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Dr Chan Shuk-leung (better known as Ms Pak Suet-sin) and
Professor Harold Abelson, who are featured on the front cover,
will receive honorary doctorates for valued contributions to

their respective fields
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The eyes are windows to

hidden thoughts
IRECGEHRE AR/ OE

have assessed the progress of addiction treatment by reviewing

questionnaires filled out by drug addicts, but the motive behind
the questions is so obvious that the participants might conceal their true
thoughts when they answer them. In a first for Hong Kong, the Integrated
Centre for Wellbeing (I-WELL) of The Education University of Hong Kong
(EAUHK) has adopted an eye-tracking technique for use in its assessment of
the effectiveness of drug rehabilitation. Whatever catches the participants’
attention, whether they look at a particular picture repeatedly or whether
their gaze fixes on something, is recorded and used to identify hidden
addiction, if any, more scientifically.

Q s the expression goes, eyes don't lie. Traditionally, researchers

Professor Leung Chi-hung, Co-Director of I-WELL and Professor (Practice)
of Department of Special Education and Counselling, has led his team to
conduct a series of integrated tests employing eye-tracking techniques.
The first application was a study to assess the ability of children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder to associate various kinds of emotions

with corresponding facial expressions. More recently, Cheer Lutheran
Centre appointed EdUHK to conduct a three-year study to evaluate the
effectiveness of a drug treatment programme for youngsters. EAUHK
researchers formulated a series of tests that included eye tracking to
complement conventional methods. Professor Leung believes the technique
reveals youngsters’ proclivity towards drugs, but it shows more respect for
their dignity, in contrast to substance abuse tests done with collected hair
or urine.
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Delayed judgement amid dilemmas

The objective of the research is not just to identify hidden addiction among
the participants, but also to detect any tendency of a relapse. The first
phase of the eye-tracking research involved 92 people, who had to regularly
complete quizzes. They were split into four groups: university students who
had never taken drugs, participants in Cheer Lutheran Centre's half-year
drug treatment programme, people who had just started quitting drugs,
and drug addicts.

A pre-installed eye-tracker in the Centre's computer collects the eye-
tracking data during the quiz. Two photos are shown side by side on the
computer screen at a time, one related to drugs and another not: for
example, a pile of pills versus a pile of marshmallows, or an injection
Versus acupuncture. Every picture is shown to the participant for half a
second to one second. After the quiz, the participant undergoes further
quizzes on colours and responses.

Professor Leung explained that humans are naturally attracted to objects
that bring pleasure and excitement. Research studies have shown that drug
addicts subconsciously look at drug-related pictures first and their gazes
last longer. Their eyes are also drawn repeatedly to those images. The eyes
of those who have started the process of quitting drugs look at the space in
between the two pictures, indicating an inner struggle. In many cases, the

Professor Leung Chi-hung and his research
assistants (right) Mr Jacky Chao Chac-kei and
(left) Mr Jackie Chan Ngai-man
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probability of resuming drug use peaks a month after the person begins
to quit. During this stage, the participants are stimulated by drug-related
pictures, so hidden drug addiction can be spotted through eye tracking.

The research also tests the responses of participants. Those who have just
started quitting drugs usually find it harder to associate drug-addiction
with negative phrases, since they still find drugs appealing. Similarly, their
speed of response is slower, as they face a dilemma. Hence, the response
rate helps reveal their tendency to return to drug use. To complete the
series of tests, the participants needs to fill in a traditional questionnaire.

Accuracy rate reaches 95%

The study, which has been operating for only a year and a half, is already
showing results. Professor Leung mentioned that a questionnaire is an
explicit way of doing research, so the participants can figure out the
objective of the questions and it is not unusual for them to conceal their
genuine thoughts when answering the questions. In contrast, eye-tracking,
is an implicit form of research, allowing the most spontaneous responses
of the participants to be captured.

He added that situational factors might also affect thinking ability. For
example, participants who get sick on the test day respond more slowly
across the board. The eye-tracking technique becomes a more reliable
tool in this instance, as eye-tracking data records less variation, giving an
accuracy rate as high as 95%. Since nearly 80 sets of pictures are shown
randomly, the accuracy rate is not affected even if the participants take the
tests repeatedly. Professor Leung believes that the eye-tracking technique
can also be applied to studies of other forms of addiction, such as
gambling, and promiscuous behaviour.
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Experience sharing

In 2015, Cheer Lutheran Centre

launched WeCycle, a guided tour for

drug rehabilitants who have completed
addiction treatment. The participants
receive further training to prevent a relapse
and to enhance their skills for the working
world. They also take part in volunteer
services that benefit the community. Suet-
ying, who was a drug addict for 10 years,
first encountered drugs when she was
only a Primary 6 student. She quit drugs
entirely in 2013 after undergoing treatment
and drug rehabilitation at an institution.
Later, she joined WeCycle as a guide. She
took the eye-tracking test on site and the
results showed that she no longer had any
interest in drugs, which she once could not
live without. Another participant, Dai Fai
(pseudonym), compared the eye-tracking
test to playing video games, as nothing
was predictable. Since he was mentally
unprepared, his responses throughout the
test were completely spontaneous.
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Professor Li Wai-keung
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Data scientist joins the foray to
steer FLASS forward
HBERERTERAATF

We are living in an era overflowing with data. Even a casual photo taken with

a smartphone contains a lot of data. To make sense of all the information, we
have data scientists, who take painstaking steps to investigate and analyse the
data to look for meanings and patterns. In July 2019, The Education University
of Hong Kong (EdUHK) welcomed an expert in this discipline - Professor Li Wai-
keung - as the Dean of the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (FLASS).

