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State Key Laboratory
advances environmental

education
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in June last year, in alignment with EQUHK's ongoing

efforts to promote environmental studies as a
discipline complementary to education. As a consortium
member of the State Key Laboratory of Marine Pollution
(SKLMP), the University's role is to conduct pioneering
research pertaining to solving imminent marine pollution
problems that pose a significant threat to our environment
and public health.

The University's first State Key Laboratory was opened

Winning collaboration

Founding Director of the SKLMP, Professor Rudolf Wu Shiu-
sun, Research Chair Professor of Biological Sciences, said
the Laboratory has a laudable mission, which he is happy to
see continues to this day. He recalled the exciting moment
when he built a team of experts from six universities in
Hong Kong in response to the invitation of China’s Ministry
of Science and Technology for the establishment of State
Key Laboratories in the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region in 2007.

Professor Wu said that to his knowledge, it was the

first State Key Laboratory to conduct research involving
scholars from different disciplines (including biology,
chemistry, physics, statistics and engineering) and different
universities, working towards a common goal. “It's a

true collaborative effort; we share projects, resources,
facilities, graduate students and manpower across
different universities,” he said. As a consortium member,
EdUHK brings its competitive advantage in environmental
education and a strong relationship with the school sector
to the SKLMP. EQUHK team members are leading a project
to examine the prevalence and health effects of endocrine-
disrupting chemicals (EDCs), and how these chemicals may
affect our marine environment, our school children, and
future generations.
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(Right) Professor Wu and his team at the SKLMP
HEE (B) BEEREEF S ARREHERELRY

Long ago, Professor Wu already recognised that it was necessary to tap
into the vast amount of funding across the border, and he is currently
looking to build partnerships with universities and organisations

on the Mainland. “It's not only about doing research,” he said. “The
mandate of State Key Laboratories is to make an impact in China and
beyond, especially in tackling scientific issues of national importance.”
The excellent results attained in the review of 2019 are perhaps the

best testimony of the synergistic advantages of this inter-institutional
platform, which is making an impact through high-quality, world-leading
research in marine pollution.

Water: a precious resource

Professor Wu has served on many expert advisory groups of the
Hong Kong Government and international organisations, including
the United Nations, the International Maritime Organization and the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. He said water is our
greatest resource, especially in the coming decades. He explained
that the interconnected ocean system makes the Earth habitable

for mankind by playing a role in regulating global temperatures and
weather, hosting a vast array of organisms, and providing sustenance
for all living beings. Indeed, one of Professor Wu's main research
focuses is on marine life, one of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals, in particular, the molecular and ecological responses of
marine animals to environmental stresses, such as EDCs, xenobiotics
and hypoxia.

Rising global temperatures and worsening coastal pollution are
altering the marine environment, he pointed out. In particular,

low oxygen in water (known as hypoxia), caused by various human
activities, is affecting vast areas of the ocean, and is impairing the
reproduction and development of marine life worldwide. He said this
has resulted in the depletion of fish stocks to alarming levels, and
warned that in the long run, it could lead to the extinction of many
species.
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Research for the future

MEAEREK
Fundamental
research of
practical value

Bisphenol A (BPA), which

is commonly used in plastic
products, such as baby bottles,
may disturb hormonal systems in

humans, leading to cancers and reproductive
impairments. Polybrominated diphenyl ethers
(PBDESs), are used as flame retardants in a wide
array of products, including building materials,
electronics, furnishings and textiles. Professor
Wu explained that many harmful chemicals have
now become unavoidable in our daily lives. “The
aim of our basic research is to identify harmful
chemicals that can cause a public health risk for
the next few generations, even in cases where
the children have never been exposed to these
chemicals before,” he said. “Armed with this
knowledge, we will also assess the environmental
and public health risks of these chemicals by
monitoring their level in the environment, and
develop novel technologies for in-situ detection
of EDCs and their effective removal from waste
water.” As an expert on environmental matters,
Professor Wu explained that he understands
people’s concerns about pollutants, plastics,

and the like, but cautioned that often the

public’s fears are not based on credible scientific
evidence. He emphasised that scientific studies
and evidence, like the research conducted by

the SKLMP, are crucial for informing government
policies and decision making.
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Professor Wu's earlier research showed that hypoxia is an

endocrine disruptor, which impairs the reproduction of
fish, and which is also likely to occur in mammals, including
humans. In a recent research on male fish, “Hypoxia causes

transgenerational impairments in reproduction of fish” published
in Nature Communications, Professor Wu and his team found
that hypoxia can cause reproductive impairment, growth retardation,
abnormal development, and sex changes in subsequent generations. This
disturbing finding is consistent with the hypothesis of ‘transgenerational
stress inheritance’, that is, parental exposure to stress or environmental
changes can lead to modification of gene expression, or epigenetic
changes, in their offspring. His research has been reported by many public,
scientific and government media worldwide. To date, few studies have
explored transgenerational impairment in females. In “Hypoxia causes
transgenerational impairment of ovarian development and hatching success
in fish” published in Environmental Science and Technology this year,
Professor Wu and his collaborators at The University of Hong Kong, City
University of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of Hong Kong revealed
that the ovarian functions and hatching success of eggs of female marine
medaka fish exposed to hypoxia were reduced, but more importantly, the
study showed that the second generation of female offspring were also
similarly affected despite never having been exposed to hypoxia.

Taken together, these two milestone studies revealed that while the
mechanisms of reproductive impairment are sex-specific, the effect of
hypoxia can be passed down to subsequent generations in both males and
females by altering gene expression, despite there being no change in the
DNA sequence. Hence, hypoxia may pose a significant, long-lasting threat
to the sustainability of fish stocks, threaten food security, and perhaps
also pose a threat to human reproduction and development, once again,
highlighting the important work done by scientists in the SKLMP and their
collaborators around the world in marine ecosystem management and
environmental risk assessment.
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Promoting the beauty of
Chinese language and culture
BREPNXzx hBEPREXLE

Passionate about the Chinese language for decades, Professor Si Chung-mou,
Head of Chinese Language Studies at The Education University of Hong Kong
(EdUHK), has been dedicated to training Chinese teachers for primary and
secondary schools. In recent years, Professor Si’s vision has widened to reach
overseas, where he has initiated dialogues with scholars about experience

in international Chinese teaching. He sees Chinese as a second language as
an emerging trend, as foreigners are keen to understand the political and
socioeconomic situation in contemporary China, as well as ancient Chinese
philosophy, sages, and culture, through learning Chinese.

BAPEFESZRZREERMNFRBR BEPXE+F  —EHDEI P NERTHED - BRT
SHEARE  MFRBIRTRIREIN BBENEEE D TR BNEREEREER  BEPX
ERE-FES FREERZHSRTE BBES T IMBEATTHRERPENREN LS
BR-EEEENDE - PESULIRERR
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The ever-rising “Chinese mania”

There has been a continuing rise in the number of people learning
Chinese, in pace with the rapid economic development of China, which
has assumed a significant role on the world stage. Professor Si said he
noticed a mania for learning Chinese among foreigners in the past 20-
plus years. Back in the 1980s, a lot of foreigners travelled to Hong Kong
to study to equip themselves for the huge, fast-growing Chinese market
and associated business opportunities. To date, hundreds of universities
around the world have launched international Chinese learning
programmes, and there are over 500 Confucius Institutes and more than
1,000 Confucius Classrooms in primary and secondary schools.

This April, Professor Si formed a team with 12 of his colleagues from the
Department of Chinese Language Studies. They went on an exchange tour
to Princeton University and Columbia University in the United States (US),
where they conducted class visits, joined seminars to discuss Chinese
language teaching, and explored opportunities for collaboration.

