intelligence and
Educational Technology
ALE R EA BRI R EEE L

BSc (Hons) in Integrated Environmental
Management
FERRERREBREE S

Two-year Senior-year Entry Programmes
BERNBRTRE (MEH)

BA (Hons) in Early Childhood and
Family Studies
MR EREMBRE B L

BA (Hons) in English Studies and
Digital Communication
HEMR R B EAREELS

BA (Hons) in Heritage Education and
Arts Management
ML BEHRE RSN BTIRLBEL

BSc (Hons) in Executive Management
THEREERES+

BSocSc (Hons) in Social Entrepreneurship
and Development Studies
MRl EEERMTAET SR B2 L

BSocSc (Hons) in Sociology and
Community Studies
HEEHENTERREELSREEL

Programme details
ARIZRFIE
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https://www.apply.eduhk.hk/ug/index

Be they athletes competing in the Olympic Games,
office workers playing tennis at the weekend,

or children playing football in the park,

Dr Lobo Louie Hung-tak believes sport

can have a positive effect on everyone.
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EdUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung (centre) Dr Louie explains how schoolchildren’s physical and mental health can
at the Launch of Elite Athlete Friendly University Fund with (from left) benefit from exercise, at an event organised by the Boys’ and Girls'

Dr Trisha Leahy, Doo Hoi-kem, Lee Ho-ching and Mr Carlson Tong Clubs Association of Hong Kong
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Supporting elite athletes XERREHS
Sport tends to enter the public conscience when there is a major event, BEBAREERSE (FINRE) BT BEEDH

such as the recent Olympic Games in Tokyo, at which two EdUHK students S2E2HEBE MAPRABLERNERRREL
won bronze medals in the women's team table tennis competition. These FEENEEEEERE KARGE-E: (4L
achievements come from a combination of talent, determination, and — 95 AT TED - | LR BT X 5%
dedication to hours of hard work every day. A solid sports structure from 11 AR BIRERER - EET K M 4S SR - F
ayoung age is also needed, and Dr Lobo Louie Hung-tak, Associate Head DB EIER SR TERINES - HoAk

of the Department of Health and Physical Education at EQUHK, uses a RSB AR TIEREE TSR AR R
pyramid as an analogy for this structure. At the top are the few athletes IBEEEE - b3 e TR TEE - 2 EA A
who make it to national or international competition; in the middle is 52ESERL BN ESHE  FESL EES A
community sport; and at the base is physical education in schools. BRIERAMEEHE -

The University plays an important role in supporting those at the top KEESEAT AL ESE S H EEEEA
of the pyramid who wish to pursue their studies while continuing & EAEHEEATEERENER RS

their training. In 2014, EQUHK was the first UGC-funded institution to
sign an agreement with the Hong Kong Sports Institute regarding the
admission of elite athletes and coaches into EdUHK's undergraduate
programmes through a special scheme.
This was followed in January 2021 by a
memorandum of understanding with The
Sports Federation & Olympic Committee
of Hong Kong, China, which introduced a
special admissions scheme for athletes
who have retired or are planning to
retire. In August this year, the Elite
Athlete Friendly University Fund was also
established to provide scholarships for
EdUHK's Olympians.
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Establishing a healthy society

As well as these initiatives, Dr Louie also recognises the importance of
fully developing the rest of the pyramid. “If we do this, people throughout
the community will be healthier, and our elite sportswomen and men will
have the structure in place to become even more successful,” he says.

At its base, Dr Louie sees a need for all children to increase the amount
of exercise they do: an opinion backed up by a recent study which found
that more pupils in Hong Kong have become overweight in the past two
years. Medical experts put the obesity problems down to lifestyle changes
caused by the pandemic.

Parents are the driving force behind change. “Diet is 70% related to
obesity and being overweight. They should limit their children’s calorie
intake while using less salt and sugar, and increase children’s energy
expenditure,” Dr Louie says. Not only that, parents decide most of a
child’s daily activities. “They need to know the impact of weight on their
children’s future health. With appropriate safety measures, children can
play in playgrounds more after school. Parents can also send them to
more sport-related interest classes,” he adds.

Yet, parents may also unintentionally place too much pressure on their
children’s sporting success. “Some parents have the concept that sport
specialisation in the early childhood stage will ensure their children
perform well when they grow up. At present, big data from many countries
show that premature specialised training for children has no obvious
relationship with the chance of success in the future,” Dr Louie says. On
the contrary, early specialisation can cause chronic injuries and strains.