SR BAEESENRENFR -BEE TR NUEFERNBETRA KABE -FE
b RESREERERE CWHFELHE BEWEBRNEGSEH  MAZKERNRE M
HENBZINBE EEMARNE ERERITBENER - BAR-Z-NFLABR—{L
ZERNER U REERBER (FLASS) HiEHRFERHIER -
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Big data - an irreversible trend REBRAATEENER
Before joining EAUHK, Professor Li worked at The University of Hong Kong FHERMAZAKR BEBRNER RE=T/"F"
(HKU). The last position he held during his 36-year tenure at HKU was RZR G RIEE R R BRI MASIBRR 2 LR
Chair Professor of the Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science. T24AEL o FF  KBURK AKX FRIARRER « THE
He was also the Programme Director of the taught Master of Data BEERT B A EFHRNSIER 2R 2HhE
Science Programme. Big data has become a hot topic in recent years. ABZE—TRAA T EEFYI o

Conversations, photos and videos exchanged every day via social media
are part of big data. The field’s growing importance is reflected in the
keen competition for places in degree programmes. Professor Li's last
year at HKU saw the number of applicants for the master’'s programme in

FHEEL B NATFER ABERE— B
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data science reach 1,500. 7 = ’
N FAE AUMEBERSTEEEE B A—
Professor Li pointed out that as early as the 1980s and even the 1970s, (E a0 EE - —F9 [ AER o Aok IS

people had already begun imagining a world of artificial intelligence (Al). BRIA AR - 2= [FORaiE
The technology then was simply not mature or powerful enough to handle e WPTREGR( BT AR e Rl

a 'huge volume of data. Computing ability has since been enhanced, and a ST D S - | A BSOS S T A A
wide array of formulas and methods have been developed to handle and £y
= lAle

analyse the enormous amount of data. This technology alone has become

a special discipline and an important field of study. Professor Li, who has KRBIEAE MM A LS
a special interest in history even though he is a scientist by training, said:

“History shows that we keep evolving all the time. At some point, new REBFEATEREN fIELRREZTENS
things are born, leading to the extinction of the old.” Conditions are ripe Bk LF 0 BEE Googlefifi Z K Alpha GoBh B
for big data to emerge as a new discipline. T AIBRERAPIFEE KEQH 2 TPAE

BEHCKRBE-RGHEMERE - THRTES: [A
Future workplace - working with robots TR S mAE R o | T ETE - AR TV 5

Big data is frequently linked with Al, as big data provides the continuous VEWIE MRS L R A e SRR AR
A 2 % = sk, = )
learning materials for Al. In the past few years, Al has become a topic of F o PHBEXFT ARORERTALBEMMA

heated debate. Since Alpha Go, a computer programme developed by BB e FHIEBIEE |
Google, beat the world champion of the
Go board game, there have been worries
about computers replacing human
workers. Professor Li does not disagree
with this view. “Al is inevitable,” he said.
“Some predict that the most mundane
and boring tasks will be taken over by
robots in the future. Many of us will have
the opportunity to work with robots. The
job of domestic helpers might also be
performed by robots, which could be
controlled by smartphones away from
home,” he predicted with a smile.
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Al can also lighten the workload of professionals and medical doctors,
for instance. Professor Li took part in a project that assesses risks factors
for stroke. Through deep learning, computers are capable of analysing
various scanned images and comparing them with past records to give
initial diagnoses. Based on this, decisions are made on whether a doctor
referral is necessary. Presently, Professor Li is involved in another big
data project that relates to liver disease.

While EAUHK does not have a science faculty, Professor Li believes that
the elements of computer science and statistics included in big data

will contribute to many departments of FLASS. These studies involve

the systematic analysis of collected data and will help students master
research skills. The departments that would benefit most are the
Department of Science and Environmental Studies, the Department of
Mathematics and Information Technology, and the Department of Health
and Physical Education. Professor Li plans to work with his colleagues in
the Department of Mathematics and Information Technology to chart the
future direction of research.

Teachers are obligated to stimulate students’ learning
interest

Teachers should stay abreast of technological developments, especially
given the rapid rate of progress, said Professor Li. He believes that both
pre- and in-service teachers should possess basic knowledge of big

data. He remarked that teachers could introduce the basic concepts of
big data and Al through subjects of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) to stimulate the learning interest of primary and
secondary school students and inspire their innovative imagination. He
believes big data has social implications and will help enhance teaching
methods in the future.