Professor Si delivered a speech at a seminar on the ideology of the
International Baccalaureate (IB) and international Chinese teaching.

He pointed out the lack of IB scholars engaged in East Asian Studies in
the US, as most of the research topics revolve around undergraduates
learning Chinese and how overseas born Chinese students learn Chinese.
Traditionally, studies on teaching adults Chinese focus on the typical
methods of audio-lingual practice. But the IB ideology, which includes

10 Learning Profiles, focuses on exploration and the daily application of
theory during the learning process, which is a useful point of reference
for adults learning Chinese.

The exchange with overseas scholars
has fostered the internationalisation
of EdUHK and connected the University
with the teaching systems in advanced
countries like the US and the UK.
Professor Si laughed: “The Department
is engaged in a very traditional subject,
but the research it does is forward
looking and very international.”

Professor Si and a delegation from EdUHK visit
Princeton University and Columbia University
in the United States in April
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Training international Chinese teachers

EdUHK's Department of Chinese Language Studies emphasises the
training of local Chinese teachers. In recent years, it has put a lot of
effort into promoting international Chinese teaching. Professor Si said
that the Department’s “core business” is still the five-year local training
programme, but that the simultaneous development of international
Chinese teaching is necessary because of the smaller student population
resulting from Hong Kong's falling birth rate. There are more than 60
international schools in Hong Kong, he pointed out, and over 100 on the
Mainland with Chinese teachers who need professional training.

As the economy of China progresses, Chinese will be used as “a second
language” by more and more countries, and the need for Chinese learning
will be on the rise. Professor Si said the scenario of international Chinese
teaching has been changing: “In the
past, foreign students came to China to
learn Chinese. Now we as teachers go
out to many places around the world to
teach Chinese. We are reaching out!”

Apart from the undergraduate
programme, the Master of Arts in
Teaching Chinese as an International
Language (MATCIL) is one of EAUHK's
flagship programmes, which attracts

a lot of mainland Chinese students.

The programme is qualified for

the IB Certificate in Teaching and
Learning, enabling graduates to become
internationally recognised IB teachers.
This year, the Department of Chinese
Language Studies secured more internship opportunities for students.
In addition to internships in local international schools, they might

be offered six-week internships in schools in places such as Beijing,
Shanghai, Vietnam and Singapore, including the United World Colleges
(UWC) China campus.

Deterred by the difficult Chinese characters, most foreign students start
learning Chinese by listening and speaking, using Hanyu Pinyin, an official
romanisation system of standard Chinese. Professor Si points out that
most foreigners start learning Chinese for functional purposes to make
their work and travel to China easier. Learning Chinese also helps them
understand the politics and economy of contemporary China, the thinking
patterns of Chinese people, and Chinese culture. As they proceed to
higher levels, they can even explore in more depth Chinese literature, art,
calligraphy and Confucianism.
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Professor Si's career is dedicated to Chinese teaching. He (second row, middle) was pictured
with overseas Chinese learners in 2004
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Professor Si

(third row, first from left) stands

with Form 3 classmates of
Clementi Secondary School
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Chinese remains his favourite subject

The Chinese language has an amazing charm that

keeps drawing admirers to study it. Professor Si first
encountered the Chinese language when he was

a boy, as his father is a Filipino Chinese, who was

very fond of the Chinese language and considered
learning Chinese to be part of inheriting Chinese culture.
The name Si Chung-mou comes from a poem by the famous Chinese poet
Xin Qiji, called Song of the Southern Country, which contains the line “Cao
would have a son like Sun Zhongmou (Chung Mou).”

With the staunch support of his father, Si Chung-mou chose to study
at the government-run Clementi Secondary School, a Chinese medium
secondary school, at a time when English enjoyed a much more
prominent role in society.

Si Chung-mou initially chose the science stream in Form 4, but after one
semester switched to the arts stream to study the subject he loved most,
Chinese literature. He was particularly grateful to his Form 4 Chinese
teacher, whose beautiful recitations ignited his enormous passion for
Chinese literature. Professor Si recalls his well-versed and knowledgeable
teachers of Chinese and Chinese history, including Ms Fu Xueyu, who was
a former princess in the Qing Dynasty, and Mr Wen Zhongxing, who was
born into a family of scholars and whose father, Wen Su, was a jinshi
(holder of the highest degree of the Imperial Examination in Imperial
China). These teachers inspired him and deepened his interest in, and
love for, the Chinese language.

Later on, Professor Si was admitted to The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, where he initially chose to major in sociology, but changed to
Chinese in Year 2. During his university days, he resolved to build his
academic career on research and teacher training.

After graduation, Professor Si worked as a secondary school teacher for
five years. In 1984, he joined the Institute of Language in Education, the
predecessor of EQUHK, and started his vocation of training teachers of

Chinese language and literature. In 2015, he returned to EdUHK to head
the Department of Chinese Language Studies.
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Three tips to “revitalise” Chinese

Although Chinese is the mother tongue of most local students, many of them find
the subject extremely difficult. Professor Si believes that local students’ fear of
Chinese is caused by traditional, old-fashioned teaching methods.

He suggests three ways to ignite students’ learning interest:

® use comic animations
e employ e-learning tools
e promote recitals to bring out Chinese literature’s melodic beauty
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Skills fofs

green hospitality
BT 3 SR AR R TR

of global warming. In the report titled Hong Kong’s Climate Action

Plan 2030+, a 70 per cent reduction in carbon intensity by the year
2030 was set. Achieving this ambitious target will require a major change
in behaviour at both the corporate and individual levels.

G overnments around the world are taking steps to slow the pace

Tourism is one of Hong Kong's pillar industries, and the 280-plus hotels
play an important role in Hong Kong's success, both as an international
business and tourism hub, and as a regional leader in green hospitality.

Gauging readiness

To assess how ready the industry is for a future green economy, The
Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) conducted a research study
from 2016 to 2018, involving 21 hotels and two guesthouses. Dr Margarita
Pavlova, Associate Professor at the Department of International
Education and project leader, said the study also examined the level of
“green skills” among the workforce, which is often forgotten in policy
blueprints, and the partnerships that are needed for change.
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The research found that staff induction programmes rarely included
environmental training. Only one hotel offered a 30-minute
environmental literacy class. The lack of relevant training exacerbates
barriers to adopting green practices. However, some progress is
being made, especially in establishing management systems for
sustainability, many of them led by international hotel chains
implementing corporate policies. There are also creative solutions; Dr
Pavlova cited one hotel which has an aquaponics system for growing
herbs.

Joining hands to scale up sustainability

Through interviews, the research revealed areas in which the
Government could work with the industry, such as developing hotel-
specific green standards and guidelines, and a system for measuring
sustainability. Other agencies, such as the Hong Kong Tourism Board,
could create a “green travel advisor” and green awards, while the
Environment Protection Department could increase recycling, building
on the success of the Glass Container Recycling Programme for the
Hotel Sector.

Internally, hotels need to adopt more systemic approaches for

identifying and implementing a green pathway. This involves embracing

technology and new management systems, as well as training. Best
practices involve leadership and bottom-up engagement, supported
by instruments such as green self-assessment and quality training
materials for staff; and activities to promote a green culture. Dr
Pavlova suggested that training should be provided at all levels of
hotel operations. Interviewees also affirmed that the technical and
vocational education and training (TVET) sector and higher education
sector could be active partners.

While managers need to address day-to-day issues, such as waste
management and energy efficiency, they should also prepare for a
green future. Partnerships with external parties could provide much-
needed impetus, and if the Government aims to reach its targets, it
needs to be proactive in facilitating this transition.