It can have a negative impact on children’s mental and physical health,
which is detrimental to physical and mental growth, and thus cause an
aversion to sport.”

Dr Louie enjoying his favourite sport, canoeing
EETHEEAER
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Finding the right path

Dr Louie suggests there is a way to avoid the extremes of over-dedication.
“Sport can be a way for everyone to lead healthier lives. There’s a

need for sufficient facilities to support training from the base of the
pyramid right up to the elite, and more attention should be paid to
sports education at school,” he says. Physical education teachers play a
critical role, and the relationship between them and students is of great
importance. “One life can influence another. Teaching sports skills and
knowledge comes second,” Dr Louie explains. He encourages EAUHK's
prospective teachers of physical education to go into the community
more and interact with people of different ages and backgrounds to
promote sport.

At home, parents can give kindergarten and elementary school children
ample opportunities to run, jump, and coordinate with diversified body
movements to avoid premature special training. Different types of
exercise can give them comprehensive control of their muscles. Activities
such as swimming, basketball, and table tennis can help strengthen
children’s cardiorespiratory endurance, enhance coordination and
balance, improve speed and response, and other sporting qualities.
Exercise should focus on games and play, and enhance children's
intrinsic motivation to be interested in sport, without worrying about
winning or losing. “Specialisation can come later. Above all, sport teaches
our children about responsibility, dedication and teamwork,

while encouraging a healthy lifestyle. Regular
exercise can improve their cognitive ability and
help them with their learning. That's what it's all
about!” says Dr Louie.

Dr Louie (second from left) is ‘back home’ after 40 years.
He graduated from Northcote College of Education

and Grantham College of Education

BEL (D) T FEERER - thEERBKAS
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Profile

1981 Teacher's Certificate, Northcote College of Education

1984 Advanced Teacher's Certificate, Grantham College of Education

1985 BS, MS, PhD Springfield College, USA

1990 Joined The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1993 Joined the then Hong Kong Baptist College

2021 Returned to alma mater, The Education University of Hong Kong and
became Associate Head, Department of Health and Physical Education
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The future of learning and teaching
ZEIH AR IR

Modern technology is greatly changing the way schoolchildren learn.
EdUHK'’s ‘Future Classrooms’ project is preparing prospective and in-service teachers to that end.
BANBEAKRSETEENEBLN - HK [ RRHZE | 0B BYRBHED R EKAR BT ERE -

Transforming the classroom BENRE
Over the past few decades, our classrooms have evolved, from the BEAYTF RETEENL HEAHRFANE T
mere use of ‘chalk and talk’ to overhead projectors and interactive Han BN AR R BB AR E - RE TR H

whiteboards. The focus has also shifted from a teacher-centred approach — ZEIFF/OE LR FIFE AARHXRURAE © &
to a student-centred one, with the wider use of technology. Advances in BER BEREEIATSRTENRERE "R
virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR) and artificial intelligence (Al) SI124E KA PINRR  SRES TR F
have opened up new possibilities to better engage and assess students SR #RH B BFY/ MR A ATIE MEEVIE R - b0
in classroom teaching. A forward-looking project undertaken by a cross- SREER RN 2 R 15 R AUE -

disciplinary team at EQUHK has been launched to explore the synergy

between pedagogies and technology.
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This Future Classrooms project comprises eight classrooms on the
EdUHK campus, designed for a wide range of educational purposes and
school levels. Each classroom is equipped with facilities matching its
theme. For example, the ‘Special Education Room’ features extra wide
video projection for students’ visual stimulation. Also, student teachers
use the classrooms’ VR capabilities to learn how to transform a class;
such as travelling virtually into a different time and place, making
history and geography lessons much more engaging and stimulating. VR
and AR teaching resources can also be applied to create art, or engage
in scientific activities such as astronomy. As well as the technological
aspect, the Future Classrooms project team has looked at innovative
ways to design classrooms. Most of them can be re-organised by writable
projection walls, so teachers are free to design activities as they deem
fit, using any corner as a learning space without constraints. Some walls
also slide in and out, to accommodate different class sizes, thus using
the space to its maximum efficiency.

In experiencing these technologies, methods and layouts first-hand at
the University, future teachers can learn how to design their own lesson
activities around them when in primary or secondary schools, during
their practicum and when they become qualified teachers. “Today's
teaching model should go beyond traditional classrooms and textbooks.
The Future Classrooms project represents a major breakthrough, with
innovative and technological elements added to cater to students’
diverse needs and offer a pedagogically sound learning environment,’
says Professor John Lee Chi-Kin, Vice President (Academic) and Provost.