Learning how to be leaders by studying history

Professor Li's office is filled with books. He has a special interest

in history and believes much can be learnt about leadership from
past military operations. He asked, “How did a famous general win?
Under what circumstances were battles lost?” He gave an example
of Operation Market Garden, a military operation planned by the
Allied forces during the Second World War. They intended to end
the European battlefield with this Operation, but the attempt failed
because of its flawed assessment of exit channels. The lack of thorough
planning led to a series of avoidable mistakes, resulting in serious
casualties. The lesson is not to be a mere theorist and never

to be over-confident. A general must understand the frontline
situation instead of formulating strategies only by reading maps.

08 | Education-plus Bz A

ATERETAIAREER AL (PIEnE L) Tk
FHYEBLE-EARFETERRAMOER &
BRESE BRAZZLTTRANFEHRTE LY
NEER (EROT 28 BRI BREEEL- R
RMFHRTE2E S —EEFRAR PRARE
FEFEVIEH °

PABAOREREN  BFHRIEH RBBEBEH
ERBMERGABTR BLERGNBEIN
HFLASSTRSRBERREN B MBRERRE
R BEREAMRBRANEFEEERER -EE
MEBBEEAMRBRNFAE - ER TR ER
J7MA)

HENERE REZELES

MEGES  HEVEANBRRWE - FHERR &
HELBRBBMEBE-EEE HABRBEELRE
fif o MhIE L AN AT ESTEMEE  MAREE R
ATEBRENEARR ZoP NEAER BRI

fIET EMEIFER - thRE ABIBEEMEE
& ABERRBES Ao

Strolling around Hong Kong with Professor Peter Robinson

of the London School of Economics and Fellow of the British
Academy in the 1990s
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A Chinese calligraphy scroll hangs in the middle of Professor Li's office.
It contains scholar Liang Qichao’s remarks on scholar and statesman
Zheng Guofan: “Zheng is such a great man. Not only is a comparable
contemporary not to be found; it is rare or impossible to find another
man like him in history. He's not only exceptional in China but also
around the world. Throughout his life, he was determined to distinguish
himself from the mainstream and chose the road less travelled. He was
undeterred by challenges and kept pursuing his ideals against all odds.
He was not tempted by easy success; instead, he would tirelessly strive
for lofty goals, step by step. Humble, diligent, courageous, persistent,

sincere, assertive, tough and excellent; these are

the traits that define him.” Professor Li explained:

“I love this passage. Liang Qichao simply stated
how great Zheng Guofan is and how hard it is to
find his equal. The greatness of Zheng lies in his
extraordinary diligence and toughness. He was
not tempted by easy results.” This is the motto
that motivates Professor Li in his pursuit of
excellence.

Graduation photo with Florence Fong,
who went on to receive a master’s degree
in biostatistics at UCLA
HEXAFRPER  WESINFEEEX
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RGC funding attests to EAUHK's

robust research capacity
HERBRREFHS

MRENESE

and the amount awarded in the discipline of Education in the
Research Grants Council's 2019/20 General Research Fund (GRF)
and Early Career Scheme (ECS) funding exercises.

The University emerged first in both the number of funded projects

Over a quarter (40 out of 148) of the University's submissions in the
2019/20 GRF and ECS were successful, receiving funding of HK$25.88
million, a 20.6 per cent year-on-year increase. In addition, the successful
submission in the Humanities and Social Sciences Prestigious Fellowship
Scheme brought HK$0.98 million, bringing the total to HK$26.86 million,
the highest amount received over the past years.

Traditional areas of strength

Subject to very rigorous international reviews, the GRF is considered to
be one of the most competitive funding exercises. The University was
once again ranked first in the subject discipline of Education, both in
terms of the number of awarded projects and the amount funded by
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the GRF. The 13 education projects received total funding of HK$9.13
million, equivalent to 4615 per cent of the total awarded amount in this
discipline. Of the 31 approved GRF projects, 71 per cent scored 4.5 or
above out of a 5-point scale.

Under the ECS exercise, the University also ranked first in the discipline
of Psychology and Linguistics. With four successful projects, representing
a success rate of 40 per cent, and a total funding amount of HK$3.92
million, EdUHK secured the most funding, equivalent to 69.91 per cent of
the total funding.

High success rates

Of the seven GRF submissions in Physical Sciences, four were successful,

bringing in HK$1.63 million and representing a 57.14 per cent success rate.

Close to half the GRF submissions in Social and Behavioural Sciences
were successful. The six projects out of 13 submitted were awarded
HKS$3.98 million. In the Humanities and Arts, both ECS submissions were
successful, with total funding of HK$1.09 million awarded.

Completed projects and publications

EdUHK academics produced 853 referred journal articles, books or book
chapters in 2018/2019. Of these, 49 per cent were related to various
education sectors, including early childhood, primary, secondary,
technical and special education.