Transforming Knowledge 41 &Et

Dr Margaritd Pavlova
Margarita Pavlovaf®d:
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Activities identified for the education sector to support:

* Providing training programmes and teaching materials for developing green skills

* Supporting applied research on sustainable operations and procurement

* Promoting innovation through spin-off companies that support the green economy
* Working creatively with the local community to recycle hotel consumables and to
cultivate environmental awareness

Piloting green hotel operations and developing a model green hotel

Developing publicity for a “green guest experience in Hong Kong”
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EdUHK-Cambridge
on theory of mind
H R B Bt [0 8 E

tests of theory of mind (ToM) has been well documented. The

awareness of mental states, such as the thoughts, wants, motives
and feelings of others, and the realisation that these may differ from our
own are vital for social interaction and can affect learning. Therefore,
the delay in acquiring this social-cognitive skill is worrying and raises
questions: What are the factors that affect the pace of reaching these
developmental milestones, and can children catch up?

The weak performance of Hong Kong children in age-appropriate

Previous studies established that there are differences in ToM
acquisition, but they did not identify why. Dr Wang Zhenlin, Assistant
Professor at the Department of Psychology at EdUHK, collaborated with
University of Cambridge faculty members Professor Claire Hughes and Dr
Rory T Devine, now a lecturer at the University of Birmingham, to explore
the mechanisms that contribute to ToM development. Their two-part
cross-cultural research, funded by the United Kingdom Economic and
Social Research Council and the Research Grants Council of Hong Kong,

12 | Education-plus B E
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addresses gaps in the literature: the first looks at middle childhood; and HZ T TREME LA S R M RS R i IR B A IR R
the recently published research is the first study to directly compare AP S

false belief understanding (i.e., the understanding that an individual's
beliefs may not be an accurate reflection of reality) of local preschool
children with that of children living in the West.

BABAXCEZR MAMEATERERIE BE
RASREEETERRNBEZN - TG - EEE
WELETEFES—ACABRNER: BEZR—

Some have attributed the marked contrasts between East and West to BT UANEA DBk FEABEE O RERE
cultural differences, namely individualist versus collectivist cultures. HER  EAEEENRRASHEAERBRRE S
But this cannot fully explain the perplexing delay among Hong Kong 18 B— A EREZZEHITIE BT ASRE
children relative to children in mainland China, especially as command /| EBEEHH ERRREEESRSHHIT
of more than one language and having siblings are assumed to play 85 - B PIE) DS R SR AE 1 A AT T o
a role in ToM development. Another factor is executive function (EF),

. . _ .
but the researchers found that despite having a higher EF score, Hong RENAE

Kong primary students had a significantly lower ToM score than their UK A BRI &R B A BT
counterparts. (CRRIE 30 % R B B A A2 AR
VR BB —RINERRIE HRABERT

Role of the family in child development BB A ST B GO

The researchers also explored the role of social environments. Previous V=1 0k VA IOl A IR A N b == Ay s Wl =1
cross-cultural studies have typically not considered the influence of MM - X F R a9 ELER - B O
family factors on children’s ToM development. Through a battery of 1T A AN EM SRR AEREHZ TN
tasks, the researchers examined the correlation between parental B RITAATENELRORERRE  MERKER]

mind-mindedness, namely the parents’ proclivity to view their children WERETHOIBREE S EISERFEESE-
as mental agents, and their child’s ToM. Parents’ description of their
child were coded into four categories: mental, behavioural, physical and
general. The findings showed that local parents offered far fewer mental
or behavioural descriptions of their children than did UK parents, who
were more likely to refer to mental attributes, especially desires and

BIFNA AR IFEENER  REEREEINE
MEER A RREFKELANER  MREE R
RENOESRE ARMMEDIERETREIL(F
HEERRARERH -HRBRTABREE LS
MERFER R IRXEREOERERENNER

emotions. BB - QBN T B KA R4
The team’s findings support the conclusion that cross-cultural NmERE CEE ZRNKRE S| B MMM EeEE
differences in children’s ability to reason about beliefs likely reflect BB LA IR E 2 B R DI LT - A8
differences in family life, related to parental mind-mindedness and are HERANREEHROSEEL N THEITENR - —

linked with parents’ ability to tune NFE+-ARE{THER
in and respond to the needs of their . HEED S HROSH
children. As the research revealed a RS (AR A o
persistent lag in local children’s social
understanding, it is important to aid
the development of ToM by spending
time playing with children; listening to
and talking to them about thoughts,
wants, motives and feelings; engaging
students in active learning; and
investing more in social emotional
learning. To help practitioners and
parents develop ToM in children, Dr
Wang will discuss mind-mindedness
at the Learning and Teaching Expo
2019 in December.

Dr Wang Zhenlin describes
a false belief test
FAMBE LR [$HR(E
208
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Watching old films to learn Cantonese

TREMNE BEERRE

(Left) Dr Andy Chin Chi-on and research assistant Mr Alistair Tweed who contributed to the development of
The Corpus and its unique features
BELELT () RRMNEFIBNIEGRLE A (Alistair) - BEBNDHREERERRE 25| B FErIhat

depict the typical life of Hong Kong people at the time; they also

vividly capture the language of the period. Since 2012, Dr Andy
Chin Chi-on, Associate Professor at the Department of Linguistics and
Modern Language Studies (LML), and Associate Director of the Centre
for Research on Linguistics and Language Studies (CRLSS), and his
research team have collected, processed and analysed the dialogue in 70
Cantonese films at various levels, including the vocabulary and grammar
of the Cantonese language spoken half a century ago. The Corpus of
Mid-20th Century Hong Kong Cantonese (The Corpus) has accumulated
close to 1 million characters in phases one and two. Recognised as an
important and useful resource for researching, teaching and learning
Cantonese, The Corpus recently won the Gold Medal and Special Award
at the Silicon Valley International Invention Festival 2019.

Cantonese films produced in the mid-20th century not only

The Corpus .
ERHE o
._l.} 2
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Teachers and learners of Cantonese can browse through the
dialogue and the relevant video segments in The Corpus.

In addition to the traditional search functions, The Corpus
suggests related words in the form of collocations. For
instance, a search for daap3 (meaning “to join together”)
also yields expressions such as daap3 ce (to ride a car),
daap3 syun4 (to get on a boat), daap3 feil gei1 (to board

a flight), and even colloquial terms, such as daap3 toi2

Learning and Teaching 2%

The School of Cantonese Studies at EdUHK provides a platform for
scholarly exchange

[BEMEHAEY ] RREERASMNBEERE(EAHSNI RS

(to share a table) and daap3 zeoi2 (to interject). These results,
retrieved from a large set of data, offer an efficient way to
learn words and expressions.

Dr Chin explained that human communication is more than grammar
and vocabulary, and that meanings cannot be conveyed by words alone.
The same sentence can express a number of meanings under different
circumstances, coupled with different facial expressions, gestures,
prosody and speed. The second phase of The Corpus, to be launched in
summer 2019, will thus contain video segments of the researched films,
enabling learners to fully appreciate the use of Cantonese vocabulary.
Dr Chin said that these non-verbal elements are equally important for
learners to understand how words are used. While some may consider
Cantonese films made in the 1950s very old-fashioned and obsolete

in contemporary Cantonese, a fair number of the expressions are still
in active use today, such as zou2 san4 (good morning), m4 goil ze3 ze3
(excuse me) and m4 hou?2 yi3 si3 (sorry or excuse me).

Big data supports learning

The quantitative data The Corpus provides, such as word and expression
frequency, is not found in traditional textbooks or dictionaries. Dr Chin
said that the big data behind The Corpus can inform learners and
instructors which words are most commonly used, allowing them to
objectively select appropriate items for their use. He demonstrated

that the top 70 high-frequency characters cover half the characters in
The Corpus. If learners can master 1,100 high-frequency characters, the
coverage becomes 90%.