Synergising old and new

However, it is important that schools do not just blindly pursue high-end
technology when planning for their own future classrooms. Also, as there
are often limited spaces in schools, their learning and teaching design
plan must be cost-effective, making the best use of new technology
together with the schools’ current hardware. “The design should start
from the users’ point of view. Existing technologies and tools can serve
children’s learning needs when put to good use,” says Professor Lee. He
suggests that schools set up one or two special rooms, so that teachers
across disciplines can make good use of the space, technologies and
equipment, while students have the chance to engage in new and
stimulating learning experiences.

Drawing on examples from around the world, Professor Lee and his team
acknowledge the importance of structure, space and resources when
designing a future classroom. The Future Classrooms project aims to co-
operate with local schools to come up with more innovative experiences,
thus bringing infinite imagination and possibilities into learning.

Learning and Teaching 2%
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RAE 4-Star research series & 5 M E T RAERTI

Promoting children’s

positive development
REZSIFEERE

Research by EAUHK scholars reveals how Hong Kong parents
have an important influence on how their young child develops.

BREEMRBREAIRIMIBE F LB REREATE -

Three areas of parental influence

How Chinese parents can promote positive development in their
children was one of the EJUHK research areas given a 4-star rating in
the University Grants Committee’s latest Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE) Education Panel. The rating came in the new impact category and
represents “outstanding impact in terms of their reach and significance”.
The research, by EQUHK's Dr lan Lam Chun-bun and Dr Eva Lau Yi-hung,
studies how parents in Hong Kong can have a positive influence on their
children. The lack of parental guidance based on local culture, compared
to the wealth of that emanating from Western studies, motivated Dr Lam
and Dr Lau to embark on identifying effective parenting strategies in the
Chinese context. Their work highlights three major areas: the importance

12 | Education-plus B E
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of involving both mothers and fathers of kindergarten-aged children; the
contribution of family activities to the development of children’s ‘hard
skills' = knowledge about letters and numbers; and the role of family
relationships in shaping children’s ‘soft skills’ - the people skills and
character traits which help them interact with others.

The research has revealed that Chinese fathers in Hong Kong tend to
dedicate more time to their children than fathers in other cultures, and
that the quality, rather than quantity, of their involvement affects the
children’s level of aggression at school. Paternal warmth is linked to
decreases in aggression in boys, and fathers have been shown to be
highly aware of the unique contribution of their involvement in child
development.

It is well documented that academic achievement is highly prioritised
in Chinese cultures, to the point that in Hong Kong parents even enrol
two-year-olds in phonetic and numeracy classes. However, Dr Lam

and Dr Lau’s research has also shown that mothers’ involvement in
interactive reading and stimulating games predicted increases in their
children’s liking for school, independent participation, and cooperative
participation in the transition to primary school. Furthermore, a cross-
sectional study with 369 Chinese families demonstrated that visual
motor skills can be learned through family activities, such as building
blocks and making crafts, and were uniquely linked to Chinese reading
and writing abilities in a child’s kindergarten years.

Knowing how to control impulses, regulate emotions, and make friends
prepares children for formal learning. Studies with Chinese families
indicated that parent-child and co-parenting relationships shape the
development of children’s soft skills. A study with 333 families, found
that hostility, such as venting anger at and arguing with the child,
predicted poorer child executive functioning. Added to that, in a cross-
sectional study with 258 families, Dr Lam and colleagues found that
mothers’ and fathers’ reinforcement of each other's authority was
linked to children’s ability to express, receive and manage emotions.
Thus, cooperation between both parents impacts on child development,
highlighting the need for training for parents as individuals and together.

Making an impact

The research has contributed to a paradigm shift in filling important
gaps in international literature. It provides evidence-based strategies

for parents which take into account local customs and ideas, raises
awareness of culturally sensitive parenting, shapes the practices of
non-academic professionals, and promotes children’s soft skills. With
the aid of broadcast media, knowledge exchange activities with major
influencers such as principals and government officials, and intervention
programmes, the research has reached over half a million parents,
promoting relationships with their children and leading to more positive
child development.
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Fellowships awarded to young scholars
EFEEERRES

Two young EdUHK scholars are among those who have
been awarded the prestigious Research Grants Council
(RGC) Postdoctoral Fellowship.
BAMESFRERMREYR (MER) BLERES -

“Before my doctoral studies, | worked as a Research Assistant in

EdUHK for more than two years. In handling different projects relating
to children, | gained valuable experience conducting studies in the
education field. More importantly, these experiences strengthened my
interest in research regarding children. | knew EdUHK would be the best
choice for me to pursue my PhD in development and education thanks
to its high ranking in the area.