Transforming Knowledge 41 &Et
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Learning and Teaching 2

Newly established centre designs
teaching plans for tertiary institutes

In Vietham
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Chinese Language and Education (CRCLE), which pools the strengths

of all relevant departments with the aim of promoting and fostering
language education and Chinese language studies. The centre aims to
provide a leading platform for academic exchange in the Greater China
region and focuses on three major research areas: Chinese linguistics,
Chinese for native speakers, and the acquisition and teaching of Chinese
as a second language.

‘ n July 2019, the University established the Centre for Research on

In October, a group researching Chinese as a second language visited
four tertiary institutes in Vietnam to better understand how Chinese is
taught there. Dr Liang Yuan, Assistant Director of CRCLE and Assistant
Professor of Department of Chinese Language Studies, said the purpose
of the visit was to study the feasibility of replicating the Hong Kong
experience under the Belt and Road framework. The team is exploring
collaborative opportunities for research, student recruitment and
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academic exchange. Dr Liang mentioned the lack of teaching materials
in Vietnam, where four universities share a single textbook. Therefore,
together with 13 teachers from these four universities—University

of Languages and International Studies under Vietnam National
University, Foreign Trade University, Hanoi University and Thang Long
University—the EAUHK research team is formulating teaching plans for
Chinese Language teachers. The plans will be submitted to experts for
assessment. After a trial run, the draft will be fine-tuned and printed as
a collection of high-quality Chinese Language teaching plans. This will
be augmented by workshops in May and June 2020 for the sharing of
experiences from other regions, including the Greater Bay Area.

Professor Zhu Qingzhi, Director of CRCLE and Chair Professor of Chinese
Language, explained “Hanyu re”, or “Chinese language fever”. The
increasing popularity of the Chinese language worldwide has led to

a greater number of professionals. In Japan and Korea, for instance,
the teaching of Chinese as a second language is quite a mature field.
Vietnam’s situation is quite special, and Hong Kong is in a unique
position to fill the gap in learning and teaching. “As an established
multilingual city, Hong Kong has a competitive edge in teaching and
research on Chinese language,” said Professor Zhu.

This October, CRCLE delegates also visited three tertiary institutes in
Beijing. Following successful academic exchanges, a faculty exchange
programme was drawn up between The Education
University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) and Peking University.
Professor Zhu believes that teaching and research
complement each other. As the quality of research
increases, so too does the teaching standard. He pointed
out that EdUHK was ranked third this year in academic
research in Chinese Language, surpassing The University
of Hong Kong. It is believed that with the establishment
of CRCLE, EAUHK will be able to push further its research
progress and raise its performance in the Research
Assessment Exercise. The Centre also aims to collaborate
with more pioneering institutions in different regions.

In the meantime, CRCLE has six Honorary Consultants
who are top scholars from world-renowned universities:
Peking University, Beijing Language and Culture
University, Zhejiang University, Princeton University in
the US, and Institut national des langues et civilisations
orientales (Inaclo) in France.

Learning and Teaching x4
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(From left) Dr Liang Yuan and Professor Zhu Qingzhi
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A classroom observation at the Foreign Trade University in Vietnam
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Campus Life RE£E

Promoting environmental education
on a uniquely ‘biodiverse’ campus

REEXBE

RAMEERRABE RHEMERNEE RS

northeast part of Hong Kong, the EQUHK campus

is rich in biodiversity. Members of the University
community recorded over 1,270 observations of 380 species
of trees, plants, insects, birds, fungi and reptiles in the
worldwide City Nature Challenge 2019.

N estled at the base of a scenic mountain range in the

Given the unique location of the Tai Po campus, it is
perhaps not surprising that so many species can be found.
If one takes into account the area within a five to 10
kilometre radius around university campuses in Hong Kong,
EdUHK is the university surrounded by the greatest number
of country and marine parks, and other sites with special
preservation value.
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The Eco-Garden provides field-based learning opportunities for students

Recognising the unique and resourceful learning and
teaching environment of the campus and surrounding
area, the University offers a range of specialist
programmes, such as those in the Department of

Science and Environmental Studies, and contributes to
environmental education through its role as UNESCO Chair
in Regional Education Development and Lifelong Learning.

On the research front, the University collaborates with
the education sector, industry, and non-governmental
agencies to conduct environment-related research, and
the State Key Laboratory of Marine Pollution engages in
pioneering research to solve imminent marine pollution
problems.
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Map indicating the locations where different species were spotted on campus
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Transforming the health system for
old adults through WHO project

HEMRRERREREM

ublic health is high on the policy agenda of governments and
P multilateral agencies such as the World Health Organization

(WHO), and along with population aging, it has become an issue
of the utmost gravity. For Dr Alex He Jingwei at the Department of Asian
and Policy Studies (APS), who was recently selected as a core member
of a consortium of the Asia-Pacific Observatory on Health Systems
and Policies (APQ), hosted by WHO, public health is an area that has
captivated him since childhood.