LML and CRLSS have identified Cantonese studies as a key research area.
They jointly organised The School of Cantonese Studies at EQUHK from 27 to
31 May 2019. The School attracted about 60 participants from different parts
of the world, including Mainland China, Taiwan, France, the United Kingdom,
the United States, Singapore, Malaysia and Russia. Twelve guest speakers
delivered lectures on a variety of areas in Cantonese studies: the Cantonese
sound system, Cantonese grammar, Cantonese operas, Cantonese worlds,
sociolinguistic aspects of Cantonese, the history of Cantonese, online
resources for Cantonese studies, Cantonese literature and writing, the
historical development of Cantonese, and peripheral Yue dialects.
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Educational Needs

Professor Kenneth Sin Kuen-fung
TRESE SR

Evolving to meet special

educational needs
SR A HEGIE

n 1997, the Government rolled out a pilot scheme on inclusive
‘ education, which laid the basis for the prevailing policy, whereby
children with severe disabilities attend special schools, while other
students with special educational needs (SEN) attend ordinary schools.
Recognising that in-service teachers in ordinary schools would require
support, the then Hong Kong Institute of Education set up the Centre for
Special Educational Needs and Inclusive Education (CSENIE) in 2000.

Since its founding, the Centre has made a significant contribution

to advancing inclusive training, and in recent years, it has propelled
the use of technology to enhance the quality of education for SEN
students. In 2016, the President’s Award for Outstanding Performance
in Knowledge Transfer was awarded individually to Professor Kenneth
Sin Kuen-fung, the Centre Director and Professor at the Department of
Special Education and Counselling, and this year it was awarded to the
CSENIE team he leads.

16 | Education-plus B E
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Identifying and filling gaps

Over the years, knowledge of SEN has increased in Hong Kong as a result
of the rising prevalence, and advocacy by experts such as Professor

Sin. His research on equal learning opportunities under the integrated
education system has helped change how SEN services are delivered.
The latest example is the creation of a new post - SEN Co-ordinator

- which was informed by the research commissioned by the Equal
Opportunities Commission and conducted by Professor Sin. The new
post was piloted in 2015, and the 2018 Policy Address regularised the
school post in all funded schools.

“Through research, we are able to evaluate the current situation and
identify gaps. We can then refer to best practices, tap into expertise,
and explore creative solutions to chart the way forward,” said Professor
Sin. This approach has guided the Centre’s operations over the past
two decades. The Centre has indeed come a long way since the days
when its main focus was on providing inclusive education training for
in-service teachers. As the Centre established itself in the field, schools
began approaching the team for professional consultancy services and
mentor support. “Through our close collaboration with
schools, we created a learning circle that encourages
exchange and feedback,” he said. “The experience and
insights from the field inform teaching. Moreover, pre-
service teachers can volunteer and gain experience
first-hand.”

Professor Sin spoke about the Centre’s latest
e-learning projects, such as an intelligent robot and
Hong Kong's first e-learning platform for parents and
teachers to access and share tailor-made digitised
content for SEN students. He pointed out that
continuous enrichment programmes for teachers

are important, but so are tools to support learning
and teaching. He added that these knowledge transfer
activities allow the Centre to pilot schemes that fill a gap. Once proven
successful, these projects can pave the way for policy changes.

With growing expertise and experience, services have expanded from
primary and secondary schools to pre-schools. The Centre has also
reached out to Macau and the Greater Bay Area. Currently, the Centre
is planning lifelong learning opportunities for SEN school leavers by
offering courses at EAUHK, fostering an inclusive campus and enabling
the students to develop and show their talent.

Learning and Teaching 2%
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New faces for the teaching profession
HEENHE

Finding the perfect blend
EHMmLL

Jeshua Justin Mariano Embuscado from the Philippines
waseez Jeshua Justin Mariano Embuscado

Year 1 student
Bachelor of Education (Honours)
(Business, Accounting and Financial Studies)

(% RIHRAMH S AS BB LRE
— R

have always wanted to be a teacher, and | love business studies. So |

was overjoyed when | got my first choice, as this programme uniquely

combines the two. | anticipated that university life would mean
stepping out of my comfort zone, but the supportive environment at
EAdUHK made it surprisingly easy to settle in.

My classmates, who are from different ethnic backgrounds and study
different electives, bring different perspectives to discussions and case
studies. | am also grateful for the perspectives my lecturers provide.

I can speak openly with them about career and life planning, and

their rich experience and sound advice have helped me rethink a few
decisions.

| originally thought that a five-year degree programme was too long, but
with the bonds | have formed and the enjoyable experiences so far, it
now seems too short. This year, | was singularly focused on my academic
results to express my gratitude for the entrance scholarship. Next year,

| plan to explore the many out-of-classroom learning experiences on
offer. | can't wait!
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Joyful reflections on campus life
R 4 O] S8

Asmah Bibi from pakistan

kamaan T

Year 3 student

Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Science)
RIBHYERELLRE
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dreamed of becoming a teacher, so EAUHK is helping me fulfil my

childhood dream. With all the greenery and the sweeping view of
the mountains, it always feels like home here. Sometimes, | can even see
the beautiful sunrise from my dormitory window.

For me, teaching is one of the best professions. | have always

There are so many activities on offer here, which provide wonderful
out-of-classroom learning experiences and opportunities to meet

new friends. On a recent trip to Cambodia through the Leadership
Enhancement and Development (LEAD) Programme, | was the only non-
Chinese speaking student, and it was such a great experience. | was
warmly welcomed and accepted; we were like family.

This year, | also had the chance to join the EQUHK Lunar New Year Fair
with my friends. | really enjoyed running a booth to share Pakistani
culture and promote henna art. This is my second last year at EQUHK. |
look forward to meeting more friends from different backgrounds, and |
am excited about my upcoming internship.
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Steering education in an

International direction
LR BEMBERE

he commitment of Professor Mark
- TN\ason, Professor and Head of the
- Department of International Education
(IE), to international education and the
internationalisation of the University may seem
to be at odds with the fact that he grew up in
a country at a time when segregation was not
only rife, but institutionalised. But it is perhaps
this very background that is the unexpected
source of his enthusiasm to bring together
students from around the world and enhance
understanding of different education systems.
This dedication has driven him forward and
given him the energy to travel around the
world, following his passion for international
education and education development.

International education,
a growing global trend

One of the founding academics of the
recently renamed IE, Professor Mason has
witnessed and played a part in the growth of
the Department. He explained that the new
name reflects a new strategic direction, which
builds on the strong foundation laid by the
Department’s founding academics, whose
areas of expertise included international and
comparative education, and foundational
studies in education (principally, the
philosophy of education). Since then, the
Department has grown organically, and with
its rising reputation, attracted scholars from
around the world. “We are perhaps the most
globally diverse department on campus,” said
Professor Mason. “We have colleagues from
Russia, England, Australia, Korea, Belgium,
mainland China, South Africa, the Philippines,
Scotland, Canada, and of course, Hong Kong.”

Professor Mark Mason
Mark Mason#(#%

Professor and Head
Department of International Education

BHERRATERIE
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The team at IE has
continued to grow to
deliver new programmes
and enhanced curricula
to meet teacher needs

and trends in the global
education landscape. Many
of the new staff members
bring with them expertise in the International Baccalaureate (IB) and
Cambridge Assessment (also known as A-levels) systems, and their
experience of teaching in China, Africa, and even in Inuit communities.
They have contributed greatly to IE's new programme offerings, such

as the graduate programme in Life and Values Education, developed in
response to the increasing importance that Hong Kong is placing on this
domain; programmes that prepare teachers to teach in international
schools; and programmes that enable early- and mid-career teachers to
enhance their capacity as teachers and leaders in international schools.