My doctoral years were happy; the atmosphere of our lab was

always relaxed. With the encouragement of my supervisor | chose a
relatively new research topic: embodied learning in Chinese children.
Unlike traditional teaching methods, embodied learning focuses on
interactions between learners, learning materials, and environments.
With the findings of my dissertation, | prepared my proposal for the RGC
Postdoctoral Fellowship. The faculty’s administrative staff helped me
with the application process.

In my three-year fellowship, | will explore the roles of embodied
approaches in different aspects of children’s development and
education. With continuous support from the University, | believe that
the fellowship programme will further improve research capacities, and
I will be able to contribute to studies in the area of education”

(B EAAT ﬁmﬁﬂkfﬂ-‘?&ﬁﬂ%ﬁjﬁ%@ﬁﬁi'ﬁﬂ%fEE?EE*HE%E’\JT\
FIEER WMREEELR PeNMETHEBBEMR TIRYZERRERE
B E R - HAEHE BT E REMBFERS JREELESREESMN
Mk BAEH L RIRR M T -

BOEFLDEERRR BRENTETSAT DR - ERTESMBE T
BET-EsHONEER  TERENASGSE - BERHREATR A5EE
RERBBE  SBMAMERE ZHNAEER - E2RBENH T BRES
CHmXER MERBLRESSFIIEZTHE-

ERB=FNBLRIKET RERRAGREETAERETRBEREERHE
HENAE  RHREERBOFESET B REESFEEE— PRI HE
AWRRE S EHEEIA RS EELER -

Dr Amelia Xu Zhengye
SRR S L
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Dr Benjamin Mulvey
Benjamin Mulveyt&+

Campus Life B E%£5E
|

“I'am grateful to have been awarded the RGC Postdoctoral Fellowship
this year. The three years | spent in Hong Kong as a PhD student were
eventful to say the least. Nonetheless, | had such a wonderful time
throughout my PhD, and | believe the support | received from the
Department of International Education was vital in obtaining funding for
a post-doctoral fellowship. I'm excited to return to EAUHK for another
three years! In terms of my research interests, my PhD project was
focused on international students’ migration decisions and experiences
in Chinese institutions.

I am also interested in socially-classed inequalities in experiences of
higher education in both the UK and China, and in international higher
education as it relates to public diplomacy initiatives. Over the course
of the fellowship, | hope to conduct more research into international
student mobility to and from China, as well as contributing to a deeper
understanding of how socioeconomic disparities are perpetuated
through international education. | am excited to begin the fellowship,
and am convinced that | will emerge from it with improved research
abilities and a better grasp of my field.”

[HIFFRE ERSFMERNBLRESS AR AUEBLBME=F"
ARREEZK - BENLL - FEB T RMAEFEE - BABRHA RHHLL
B IEREREIRRBENERZNR -AUNERHAEBS—E=F Ht+75
HE | ROELARER  RRENREREETERBNEEREBRRE

BN B ERETFENZBNEER ARERREMPENSEHER
B ARBERESEHEBARINIEE  BEEE ERTRIAEHE HAEY
ERPENBERAERBIERERZH WRATRERHE MBS EE
MZR - BEEHMABENE HERED WAEEEBLRESESE AR
FHERHFARE N IR A B EBEORE RSB AL -
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Digital media artist
wins prestigious awards
YIRS XERER




Dr Hung Keung, Associate Professor of Department of Cultural and
Creative Arts, was recently named Artist of the Year in the Media Art
category at the 15th Hong Kong Arts Development Awards presentation
ceremony. “It was an honour to receive this prestigious award. With the
emergence of technologies and interactive applications, new media has
become more mainstream in art presentation. | am happy to see that
there is more creative talent getting involved in the field, which is vital to
the development of media art in Hong Kong,” he says.

Technology in art

Dr Hung is an internationally renowned digital media artist, researcher,
scholar and designer, who has been making experimental short films
and videos since 1995. He has always been interested in applying
innovative concepts to learning and teaching, as well as academic
research and development in new media arts and interactive technology.
Dr Hung's creative research projects have focused on exploring human
limitations and extending them through digital media technology. He
has published and exhibited a number of significant academic research
papers, posters, and creative and experimental research projects in
various significant international journals, exhibitions, biennials and
international conferences. More recently, he has been looking at the
bridges between the Chinese mentality and Western thinking, the
intricate relationships between the philosophy of Dao, the concept of
‘Yellow Box/, digital moving images and the viewers.