Ordinary hospital, extraordinary backdrop

Young Alex often went with his mother, a nurse-turned-hospital
administrator, to work. He vividly remembers seeing the change in
public healthcare, as the existing equitable health coverage made

way to adapt to market forces under China’'s economic reforms. His
observations in the hospital corridors were formative influences for
him. When he graduated with a bachelor's degree in Public Policy,

he decided to pursue further studies at the Lee Kuan Yew School of
Public Policy of the National University of Singapore because of its
international environment, student diversity and faculty members. This
early experience taught him the importance of comparative studies and
the value of different perspectives and a multidisciplinary team.
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Dr He is currently working with political scientists, health economists,
and public health experts from Hong Kong, India and mainland China in
the consortium to better integrate preventive, curative and rehabilitative
care, and provide holistic healthcare for the elderly. He pointed out

that this is the first time the APO has funded a research consortium

that is not formed by clinicians. “It is also recognition of EAUHK's
growing research strengths. It is the first time a member representing a
university that does not have a medical school has been selected. It's
groundbreaking.”

Research potential at EQUHK

Dr He said he saw the potential here
when he was looking for the best
place to start his academic career. He
explained that The Hong Kong Institute
of Education (HKIEd), as it was known
then, had a very promising cluster of
social policy scholars. Dr He said, “As

a student, | cited Professor Anthony
Cheung Bing-leung's work many times.
When | joined HKIEd, the predecessor
of EdUHK, Professor Cheung was the
president.” Over the past eight years,
Dr He has seen how APS has grown. He
mentioned that the Master of Public
Policy and Management programme
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Dr He (second row, left) chairing the inaugural public policy dialogue series hosted by

has been very popular not only among Professor Anthony Cheung Bing-leung (second row, middle)
local students, but also among students ML (B —) ERHHERAREER (B2 RE) TENES A AHRBEREFES

from mainland China, Ghana, Myanmar,

Singapore, Thailand and the US. “APS is small, but the department has
a collegial atmosphere and a dynamic environment. We get fantastic
research support,” said Dr He, who is currently undertaking research

on financing long-term care insurance, funded by the Hong Kong
government's Public Policy Research Funding Scheme. As Associate Head
of APS overseeing research, he believes research support is important,
but so is mentorship. For the second consecutive year, the team led by
Dr He won the National Universities Mock Mayor Competition. Organised
by the Chinese Academy of Management and the Central University

of Finance and Economics, it is considered one of the most reputable
academic competitions for Chinese students in the field of public policy
and administration.
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Former French prime minister discusses

the Napoléonic legend
ZEIRAEREERSES

7
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On 23 October 2019, Mr Dominique de Villepin, a former French prime minister and a historian
famous for his award-winning book on Napoléonic studies, delivered a lecture titled “In Memory
of Napoléon Bonaparte: A 250-year Legend”. The talk under EdJUHK's Distinguished Lecture Series
in French Culture and Education also served as one of the French Consulate’s activities to mark
the 250th anniversary of the birth of Napoléon.

In his opening remarks, Mr Alexandre Giorgini, Consul General of France in Hong Kong and Macao,
described Napoléon as a global icon with a universal legacy, a view Mr de Villepin elaborated on.
He said Napoléon rose to power in special circumstances and met three dimensions of a global
icon. First, he had power as a military conqueror and political leader, as well as an intellectual
who supported the development of
the arts and literature. Second, he
broke the rules of social hierarchy,
having risen from a penniless family
of minor nobility to become emperor.
Third, he embodied modernity and
showed that it is possible to break a
person’s constraint and that anything
is possible.
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Souvenirs presented to Mr de Villepin (centre),
Mr Giorgini and Mr Wells
EHEBRELE (P) BRRLEREBTLEER

“2m

Mr de Villepin highlighted Napoléon’s legal, institutional and cultural EBIRARIELHAER  EHRELEBDIREAZ
achievements, for which he is recognised as the founder of modern WEMTEE REREHNNZFELER 1
France, inventor of modern Europe, and creator of the civil code. One RZZ-NF+A-+=BF7HK EE L
of his educational legacies is the establishment of lycées (French S EH2508 | BENFBERE LK
secondary schools). A voracious reader, Napoléon believed in the power CEB (L EH B LEERE | ZTEE [
of education and that everyone should have the same opportunity. B LR A s ARt ESNE
A lively panel discussion ensued on this multifaceted figure, joined Bz—

by Mr Andrew Wells, former Chief Secretary and Acting Governor of St. SR BT R 40 E S B R S A B TR

Helena, the island where Napoléon spent the last years of his life, and SRR S RAEEEE AN - A AN ST B G o
EdUHK Vice President (Research and Development) Professor Lui Tai-lok. a4 g 5% 52 A i3t — S5 R0 3 - 45 2 S0 o R4 T
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Top geography students congregate at EQUHK
BFMBEELAZTEAK

Hong Kong's first-ever International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) was
held on the EAUHK campus in July 2019. More than 160 top geography
students and over 80 education practitioners from 43 places took
part in this year's event, with the theme “Discovering a vibrant city for
our smart future”. When they were not taking part in the competition,
which put their mapping, inquiry and graphicacy skills to the test,

the participants learned about their peers’ countries and cultures,
and deepened their knowledge of Hong Kong, including its history,
architecture, development path and geography.