Professor Mason pointed
out that the number of
international schools is
increasing sharply, in
Asia and globally, and
alongside this is the
growing influence of

the IB and Cambridge
systems. He said, “These
schools need teachers
who are capable of
teaching these curricula
and possess the
competencies associated
with international
schools, such as global-
mindedness, more
cosmopolitan and less
nationalist approaches
to citizenship, and a
commitment to planetary stewardship and sustainable development.”
IE is the University's leading provider of study tours abroad through the
Global Learning Enhancement Fund, enabling EQUHK students to develop
an internationally comparative perspective in their studies here. “Our
colleagues have led or will lead study tours to St Petersburg, Taiwan,
Cape Town, Israel, Nepal, Germany, Cambodia and Eastern Europe,”

he said. “We like to think we've helped to encourage the University to
include in the new undergraduate curriculum this overseas experiential
learning as a formal, if still optional, part of the curriculum.”

Professor Mason and a group of students visit
Robben Island, where Nelson Mandela spent

most of his 27 years in prison. Cape Town's Table
Mountain is in the background
Mason#HEM—ITE2ARHEARS - SN
ZHEERAZT  ABABFLEEEER - BRBH
ERNRIL
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While working at UNESCO in Geneva,

Professor Mason enjoyed cycling in the Alps
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Professor Mason takes students to see a statue of Nelson Mandela at the gate of the prison from which he walked free in 1990

MasonH IR H2EEL2 B BN —NNTFERRASENER WA bAREE

Since he was appointed Head of IE in 2016, his aim has been to steer
the team to become a leading provider, in Asia and globally, of teacher
education in the domains of international education and education
studies. Indeed, the new name reflects a new strategic direction for the
Department, understood in terms of international education, namely
comparative education and international schools; and education
studies, including life and values education in the global context. To
achieve the Department’s goals, colleagues are working closely with
sister departments in the Faculty - Education Policy and Leadership, and
Curriculum Studies — and with overseas universities, and international
schools in Hong Kong and abroad.

Progressive views and education development

On his three-decade academic career, Professor Mason said he came

to comparative education from two different, but strongly connected,
backgrounds: philosophy and social theory; and education development,
of which a principal concern is children who are excluded from school
because they are poor, female, from an ethnic minority, disabled, or live
in a remote area. Growing up in South Africa and working as a young
mathematics and English teacher in a Cape Town high school in the
1980s, he aligned himself with the anti-apartheid struggle to seek social
justice in education. Hoping to do more to bring changes to education
and society through scholarly work alongside his activism efforts, he
applied for a Fulbright Scholarship to study political philosophy at
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Teachers College, Columbia University, in the US. His involvement in
activism meant that he had to live between safe houses, and arrived
at the interview with a rucksack over his shoulder. As it turned out,
the panel was a progressive group seeking to build capacity for post-
apartheid South Africa. Nine of the 10 fully-funded scholarships each
year were awarded to young black South Africans. Professor Mason
received the 10th one that year.

Later, he returned to South Africa as a lecturer at the University of Cape
Town. “In 1998, The University of Hong Kong advertised a position in the
philosophy of education, which seemed tailor-made for me,” he said.
“Ten years later, the then Hong Kong Institute of Education advertised

a professorship in exactly my areas of interest.” Hong Kong has since
been his home, and his three children were all born and educated
here. In 2013, his whole family moved to Switzerland with him when he
took a couple of years’ unpaid leave to gain some work experience with
UNESCO'’s International Bureau of Education.

In Switzerland, his responsibilities with UNESCO included running the
International Bureau of Education’s publications programme, on the
development of curriculum and learning in countries in the developing
world that do not necessarily have the capacity in these domains,
something often taken for granted in Hong Kong. Meanwhile, his wife
taught at the International School of Geneva, where his children went
to school. “I am immensely proud of our daughter who, just as we were
leaving Geneva, received an award from the school as the student

who best exemplified the IB Learner Profile,” said Professor Mason.

He said the IB Profile aims to develop learners who are inquirers,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded,
caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective. “These attributes of

course guide us in the Department’s programme development in the
international schools domain,” he added.

With everyone in his family so steeped in education in international
schools, along with his own research interests and background in
international education, Professor Mason is committed to working
closely with his colleagues so that IE emerges as a leading department
in international
education globally:
“I owe it to the
University, in
return for the
confidence
placed in me,
to lead the
Department

in this new
direction.”
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The Masons enjoy travelling across the globe,

from Alaska in the northwest to countries in the
southeast such as Vietnam
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Music making made easy
AN BRI i 4 44

r Leung Chi-hin, Assistant Professor at the

Department of Cultural and Creative Arts, a

young scholar, with leadership posts in several
organisations that shape and enhance the local music
education landscape, found his calling by chance
and relatively late. Nonetheless, he has gained wide
recognition for his contributions, the most recent
being the Individual Award in the Early Career Faculty
Member Category of the President’s Award for
Outstanding Performance in Teaching.

Recalling when he first became genuinely interested
in music, Dr Leung said: “The summer after my senior
secondary examinations, | gave violin another try
and found myself in a class with children.” It was a
memorable experience, not only because he towered
over his classmates. “Hearing the notes played by
different people come together touched a chord
inside me,” he said.

If the summer course was the activity that inspired
him to study music, then the programme at EQUHK
ignited his interest in music composition. “It never
crossed my mind that | could compose,” he said. He
counts himself lucky to have met one passionate
musician after another, and to have been a Year

1 student when the syllabus was being amended

to encourage music creation. In addition to the

final assignment, the lecturers provided many
opportunities for students to compose. “I burned the
midnight oil to prepare a piece of music, even though
it was non-credit bearing,” he said. “Professional
musicians were invited to the campus to bring our
pieces to life. It was magical, and the instant feedback
was so valuable.”

Dr Leung Chi-hin holds workshops for people of all ages
REEHET RPN T(EY R PA A
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Active involvement in music

After a decade-long pursuit of further studies, Dr Leung returned to B o BRGNS hy AT 2 B2 A 12 AR/ e
EdUHK to promote music through education pedagogy. His latest book, Bk E . [BABHIHUAIEES RSN E
STEAM Education in Music: Research, Teaching Design and Resources, Y E T o MR E M R A B E A
provides in- and pre-service music teachers with ideas on ways to BEER I AL & o FRLEBS AT =510 - BRI 48
integrate authentic music experiences in classes. As President of the FEEELE )

Hong Kong Association for Music Educators, Vice-Chairperson of the

Hong Kong Composers’ Guild, and Commissioner of the Music in School SEIR e

and Teacher Education Commission of the International Society for Music
Education, he collaborates with educators and organisations to promote
the beauty of music to everyone, regardless of background and skill level.