The Hong Kong Arts Development Awards is an annual flagship event on
the local arts scene. It is organised by the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council, to give formal recognition to distinguished experienced and
up-and-coming artists, as well as people, groups or organisations which
support or participate in the arts. Dr Hung has also received awards
from the Hong Kong Arts Development Council in recognition of his
outstanding creative achievements in new media art. He was presented
with the Award for Outstanding Young Artist (Film and Media Arts) in
2007, and the Award for Best Artist (Media Arts) in 2010. Additionally,

he won the Achievement Award at the 2010 Hong Kong Art Biennial
Exhibition, organised by the Hong Kong Museum of Art.

International recognition

The Artist of the Year award came just two months after Dr Hung won
a Gold Medal at the Geneva Inventions Exhibition for his innovation
called the ‘Portable Interactive & Meditation Mirror’. The mirror, which
combines technology, art and elements of meditation, is tailored to
primary schoolchildren, ethnic minorities and the elderly. It is
designed to help them learn calmness and self-repair, as well as
to understand positive and negative emotions.
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Opportunities through education
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Growing up in a rural family in Guangdong, the idea of studying abroad
was never on Dr Cora Xu Lingling’s mind, until a scholarship scheme
brought her to the then HKIEd (now EdUHK) in 2002. “It was eye-opening
and transformative,” says Dr Xu, who is currently an Assistant Professor at
Durham University in the United Kingdom.

Education reshapes destiny

“When | first arrived at EAUHK, | could hardly understand anything in class
and my pronunciation was so poor that nobody knew what I was talking
about!” she recalls. Thanks to the overseas immersion at York University in
Toronto, together with a series of language enhancement activities offered
by EAUHK, she completed the BEd with first-class honours and went on to
spend five years as an English teacher in Hong Kong secondary schools.

While being a school teacher was fulfilling, Dr Xu was concerned about the
dearth of educational options for students with difficult socio-economic
backgrounds. This observation, combined with her own background,
motivated Dr Xu to step out of the classroom and examine education
systems from a different perspective.

18 | Education-plus B A
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Looking into education mobility

Winning numerous prestigious scholarships, Dr Xu obtained a master’s
degree at King’s College London and a PhD in Sociology of Education from
the University of Cambridge, as a Chevening and Cambridge Trust scholar
respectively. Her research investigates how the mix of class, gender,
ethnicity, rural-urban divisions, time and geopolitics can determine
people’s education and lives. She is now teaching modules on international
and comparative education at bachelor’s and master’s levels, as well as
supervising master’s dissertations and doctoral theses at Durham, one of
the top 10 universities in the country.

“My PhD research found that, because of social inequalities and other
structural factors, it is more difficult for students like me to move upwards
in society through education nowadays. A lot has to be done to ensure
people with fewer resources can also benefit from education mobility,” she
explains. To foster collaboration in this field, Dr Xu founded the Network
for Research into Chinese Education Mobilities in 2017, when she was
teaching at Keele University. The cross-disciplinary platform has attracted
over 500 scholars from around the world, who disseminate cutting-edge
research of all aspects of this topic.
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Dr Xu before her PhD graduation ceremony at the
University of Cambridge
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Sharing experience

As a scholar whose life has been transformed
thanks to quality education, Dr Xu is particularly
enthusiastic in supporting aspiring individuals

to move upwards. She shares tips and
recommendations with EdUHK graduates who are
interested in applying for overseas scholarships.
She has recently created a video channel to share
useful advice on academic writing, publication
and job searches. “When | was navigating through
my postgraduate studies and trying to search for
an academic job, | felt very uncertain in many
aspects of this ‘black box’" she says. “My long-
term goal is to set up a charitable organisation
and scholarship fund to help more outstanding
talents from underprivileged backgrounds to
attain a foothold and achieve their dreams in the
academic world,” she adds.
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EdUHK Chairman Dr David Wong Yau-kar bestows an
honorary doctorate on Professor Harold Abelson
BARESERER G T ML AMBREREET 20

Ceremony held for Honorary Doctors
BREFB T AR

The University has bestowed honorary doctorates in education
on Professor Harold Abelson and Professor Michael Connelly,
in social sciences on Dr Joseph Lee, and in humanities on Dr
Tan Dun, who have made enormous contributions in their
respective fields.