EdUHK organised excursions to Ap Chau, also known as Robinson
Island, and Lai Chi Wo. Like EAUHK, these places are situated in the
northeast part of Hong Kong. The trips provided a well-rounded
perspective of the city, helping the participants develop a greater
appreciation of Hong Kong.

Surprise and wonder

For some of the participants, it was their first trip to Hong Kong. They
expected to see mainly high-rise buildings, which are usually portrayed
in photographs of the city, so the nature areas were a pleasant
surprise. The students expressed how interesting it was to see so

much of the natural environment being preserved despite the rapid
rate of development. The team from New Zealand said the natural
environment in Hong Kong still felt untouched, a lot like some places
in their country.

20 | Education-plus #B##E
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“The biggest thing | learned is that Hong Kong is more than

simply a crowded city... it has so much to offer.”
[REFBRAGE BESEBREBTMER—BAAERENHT  EEFHMES

Part of the beauty of Hong Kong's iconic skyline is the contrast between “E-NFER - EEREEETHOBIRMIE
the skyscrapers and the hills behind them. The participants pointed BMICR R - BREAREZRIT - BRESIN
out another interesting contrast - the areas at low altitude, such as [BLESENERINTT - BAISZERK] AFXE R
mangroves, and the steep hills behind them. But perhaps the thing SIRENE+=ERR EKtE - @A+ REAE -

that caught them most by surprise was the eight-legged wonders that BE—E AN IEEMIBEAE S - E5A
share our home. Radek Durna from Czechia (The Czech Republic), whois e « #FRIB S IEHIBRAL - BIF B
interested in teaching biology said her most memorable moment on the CEBRERIURETENE  —RAERNE
trip was coming across the biggest Northern Golden Orb Weaver Spider [FRIERE o BN - REETEME
(nephila pilipes) she had ever seen. BRI NRR XL - RERAR EBE
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Award-winning entries are music to the ear

A—/—iﬂﬁg)‘é Eﬂ?&. /T\H‘—"JIE

At the 71st International Trade Fair “Ideas - Inventions — New
Products” (iIENA) in Nuremberg, Germany, two Department of
Cultural and Creative Arts academics received bronze medals for
their inventions.

Associate Head and Assistant Professor Dr Koji Matsunobu
developed A Mouthpiece with a Supporting Windway for tubular
musical instruments, such as flutes and recorders. The innovative
mouthpiece is useful for beginners and young children who may
not have sufficient blowing strength or dexterity. It directs the air
stream towards the blow edge of the instrument’s top opening to
easily produce sounds. For more advanced players, the mouthpiece
can produce a pitch bending effect. By positioning the chin to cover
or partially cover the top opening, the musician can get a different
pitch for the same note.

The latest medal for The Grid and Grid Notation for Music
Education, developed by Dr Leung Chi-hin, follows the gold medal
and special prize he received at the International Invention and
Innovation Competition 2018 in Canada. By substituting solfége/
letter names for pitch, colour for dynamics, and tailor-made
symbols for articulation, Dr Leung’s invention lowers the barrier for
music score reading and provides unlimited possibilities for music
performance and composition under the tablet orchestra e-Orch
setting. The ideas that inspired him were discussed in the July 2019
edition of Education-plus
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SEN project receives
HKS18m donation
HHIEHE-—T\BE B

A three-year project by The Centre for Special Educational Needs and EEHEABEREEEEHUAEHED L E
Inclusive Education (CSENIE) to provide school leavers with special EEEEeREETHESEYAER—T)\BE
educational needs (SEN) with lifelong learning opportunities received T Y E—(AAEEHRAE =B A MR
a donation of HK$18 million from The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities s g emmEge  Ati=4F.

Trust.
EENRAEITHIER HEERBRA=TEZ2
The on-campus project is expected to benefit over 3,000 participants, ME B EREEZBHBRE RE B

Amz=

including SEN school leavers, parents, carers and students. The FERSL R EDEE A NS P B
Director of CSENIE, Professor Kenneth Sin Kuen-fung, said, “The S HIEET (LR S ER RS

project aims to meet the current service gaps in continuing education BERKSEBSE  WEEE O ERELIER

and lifelong learning for SEN youth.” He said he believes the course BHIIET - | AR - BN TE B B R R

(r)r:castggz;l;udti\geloped through the project will help enhance the skills WP A BB S A — SRR A o

WALS International Conference 2019
HAREN R ESE BRI E2019

At the WALS International Conference 2019
held in the Netherlands, Professor Ko Po-
yuk, Director of the Centre for Excellence of

Learning and Teaching, together with three of &, 4 - :
her colleagues, presented four papers. Three B . \f-",__

of the papers were presented in a symposium _ S|
titled “Learning Study in Hong Kong: A dual ; || LAiSIERGAM3-5 SER.
process of refining practice and theory for
crafting sustainable pedagogies for both
mainstream and special education schools”,
while the fourth was on facilitating sustainable
development of teaching professionalism
through Learning Study. The event, with the
theme “Crafting Sustainable Pedagogies for
Teaching and Learning”, was attended by over
700 scholars and academics from 46 places.