BRE RETEERESLTF HRODIIFRK
HEHEHESYE - LA HREE (STEAME 4
HE MR BERARER)  REBRRKSLE

Inspired by Christopher Small’s concept of musicking, Dr Leung strives WIS T - Y S B AR o D
to remove the barriers to making music. He points out that music covers BAEBTARERHeeE ES/EHREeD
all musical activities, from listening, which is generally passive, to e E Y RERS AN E e RN SRS EE

performing and composing. At thg University, DrvLPjung offers an elective e EE EHNEYE TEERRET RS
for undergraduates to create their own electronic instruments and TSRS o

compositions. He has also creatively combined his two main interests -

technology and music - to develop the Innovative Grid Score for e-Orch ~ RETRZ L EHT (Christopher Small) [£4&)] £
(Electronic Orchestra), which won the Gold Medal and Special Prize at BoPE HTHEESENRE MR R B4
the Romanian Inventors Forum, International Invention and Innovation JEREMARBNEE 2iF RIE - REREE-E

Competition 2018, in Canada. “It can be challenging for students to read Kt BAREREEER BIRATIARIRES

]

3

sheet music,” he said. “I hope that by transforming the traditional five- VETFRBMES  RETFRHRAE SEREH
line staff notation to a more accessible grid notation, more people can FREMEFEZHE FRE Ae-LEMRAEIFTT
experience the joy of music making and performing without years of REER W AFESMEABBRERRAFLES
score-reading training.” In addition to introducing this to schools and 2 UREFETEARRESRIE KRR [H

hosting free workshops for the public in locations such as Tai Kwun, Dr BAME BESLIEHE - RAEEEMNAEL:
Leung is turning the Grid Notation into an app with enhanced featuresto 4B ZABEESEER MK b L5 4|
facilitate teaching and learning in a tablet orchestra setting. VEMRE S ST MG - | RTEER R ARE
. A A FRanREE S R R B TIELy - HEE IR 4E5L N - th
imnovative orid Notation [MIRpR[M] 55 psynmemm am it R B
s - P PIREM Y BT S EES (2

E :| EFESERSEH

July 2019 | 25



People A#

arly advocate of STEM
BEHASTEMEHE

r Yan Siu-kang finds that being a secondary school physical BRI R E M2 M HK g
I\/\ education (PE) teacher is his cup of tea, even more than ENEEEARKR/NNEEEBEBTERE
coaching the Hong Kong Football Team. A graduate of the FEEELA—FRE - REMEESS EREHE -

Department of Health and Physical Education, Mr Yan is overflowing with A AIRI R B TE  HE4A TR ASD .

ideas on how to engage his students. Teaching aids, such as innovative st . e L
technology and computer games, are nothing new to him. FERABR SRR RAETSTEMAA A 'EQL%EWE$
EUEBERASIAHBES AINSE EREER

Well before STEM education was widely encouraged, Mr Yan had already HIOBEE | OBR FRENEE RS ERS
introduced such ideas in his classes. For instance, students wear fitness B eNBERNEERE L SRR
watches in class so that their heart rate, calories burnt and running B o

distance can be shown on TV screens in real time. This brings more fun

to the learning process.

Alumnus Mr Yan Siu-kang (centre) with his students (from left) Yeung Ka-yan, Siu Ka-hei,
Wong Chun-man and Wong Shi-choun at HHCKLA Buddhist Ching Kok Secondary School
RERBNESE (h) BEFEEEHHBEBTREE (LR) BRR Fen BENXKELRE




One of his techniques is to group students in teams and give them
tablet computers, on which they record and evaluate each other’s
performance. Analysing classmates’ performance is much more exciting
and relevant than reviewing star players in professional football
matches,” he said. “Students get more involved in lessons when there is
an element of competition.”

Health is the most precious asset

Approaching 40, Mr Yan has spent three quarters of his life on football
pitches, so it's little wonder that his innovative PE teaching methods are
inspired by football matches. He believes students are motivated if their
skills are subject to technical analysis, just like professional players.

He also employs all possible means to get his students moving about
physically, for one simple reason: “It's not my goal to train elite athletes.
My simple wish is for everybody to be healthy and strong, so | make sure
my students work up a sweat!”

He also believes exercise helps students build healthy and happy
lifestyles. He adds that good health is essential for achieving goals,
regardless of an individual's direction in life. Ranking the value of
knowledge, skills and attitude, Mr Yan said he considers attitude to

be the most important of the three in life. He hopes his students

will remember that sport is a great way to release pressure. In
addition, he teaches what he has learnt on the pitch: team spirit, good
communication, and the courage to overcome adversity.

A match is a demonstration of life education

“A match, or even a training session, is a demonstration of life
education,” said Mr Yan. This is because football matches are full of
uncertainties that cannot be handled with just one skill. Even the
greatest football players, like Mr Lionel Messi and Mr Cristiano Ronaldo
have to figure a way out when confronted by several rivals. Furthermore,
one should never become complacent, or performance will suffer, he
said.

Among the photographs on Mr Yan's desk is one of his university
football team and one of his late coach. When he feels down, he looks
at the pictures and recalls the difficult matches he played when he was
young. He said: “I have been through all those tough times, and now
with my wife, son and daughter motivating me and cheering me on, what
can beat me?” he said.

People A ¥
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Mr Yan, recipient of the Chief Executive's Award for
Teaching Excellence 2017/18 in the Physical Education
Key Learning Area
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EdUHK unveils its 25th anniversary logo
HREMU (8- # ] AEH TR RAFREE

Silver jubilee celebrations

RERE

In celebration of the University's silver jubilee, a
ceremony was held on 27 May, the anniversary of EAUHK,
to launch a commemorative publication and open a time
capsule that had been placed on the campus almost a
quarter of a century earlier.

Joining University members, supporters and alumni at
the event were special guests Professor Rosie Young Tse-
tse, Professor Joseph Wong Wing-ping, former Council
members Mr Daniel Chan Wing-kwong, Dr Angela Cheung
Wong Wan-yiu and Sister Margaret Wong Kam-lin.

During the ceremony, Founding Council Chairman Dr Simon
Ip Sik-on presented a letter he wrote in 1996 to the current
Council Chairman Professor Frederick Ma Si-hang. The letter
and the other historical items in the time capsule bear
testimony to the transformation of the University.

On the same occasion, the University launched the 25th
Anniversary Commemorative Publication “BAIEE" to pay
tribute to teachers everywhere. The stories of 25 individuals
bring out the importance of teachers and the irreplaceable
role they play.
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Dedicated website FREAF UL : https://25a.eduhk.hk
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Tribute to
distinguished
Individuals

@] 4% A = B

On 29 March, EAUHK paid tribute to four distinguished
individuals in the Honorary Fellowship Presentation Ceremony.
The honorary fellows are (from left) Mr Chu Tsz-wing,

Ms Amy Chan Lim-chee, Ms Sarah Lee Wai-sze and

Mr Fok Woo-ping

HARR= AT ABRITRBb T AR IS - MR G A TS
AR+ 2 5R1% () KR FAaLE ekt FEFLTR
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Renewal of EQUHK's UNESCO Chair
Bt S BRI A B E

BABESRE |

After a rigorous selection process, Professor John Lee Chi-kin was
appointed UNESCO Chair in Regional Education Development and
Lifelong Learning. The four-year appointment, first awarded to EAUHK
in 2011, has since been renewed twice.

Professor Lee, who concurrently serves as Vice President (Academic),
Chair Professor of Curriculum and Instruction, Director of the Centre
for Religious and Spirituality Education, and Co-Director of the Centre
for Education in Environmental Sustainability at EQUHK, said: “This
reappointment affirms EAUHK’s impactful research and scholarly
contributions.” He commended former President Professor Anthony
Cheung Bing-leung for his foresight in promoting the UNESCO Chair
and thanked his predecessors, Professor Bob Adamson and Honorary
Professor Rupert Maclean.

He added that EAUHK will continue to play a role in helping

to achieve UNESCO's Sustainable Development Goals, and will
contribute to the development of 21st century skills and positive
values, capacity building across the education sector, technical and
vocational education and training (TVET), life and values education,
environmental education, and intercultural education.