EAdUHK Council Chairman Dr David Wong Yau-kar presided over
the ceremony, at which Dr Joseph Lee received the honour

in person, while the conferment on the other recipients was
conducted online due to travel restrictions.

RARAZ AR RERE  FANBRRAREEBHERELEM: AF
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Professor Harold Abelson Professor Michael Connelly Dr Joseph Lee
ZARHR 250 B8 - FRANAIZR TRIEELT

During the ceremony, EQUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung
Yan-leung paid tribute to the Honorary Doctorate recipients, lauding
their unparalleled achievements. He said, “Each of them embodies
exceptional talent and wisdom that have not only been instrumental
to their success but are also the characteristics we seek to instil in our
students. Their achievements are living proof that foresight, dedication
and perseverance count. They are committed to and passionate

about passing the torch to the younger generations, and deserve our
greatest respect.”

News # X% =
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Dr Tan Dun
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EAdUHK scholars among world’'s most-cited

BAREBEEZIREEES

Twenty-nine EAUHK academics were ranked among the top 2%

of the most-cited scientists in 2020*. Their research covers 12
different disciplines including education, environmental science,
mathematics, science and social sciences. This advocates EAUHK's
knowledge in its core field of education, as well as its capability
in many other areas, through its Education-plus approach.
Furthermore, 19 academics made the top 2% ranking in citations
throughout their career. The lists were prepared by a team of
experts at Stanford University and rank academics by the number
of times their research has been cited against other authors in the
subfield in which they work.

THNBRABELE T _TEERRE2%RIE
RAEBE RETA2EE 81F #E RER
2.8 PERHeRBE . EHRARKRTEZD
HERGPRALE IFRE [HERA BHEHE]
MES EZEFYERBEREREERE B/
ThESESEEBNE ERES T EES2RE
2% ZELBERLTMEASERERREE - BT
SIRHIR B E IR A SRR EEEFE N
KRE -

* Baas, Jeroen; Boyack, Kevin; loannidis, John P.A. (2021), “August 2021 data-update for ‘Updated science-wide author databases of standardized

citation indicators’”, Mendeley Data, V3, doi: 10.17632/btchxktzyw.3

MERREREIRER

Professor Bruce Macfarlane has joined EdUHK as Dean of the Faculty
of Education and Human Development and Chair Professor of
Educational Leadership.

After graduating in the UK, Professor Macfarlane began his teaching
career in Hong Kong, went on to complete a PhD in Higher Education
in London, before spending 17 years as Professor of Education. He has
been Professor at top universities around the world and has been
Head of School, Director of Centre and Visiting Professor at leading
research universities in Australia, Japan and the UK.

His scholarship explores the sociology and philosophy of higher
education and he is especially interested in academic ethics and
leadership in higher education. Using a mix of empirical enquiry and
philosophical argument, he has developed an integrated model of
academic integrity, identifying the moral virtues of academic practice.
He researches responsibilities in this field, analysing some of the
frequently used but rarely theorised vocabulary of higher education,
such as academic integrity, academic freedom, collegiality, authorship
and collaboration, academic citizenship and intellectual leadership.
He has published five single author books; the most recent of which
re-appraises the meaning of student academic freedom. His work has
been translated into Spanish, Chinese and Japanese.
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New Dean brings wealth of
international experience
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Chief Executive visits EQUHK

ITHRREBHK
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Chief Executive Mrs Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor visited the University
in July, meeting with the Council Officers and the senior management
to learn more about the University’'s research and knowledge
transfer achievements and its latest developments.

Accompanied by Council Chairman Dr David Wong Yau-kar and
President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, the Chief Executive
was given an introduction to the University’s start-up, research and
innovation projects as well as eco-friendly inventions.

At the meeting, Professor Cheung briefed Mrs Lam on EAUHK's
strategic plan, covering academic development, research and
knowledge transfer, and internationalisation, among other initiatives.

caching g gy,
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New series of popular animated history episodes

[BEE-BEE | RIEZELD

EdUHK has released a new series comprising 10 more historical
figures as part of the Animated Chinese History for Curious Minds
project. The first series was launched in 2018 with an overwhelming
response, having been viewed over seven million times to date, and
was shortlisted by the Education Bureau as a learning and teaching
resource and reference material.