EHABERTOAESEIHR B=(URE-RHFEEREE SR ANBHEBERESBHR  RERBFRNKFH
WMHERREN T B GBR N €2019 WK T RHX ME AFEER —E-NFHRAREARBSERMHTENE
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Tribute to Honorary Doctors
EEZ R ¢

Revolutionising cultural heritage

Renowned Cantonese opera star Dr Chan Shuk-leung, better

known by her stage name Pak Suet-sin, has devoted her career to
developing the traditional performing art and ensuring its continued
transmission through new generations of talent.

At the age of 13, Dr Chan began her apprenticeship under versatile
Cantonese opera master Mr Sit Gok-sin. A year later, she earned the
role of female lead, but humbly declined, opting to play a supporting
role instead. Her first encounter with Ms Yam Kim-fai that same year
set the stage for the future Yam-Pak legend.

Together, they formed Sin Fung Ming opera troupe, which brought
together the top Cantonese opera practitioners of the era, including
master playwright Mr Tong Tik-sang. By incorporating elements from
Peking and Kunqu opera, placing renewed emphasis on performance
steps, and vastly improving set design and theatrical effects, they
successfully transformed Cantonese opera from entertainment for
the masses to a sophisticated aesthetic performance.

Driven by a desire to promote the traditional art form, the duo
established the Chor Fung Ming opera troupe. Dr Chan took a hands-
on approach to teaching and stage design, nurturing a new generation
of Cantonese opera stars.
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Pioneer of computer science education

Professor Harold Abelson has played an instrumental role in
popularising computational thinking (CT) around the world. A book
he co-authored in 1981 was cited as “the first step in a revolutionary
change in the entire teaching / learning process”.

The course he co-developed for Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), where he is Class of 1992 Professor of Computer
Science and Engineering, is widely considered the gold standard for
introducing computer science to undergraduates. Locally, he has
been a member of the expert group of the CoolThink@)C project since
2016. In the four years since its launch, this cutting-edge initiative

to integrate CT education into primary schools in Hong Kong has
benefitted over 18,000 primary students in 32 pilot schools.

Professor Abelson is committed to strengthening the global
intellectual commons. He played a significant role in MIT initiatives,
such as MIT OpenCourseWare and DSpace, which enable the public to
freely access educational content and intellectual resources. He was
also a founding director of Creative Commons, Public Knowledge, and
the Free Software Foundation.

An advocate of participation in a computer-rich society, Professor

Abelson led the App Inventor project, which enables people with no . o -
previous programming experience to create applications for mobile s Wi = ==
Loo/Thinlk =

phones that use Google's Android operating system. e

HBEREZEDERBLE

REHMBREHD RSN EEREHE T E EEEZAG b
R—NAN—FL2HERNEE FHEAR [(HEBRETEG TSN
F—H] o

ZHEMBEAMEETZ2R BB ZClass of 19928 - b BF%
REBRHRE EWEZRBARBARENBEREIZHNE LT
BT —RFR METESETELEREHBHEER

FEAMNEMEN
[ T[4 Internatianal Cantsrence on Camput atianal Thiekieg Education
BHEERENEETY

B AR EHERHMEHERND RENEIR - & 8RR E
i ABs & B ## Creative Commons&Public Knowledge * Ti&

MK E  ZAFTEEEBENEE B ERA/ NERE  HEE
BEZToAEERET BRE—BN\T&/NE4E-
ZEMBIEREMESIKANFHEZ DG ETERAEN KBS
FEOEEHF  FBEY TMIT OpenCourseWare&DSpace¥

RS ESENAISHE -

fhERIMBABREEMASHL2E - FEFEMIT App
InventorfXff - B — Lt REMBHEEEAMA FIFAGoogle
BANndroidiB1ER R B E FHIERARER -

EdUHK to honour distinguished individuals

The University will bestow honorary doctorates on Dr Chan

Shuk-leung and Professor Harold Abelson, and honorary
fellowships on Principal Ada Ho How-sim and Ms Shirley Loo who
have made enormous contributions in their respective fields.
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Support for displaced persons
HIEERE

Through the Wofoo Leaders’ Network,

a group of 14 Bachelor of Education
(BEd) and Bachelor of Arts (BA) students
travelled to Mae Sot, a border town

in Thailand which is home to many
refugees from Myanmar. The study and
service tour aimed to enhance students’
understanding of the plight of refugees
and spark discussion of the issue.