Vice President (Research and Development) Professor Lui Tai-lok
said, “With this re-appointment, | have every confidence that the new
UNESCO Chair will develop a broader network with other UNESCO
Chairs and institutions to maximise synergy for the benefit of Hong
Kong society and beyond in the long run.”
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(From left)

Professor Bob Adamson;
Vice President (Research
and Development)
Professor Lui Tai-lok;
Vice President
(Academic) Professor
John Lee Chi-kin; and
Honorary Professor
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First batch of
Emeritus Professors
honoured

EREE RS E k]

On 13 December 2018, the prestigious title of Emeritus ZZE-)\FT+AT=R MEBEHRLBEERRK
Professor (Education) was bestowed upon (left) Professor RER 2T o P95 Bl B2 A Bk Bl 4E 8 8 X FE R
Cheng Yin-cheong, Advisor (Academic Development) of the (BRRE) RBIS RS RS T ASEE A
Department of Education Policy and Leadership, and Senior LS R BB I () AR 2 e
Research Fellow at The Joseph Lau Luen Hung Charitable Trust  #emeazgarg (2413 E) K& 5B AR H L
Asia Pacific Centre for Leadership and Change; and (right) ST B HRERE (5) -

Professor Kerry Kennedy, Advisor (Academic Development)
of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, and Senior
Research Fellow at the Centre for Governance and Citizenship.

EdUHK wins five awards in Geneva
oK T8 B B R BB 2 BA R 58

In April, a delegation from EdUHK brought home
four Silver awards and one Bronze from the 47th
International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva
held in Switzerland.

Following the success of last year's education
technology (EdTech) projects which won
three silver awards, this year’s submissions

demonstrated th f real-world applicati olver award

emonstrate € range ot reat-wor .app |c§ ons Education Linguistics 2.0 - The Use of Corpora in Language Teaching
of research conducted at EdUHK. The innovations Fuzzy Talent Assessment System Based on Educational Big Data
covered pedagogical innovation, Al for education, Fish Feeds from Food Wastes for Sustainable Fish Farming
green aquaculture and healthcare technologies, Using Heart Rate Variability (HRV) for Real-Time Emotion Assessment

Bronze award:

redrawing the boundaries of education and quality Domestic Screening for Age-related Hearing Loss

of life. R
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Gratitude to donors
BRI AL

To express its sincere gratitude to donors, supporters and friends
of the University for their unwavering support, The Education
University of Hong Kong Foundation held a reception on 3 May. On
the same occasion, scholarships were presented to students with
outstanding academic achievement or outstanding performance in
other areas.

EERAABESNE A= AETIE  SHIBEAL THERSREH
ROBHEH - B ETRASERRBL TRLREES Y RELLE
B e R BE -

The Education University D pinginnon

B of Hong Kong TUHK
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Dual PhD degree agreement signed with
Hiroshima University
HAXEEAEREFBLENVBEEWR

To extend the joint research training arrangements, which were ATEESAMRBERNESEHERIEN &5
initiated in 2016, to countries in the Asia-Pacific Region, an agreement HEAEBRAREEAEREZSITTEMEHEL
on academic and educational collaboration between EdUHK and VERSE o AR IS Pt %&xg@%%ﬁ__}%#%@ta
Hiroshima University (HU) was signed by the Presidents of both 0 (EeEEART RIS o SR IRAR G - BB A W
universities. The collaborative agreement facilitates the setting ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ@%&aTﬁi%&ﬁﬁ%?&%ﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁi%
up of a dual doctoral degree programme with HU. Upon successful Ry o

completion of the programme, students will be awarded a Doctor of

Education (EdD) degree by EAUHK and a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) AT BRARBEREMNARHARYLTE
degree by HU. 1.§T§i${iﬁ%$ %T%#’v 'ﬁ'T@ii /t'_’lThEﬁi

BERETHEB L HAEEBEEHEASE
BRI T A EEBLEMRE

This new agreement expands EQUHK's current arrangements with P
University of Lorraine in France, targeting PhD students, and with
Leuphana University of Luneburg in Germany which provides similar
learning opportunities for EdD students.

Strengthening
academic exchange

(] o oo (] (]
with Tianjin University
of Spo rt

o o In April, EdUHK signed a Memorandum

9{/$ %lz)'flj:”] 3@ }-I- 3&)) L ofUndlerstandiné (MOU) with TianjirlwJ
University of Sport. Under the MOU, the
two universities will further strengthen
academic exchanges and collaboration;
jointly carry out research projects, such
as the application of STEM in the teaching
of physical education (PE), and the
engagement of SEN students in PE; and
jointly organise academic conferences,

forums and professional training to raise
academic standards in the field of sport.

BANSFOARKERBESRETE EHRR

o PR P 6 15 D058 R FT K22 ) 2405 38 R AR 1 o M

ReHFRFRBEHFTIES - @TEHTSTEM%ZEEFHE
BAHEER URARERRAETERER
BHAMNBEES -MRINE #)#%mam wiE

REEE FEIREMATABREE B LI KF -

' o AT S e
s/ TIANJIN UNIVERSITY OF SPORT — r"m caton
iﬁmgﬁﬁmgﬂﬁﬁﬂ*ﬂ“=

July 2019 | 33



News %K %
I —

oo/Thinker @ iz
EReEEBENs P oo

Lo s (£18) HARBH DA
[ insoiring digitatcreatoy INECEER EIREHE BEEEER

HEEHRITRERS L.
HEBEIWEEWERLE-
HARERCRHE BB
MABEIRE (BERYHNE
R) ZERHE AR AKE
§ HNERNREESERARE

RS TR

Officiating at the opening ceremony were (from left): Professor Kong Siu-cheung, Director of EQUHK Centre for Learning, Teaching and
Technology; Mr Leong Cheung, Executive Director, Charities and Community of The Hong Kong Jockey Club; Mr Rex Chang Wai-yuen,
Deputy Secretary for Education of the HKSAR; Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung, President of EQUHK; Professor Matthew Lee
Kwok-on, Vice President (Development and External Relations) of City University of Hong Kong; and Principal Chu Tsz-wing,

Chief Headmaster of St. Hilary’s Primary School and VNSAA St. Hilary's School

e on Computational Thinking Education 2019 cum Coding Fair

FEEEE2010B RIEEFE
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Promoting computational
thinking education
HEERERERE

From 13 to 16 June, the International Conference on Computational Thinking
Education 2019 cum Coding Fair, organised by CoolThink@)JC, was held at
EdUHK. The four-day event attracted over 5,000 world-renowned academics,
frontline education practitioners, IT professionals, and teachers and
students from local primary schools, among others.

Scholars from 17 countries or places shared and discussed their experience

in implementing computational thinking education or related research at the
Conference, while the Coding Fair, under the theme of ‘Code, Music & Sports/,
offered a range of activities, including a sailboat from the Physical Education
Unit of the Education Bureau to demonstrate the integration
of coding and sports, coding workshops, parent seminars,
booth exhibitions and bouncy castles.

EdUHK President Professor Stephen Cheung Yan-leung
said, “As part of its ongoing efforts to promote STEM
education, EQUHK has committed to enhancing the
capacity of pre-service teachers in this regard.
Through experts sharing their fruitful experience

and research findings, the Conference brings
together innovative ideas from around the world

to deepen understanding of computational thinking
education among local teachers and students, bolster
the implementation of STEM education, and nurture
innovative talent for Hong Kong.”
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The four-year CoolThink@JC programme,
created and funded by The Hong Kong
Jockey Club Charities Trust (the Trust), and
co-created by The Education University of
Hong Kong, the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, and City University of Hong
Kong, nurtures students’ problem solving
skills and creativity in the digital era to
help them move beyond mere consumers of
technology to become technology innovators.
Mr Leong Cheung, Executive Director, Charities and
Community of The Hong Kong Jockey Club, said: “The Club’s support
of computational thinking education is not just to prepare our future
workforce, we are investing in digital creativity to preserve our
humanity in the future world of Al and robotics.”