Each video is around seven minutes long, and covers a historical figure
from different eras and social strata. The new series features:

e Zhuang Zi, Taoist philosopher from the Warring States period

e From the Han dynasty, Sima Qian, author of Records of the Grand
Historian, and inventor of paper Cai Lun

e Zhuge Liang, legalist from the Three Kingdoms period

e Zu Chongzhi, astronomer, mathematician, politician, inventor, and
writer from the Northern and Southern dynasties

e Tang emperor Li Shimin, ‘Tenger Khan of Heaven’

e From the Ming dynasty, explorer and politician, Zheng He, and
Xu Guangqi, agronomist, astronomer, mathematician, politician, and
writer who introduced European knowledge to China

® Qing court official Lin Zexu, famous for opposing the opium trade

¢ Bing Xin, one of the most prolific Chinese women writers of the 20th
century and advocate of ‘the philosophy of love’
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Computational thinking project

News i x %=
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STE
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Student
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Aug. 2021-23

receives International recognition

BE BT B RERRRA

The CoolThink@)C project has been awarded the

‘ISTE Seal of Alignment - Student Standard’ by the
International Society for Technology Education. This is the
first time in Hong Kong and Asia that a curriculum-based
programme in a mainstream school system has been
recognised by this important international standard.

The project was created and is funded by The Hong Kong
Jockey Club Charities Trust with EQUHK as one of the co-
creators and a long-term partner. It brings computational
thinking to primary school children in Hong Kong,
through a range of resources and teacher development
programmes. Its aim is to be rolled out into primary
schools, so that children are given an equal opportunity
to be successful by learning skills and making use of
innovation to become creators, not merely consumers, of
technology.

Receiving the ISTE Seal of Alignment represents
international recognition of CoolThink@JC's quality

and its contribution to the pedagogically robust use of
technology for teaching and learning. It scored full marks
in the ‘Computational Thinker and ‘Innovative Designer’
standards, which form part of the review process to
qualify for the Seal. The project also won silver and
bronze in the QS Reimagine Education awards.
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Paralympian biopic screening

raises awareness for students with SEN

REEDETEEY HEINHEE

The University held a screening of the film Zero to Hero in
September, with support from Lee Hysan Foundation (LHF), to raise
awareness of children with special educational needs (SEN). The
film tells the story of William So Wah-wai and his journey to winning
Paralympic gold. The screening was attended by EdUHK President,
Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung; Ms Cecilia Ho, LHF President;
Board Members of EAUHK Foundation; and around 500 guests
including EAUHK staff members, students and alumni, and students
with SEN, their teachers and parents.

BREMNFEESZRT RAUARMR (BB
Y BRERS  BEREE (FH) HEINRE
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ANEFSE -FARERCRBE MFEESAE
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EE) e

(From left) Professor Stephen Chueng Yan-leung at the screening with Mrs So Hon Siu-ching, Mr William So Wah-wai, Mr Au Yeung Ka-kue,
Ms Cecilia Ho, Mr Jimmy Wan Chi-man, Ms Sandra Ng Kwan-yue, Mrs Patricia Lau and Mr Fung Ho-yeung
(i) JRICRHIX &AL HERESE BERIWEE MREAKT FEXEE RENLL  BEFHELIRSEEAENEYSER
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“William became a legend through his own determination and
diligence, with love and patience from his mother, and guidance and
encouragement from his coach. | believe parents and teachers who
support SEN students will resonate with the joys and sorrows captured
in the movie,” Professor Cheung said. He also thanked teachers of

SEN students for their support, and hoped the public could pay more
attention to SEN students and their parents.

After the film, William and his mother, Mrs So Hon Siu-ching, took part
in a sharing session, with the film’s producer and lead actor Ms Sandra
Ng Kwan-yue, director Mr Jimmy Wan Chi-man, some of the other
actors, and William’'s coach in real life, Mr Au Yeung Ka-kue.

During the session, William encouraged people to set a goal. “Never
give up. Even if you eventually fail, you will always gain something
meaningful from the experience,” he said. Mrs So attributed William's
success to his persistence and fighting spirit, and humbly described
herself as “a mother who just does her job.” Ms Ng added, “Everyone
faces challenges and hardships in life. It's important for us to identify
our dreams, then work hard and catch up just like William.”
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Education graduates are highly sought-after

BEEXRERZEREL

EdUHK’s latest Graduate Employment Survey reveals that 97.9% of
graduates from its BEd programmes were either employed or had
chosen to further their studies within three months of graduation.
The average monthly starting salary for these graduates was

a record high of HKS$31,676, representing a rise of almost 30%
between 2016 and 2020.

Furthermore, 94.8% of graduates of the Postgraduate Diploma of
Education (PGDE) programme were either employed or had opted
to pursue further studies. The average starting monthly salary was
similar, at HK$31,419.