FB[NEERER]  TNEEEREEEst
BERABTEHRENES B RERE E

(From left) Jiang Bingxin BEd (Honours) (Secondary)

Information and Communication Technology and EZR -ERZETVABAHRNWKE AT o Ll Z
Chen Liming BA (Honours) in Language Studies and BEd = = 3m = g 0 2= b 7,
(Honours) (English Language), travel in Mae Sot, Thailand SRS E E 25T IRESLEH KRR SRR
(£) hEyELEEt (ARRBARE) RE8s RS 5| BRI R ERIRT &R ©
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Students participate in classes at a local orphanage
FEh S R B 2 R =
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At the Heavenly Home Orphanage, students draw,
make origami and play games with refugee children
HHeavenly Homefll ZftMTEH# R —HEEE - BAFITI2EL

The group put their creativity to good use by
constructing and decorating the Heavenly
Home Orphanage and Muditar Primary School
—REEHERIE - @Rk ¥ ffiHeavenly Homefll 5t
RBaEm/ B R E

Students of EdUHK and a local vocational school
discuss their learning experiences
HABERF B EBRMER N IR ETNEERR
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Life education outside the classroom

T2 MNEBHE

mathematics and general studies are normally taught in the

classroom, with structured curricula, textbooks and teaching materials.
But life education is more about values, attitudes and behavioural
changes, which are difficult to teach in the traditional classroom setting
alone.

‘ n primary and secondary schools, subjects like languages,

Recognising the importance of life education, the Centre for Religious
and Spirituality Education (CRSE) of The Education University of Hong
Kong (EAUHK) strives to promote life and values education, cultural and
moral education, and religious and spirituality education through a
variety of impactful projects.

Since 2010, CRSE has been commissioned by the Education Bureau to
devise and operate life education projects for primary and secondary
schools, including the Programme on Planning Life Education in Primary
Schools, which has been run for nine consecutive years, and another one
for secondary schools for six years. Almost 300 primary and secondary
schools, or one-third of schools across Hong Kong, have benefited

from the programme, and a professional learning community for life
education has been formed after a decade of efforts.

Life education is immersed in our daily lives. That is why CRSE has
striven to promote life education to the community, in addition to
supporting in-service teachers to design a wide range of school-based
life education programmes to suit the different requirements of schools
and students.

Life education plays an important
role in fostering the holistic
development of our children amid
the challenges of the 21st century
EH Tt LS EmBBERNMEE
BENRARREEEEZAE
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Snapshots of experiential activities organised under
“Planning Life Education in Primary Schools” Programme
[/ NERE L BB TE ] BEEEE

The students use a stethoscope to listen attentively to the quiet sounds of life in nature. By listening
to a variety of sounds, they learn to tell the difference between living and non-living things
B L2 AEREREAENEMHE I L EEY ST e RE

CNEC Ta Tung School
REFEETAEER

HKTA Shun Yeung Primary School Working as little farmers in the school, the students go to a nearby mangrove
EHEHMAS S ME/ N for an on-site visit to appreciate the beauty and variety of life
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For example, with the support of the CRSE team, life education at

a primary school in Tai Po was extended to environments outside

the classroom and school for experiential learning. Given its unique
location and proximity to Lam Tsuen River and Egretry Site, the school
launched a theme-based life education project on birds for students

to experience the beauty of life and nature. Parents were invited to
participate in story-telling and family-based learning camps to nurture
a group of young bird observers who can understand themselves and
the importance of life while developing their personal character and the
spirit of serving others.

Over the years, CRSE has also been working with different stakeholders
in society through many professional teacher training and school
curriculum development projects, such as “Teachers of Tomorrow —
Life Education and Virtues for Empowerment Leadership (TT-LEVEL+)
Programme” which aims at benefiting more students.

“Life education plays an important role in fostering the holistic
development of our children amid the challenges of the 21st century,”
said Professor John Lee Chi-kin, Vice President (Academic) and Provost
and Director of CRSE. “With support from, and collaboration with,

our frontline educators and school sponsoring bodies, | have every
confidence that our work in promoting positive thinking among local
children and youngsters will pay off.”

Yan Tak Catholic Primary School
CEXEHNE
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Apart from “talking” to plants, the students also try to appreciate the “courage and
steadfastness” of the tree planted at the school
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We Care HE@1E

Students are split into small groups to watch birds with a telescope to
help them feel the joy of life, which they can share in the group
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Sung Tak Wong Kin Sheung Memorial School
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Fung Kai Innovative School To find the small turtle that belongs to their group, the students have to observe and identify
BUZ A /e the distinguishing features of each turtle. Through this process, they learn that every form of

life is unique and valuable
AUBRIRzE SHERECARN/ NGE REEGNBERAE

Pat Heung Central primary School From the experience of taking care of kittens
JUEBFR N ER and even butterflies, whose life-span is as

short as a few months, students learn to
cherish life
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EdUHK’s academic staff contribute to the
advancement of knowledge through research
and scholarship. The University also builds
academic platforms with local and overseas
partners and institutions to facilitate the
exchange of new knowledge in education and
complementary disciplines, as well as insights
among scholars from around the globe.
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http://www.eduhk.hk/main/publications/book-digest
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Untitled Film Still (Cindy Sherman) 2015, ink on paper
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Dr Zoran Poposki
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts
Zoran Poposki =+
EXNEESR T
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