The Programme provides 32 local schools with a head start in
computational thinking-coding education in computer lessons.
Since its launch in 2016, close to 18,000 students from Primary 4 to
6 have benefitted. With the Trust's donation, the Programme has
also supported the professional development of over 100 teachers,
an evidence-based curriculum, classroom infrastructure, in-class
support, and parent education.
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EAUHK to host
HK's first-ever
IGeo
HBREMREBEEERE
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The 16th International Geography
Olympiad (iGeo) will be held on EAUHK
campus from 30 July to 5 August 2019.
The annual competition brings
together the best 16- to 19-year-old
geography students from all over the
world. This year's theme is “Discovering
a vibrant city for our smart future”.

For more information on the
international competition, visit
www.geoolympiad.org

FTREBEFERACR $REA=1
BENARLBRHEERARESRT - E5F
EREEADIRARMBEL  FiN T
TARETNAR - SFNBEIER R
R PRI ZRAE o

T RIS BR B E - rDEIE
www.geoolympiad.org

July 2019 | 35


http://www.geoolympiad.org/
http://www.geoolympiad.org/

Seljalandsfoss waterfall
EE RN

Finding happ |n e-sks;h ro Ugh p0|V|ty

\l
Iﬂ

;{zﬂi IE‘*b —

A ~ 3 4 ~
~e 7 Jceland k&

The Finding Happiness through Positivity (FHP)
Programme 2018-19 aims at nurturing a positive attitude
in students. Through a course on positive psychology,
the students learn about the domains of a flourishing
life, namely positive accomplishment, positive emotions,
positive engagement, positive relationships, positive
health, and positive purpose. With this foundation, they
then travel to either Iceland or Finland to explore the
culture of one of the happiest countries in the world.
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A meaningful and joyful visit to Hringsja,
a vocational and educational centre in
Reykjavik, the capital city of Iceland
Rk SEMER R NBERERR
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Locals say “Life is too short, so try to make it longer with big moments”.
They explained that they are willing to spend time with their loved ones,
and they express gratitude for their companionship. To thank them for

The Hengill volcano is impressive and inspiring. The their sharing, we gave them popular snacks from Hong Kong as gifts

trip opened our eyes to the beauty of the natural AR [AED  BEANFANERERE - | M3 kS ARETE
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Conducting interviews with locals at a
shopping mall. The participants said they
consider personal freedom and family
relationships to be more important than
money and status
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Passing the ball wide
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L
=ML

drawcard for rugby players and fans alike, it has helped spark

The Hong Kong Sevens is a truly world-class sporting event. A strong
growing local interest in rugby.

Although rugby is not commonly played in local schools, there is a pool
of homegrown talent. Among the 16 players selected to represent Hong
Kong in the 9th FIT (Federation of International Touch) Touch World Cup,
that began in April in Malaysia, two are EAUHK graduates — Ng Chok-
shing and Pang Ho-lam - while teammates Chung Ka-ling and Wong
Chi-ling are in the Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Physical Education)
programme at EdUHK.

To prepare for matches against teams such as South Africa, France and
Australia, the Hong Kong National Touch Team, led by Team Manager Mr
Nick Lam Wan-chun, underwent training with Head Coach Mr Zanio Yong
Chi-fung. Both Nick and Zanio are EAUHK alumni.

In the same month, fellow students on the EQUHK Touch Committee
organised the Tertiary Touch Tournament, an intercollegiate competition
under the Hong Kong Rugby Union (HKRU).
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Developing rugby in the field

Zanio's interest in rugby began when he was in Form Six. During his
studies at the then Hong Kong Institute of Education, he acted as a
player-coach, helping build the Institute's first rugby team. “l am very
lucky to have been taught by many sports experts and lecturers. They
have all influenced me in a positive, professional way. As a PE teacher, |
try to follow in their footsteps by teaching everything | know.”

With the foundation laid by Zanio and his peers, and with the support
of the Department of Health and Physical Education (HPE), rugby has
flourished on campus. Today, the University boasts a women’s team
and a men’s team in both contact and non-contact rugby, with another
alumnus, Dr Chow Chi-ching, Assistant Professor at HPE, coaching them.
EdUHK's rugby enthusiasts have their sights set higher and further

than the boundaries of the campus. They believe the best way to
develop touch rugby in Hong Kong to an international level is through a
grassroots engagement approach with school participation.

Recognising teachers’ unfamiliarity with the sport and the lack of an
existing structure to introduce the sport to students, Zanio, together
with Mr Kevin Kam Wai-keung, Senior Lecturer | at HPE, and Adjunct
Professor Dr Li Chung, partnered with HKRU to put together the HSBC
Try Rugby Programme EdU Touch Resource Pack. Tailor-made for Hong
Kong, it enables enjoyment of the sport without concerns about venue
constraints.

EdUHK is leading the way by teaching rugby to all its PE students. For in-
service teachers, the teaching pack, generously sponsored by HSBC, can
be downloaded for free, supplemented by free workshops during the PE
Teacher Conference held each summer.

With the reintroduction of rugby in the Olympic Games in 2016, now is

a great time to increase the profile of rugby locally. After the successful
uptake of this training pack, one catering for students with special needs
is currently being developed so that more people can reap the positive
benefits of participating in sports.

(From left): Team Manager Mr Nick Lam Wan-chun, alumni
Mr Pang Ho-lam and Mr Ng Chok-sing, students Miss Wong Chi-ling
and Miss Chung Ka-ling, and Head Coach Mr Zanio Yong Chi-fung
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HSBC Try Rugby Programme
EdU Touch Resource Pack
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Art is everywhere
BT

rt may seem remote to many, but it is actually part of our daily
lives; in fact, it is likely just around the corner. Someone who has

put art directly in the public view is Terena Wong Lai-tung, who
is currently studying in Year 5 of the Bachelor of Education (Honours)
(Visual Arts) programme at The Education University of Hong Kong. Since
Year 1, she has volunteered for a variety of community art projects.
She has worked with both government departments and charity
organisations, and her work can now be seen in in different districts
across Hong Kong, on staircases, pianos and school walls.
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Painting Ink, Jao Tsung-I Academy, HK
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Kowloon City District Community Art Project
NEESA B TS

Terena, who has been fond of painting since childhood, decided long
ago to turn her interest into a vocation. However, outdoor painting is by
no means easy. It requires a special set of skills, and of course, depends
on decent weather. Despite the challenges, Terena feels that the hard
work is well worthwhile because her efforts are crowned with joy. She
had long since noticed that large eye-catching outdoor paintings arouse
the curiosity of the general public. Some people have even taken the
trouble to enquire about such art. This shows that community-based

art can add colour to people’s lives and draw them closer to art, and
that art is not confined to the hallowed halls of museums. Terena also
hopes that the public will see the stories in the paintings and thereby
gain a stronger sense of community belonging. For instance, a painting
on a staircase in Whampoa district that depicts sea turtles and colourful
fish swimming in a blue ocean tells us something about the history of
Whampoa, which was developed on reclaimed land.

Terena also hopes to convey joy and communicate positive
energy through her paintings. She took part in the Youth
Suicide Prevention Plan 2018/19, for which she created a
painting at the Wu Tip Shan Lookout in Fanling. She has also
visited many schools to guide students in the techniques of
painting on bricks and cement. By painting school murals,
students can enhance the appearance of their campus and
express their ideas and emotions. In
addition to teaching art, Terena shares
her personal story, in the hope that the
example she sets will inspire others to
pursue their dreams and aspirations.
Terena plans to go abroad to study for

a master’s degree after she graduates
this summer. She believes strongly in
the boundless possibilities of art and

is certain she will be able to contribute
much more to community art and
education by becoming better equipped.

We Care HE@1Z
|

3D painting in California to promote
Katy Perry’s album
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Driving Innovation
aking a Difference
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http://bit.ly/eduhkvideo

www.eduhk.hk/main/publications/book-digest
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