These figures are the result of a University survey, conducted
between October and December each year, to assess the
employment status of full-time EAUHK graduates. A total of 634
graduates, 480 from the full-time BEd programmes and 154 from the
PGDE programme, participated in the latest survey, representing a
93.6% response rate.
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Providing SEN support

wherever students may be
EHUXERSHEL

The Good Shepherd project helps schools support their students with special educational

needs (SEN) both in class and online.
HHRAGTEIMBERNBERSLIEEEREE (B%) =

Identifying needs

As school lessons went online or into hybrid mode in 2020, to minimise
the spread of COVID-19, educational psychologist Dr Kean Poon Kei-
yan, Associate Head of EQUHK’s Department of Special Education

and Counselling, became particularly concerned about how children
with SEN and from low-income families would cope with their school
learning. Their problem became more acute as they were not able

to receive the usual level of support and, in many cases, did not have
access to laptops or tablets to attend online sessions.

In looking for a solution, Dr Poon began working closely with EDGE
Development Centre, a social enterprise created by an educational
psychologist and a speech therapist through the EQUHK EASE fund.
Together, they set up the AP Good Shepherd project, funded by Advance

Children Medical and Education Foundation by Advance Pharmaceutical.
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It provides tutoring which schools can pay for through the Government’s
Learning Support Grant. “The project is specifically tailored to primary
school students from low-income families with attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder, reading difficulties, and autism spectrum
disorders,” explains Dr Poon. “We also provide a ‘train the trainer’ online
platform for future tutors, equipping them with the knowledge and skills
to cater for diverse learning needs,” she says. The project was launched
in September 2020, with 34 primary schools. “We initially wanted to start
on a small scale but the need was greater than anticipated,” she adds.

New additions

The project continues to run in the 2021-22 academic year. It currently
provides training to tutors who are university graduates, and builds on
an established online platform developed by EAUHK to train specialised
tutors. “Participants receive training on various topics which will equip
them with the knowledge and practical skills to provide effective
learning support,” says Dr Poon. This is followed by a test to become a
certified SEN tutor. “The newly qualified tutors will then provide services
to schools under the close supervision of educational psychologists,”
she adds.

The project differs from previous schemes in that it uses a newly
created service model embodying professional training, consultation,
and supervision. “We also have a new executive functioning skills
training package with a focus on self-regulation,” Dr Poon adds.
Executive function is a set of mental skills that enable people to plan,
focus attention, remember instructions, and complete multiple tasks
successfully. “We use these skills every day to learn, work, and manage
daily life,” says Dr Poon. This programme is specifically designed by
Dr Poon and her research team, with various topics including focusing
attention, goal-setting, organisation, inhibition, memory, and mental
flexibility.

Measuring success

To monitor the success of the project, a research project team from
EAdUHK will conduct an experimental study. Students with SEN will

be asked to complete the cognitive assessment individually before
and after receiving executive function training. Quantitative outcome
measures will be collected from multiple parents and teachers.
Qualitative feedback will also be collected from SEN tutors, along with
suggestions for future improvements after each training session is
completed.

Dr Poon hopes this training and tutoring initiative will outlast the
funding. “The long-term goal is to be self-sufficient, so that Good
Shepherd is sustainable after the project term ends,” she says. “If this
can happen, many more children with special needs will receive the
expert support they deserve,” she adds.
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Congratulations

to EAUHK'’s elite athletes for their performances
at the Olympic Games, National Games and
inter-university championships.
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Five EAUHK students and one graduate took part in the XXXII
Olympiad in Tokyo, in artistic gymnastics, sailing, table tennis and
track cycling events. Doo Hoi-kem and Lee Ho-ching won the bronze
medal in the women'’s team table tennis.

The 14th National Games saw twenty students and two graduates
participate in badminton, canoeing, cycling, karate and wushu. Ceci
Lee Sze-wing won the women'’s individual road cycling and Lau Chi-
ming took the bronze medal in the men’s karate kata.

EdUHK students also won inter-university tournaments in badminton,
karate, table tennis and taekwondo.
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EdUHK’s academic staff contribute to the
advancement of knowledge through research
and scholarship. The University also builds
academic platforms with local and overseas
partners and institutions to facilitate the
exchange of new knowledge in education and
complementary disciplines, as well as insights
among scholars from around the globe.
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Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Creative Arts and Culture & Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Visual Arts)
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A creative professional experience project for Visual Arts students supervised by Professor Laurence Wood,
in collaboration with THE Design, and Integrated Design Associates Ltd, at their headquarters in Sha Tin
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